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Tourism is an Industry without smoke but the chullah in each hotel industry needs perpetual burning. India’s 
annual earning from this sector is around rupees 37,000 crores. The last decade of twentieth century witnessed 
the inflow of 2.36 million foreign tourists. Tourism battery needs to be recharged in the field of transport, 
accommodation and of course, quality food. There should be growing professionalism and integrated 
approach to improve these spheres. Lack of sufficient infrastructure in Tourism and extreme climatic 
conditions of India have forced many foreign tourists to turn a volte face from this country. Tourists traveling 
in search of varieties in these fields try mostly to trace out indigenous flavour in art, culture and living style 
unique to the region. The environment should be well protected through rigorous checks and measures like 
pollution and effluent control. Disposal of waste is a serious concern to appease the mood of foreign tourists 
as one wouldn’t like to come forward to share filth, leaving aside his/her own safer surrounding. 


Further, wild animals in their habitat should not be disturbed very often. Flood- gates in trekking need not be 
opened ordinarily which will result in the destruction of flora and fauna. Cultural heritage aims at appreciation 
from a typical mindset in the form of priceless legacy. Unless a tourist patronises certain positive values in 
him, a God may look like a stone. Such code of appreciation needs to be channelised through experienced 
guides who have clarity in interpreting cultural history to such visitors. 


It is high time to think of giving fresh impetus and majesty to the field of domestic tourism. Several sectors 
like trekking, rock climbing, camel safari, hand gliding, ballooning, water sports, surfing, river running and 
such other adventurous activities should find place in the new mapping of tourism. Outside tourists, as they 
come with foreign exchange, is a positive gain for the host country. Odisha shouldn’t lag behind to tap such 
potential sources. 


It is essential that Biju Pattnaik airport in Bhubaneswar should acquire status of an international airport. In 


such an eventuality, many domestic carriers and fast flying jets from both public and private sectors will find 
| Bhubaneswar and Odisha as their new destination. 


Development of railway infrastructure is now comparatively at a higher spirit. Trains are running in time. 
Status of platforms is improving. Numbers of trains have increased giving scope to intercity connections. 
There are more number of halts in comparatively smaller stations. The doubling work of 
Vizianagram-—Titlagarh, Titlagarh-Kesinga, Narla-Lanjigarh, Khurda Road-Delang have already been 
completed. The third line between Khurda Road and Barang and the doubling of Raj Athgarh-Barang and 
Raj Athagarh—Nirgundi are in progress. Soon after completion of these works, tract congestion, a major 
irritant for tourists and passengers, shall be a thing of the past. 


In the process, Nicco Park has been named as City Centre in Bhubaneswar. The park is now equipped with 
a new water screener. Filmy tricks and life movie simulators are now extended items to relax and cheer 
younger generation. With the arrival of a number of software companies Odisha has now emerged as a new 
IT hub. Notwithstanding global trend, our state would achieve 35 percent growth in IT field within a short 
period. As tempos go, there would be training and recruitment of about one lakh professionals and it is 
natural that after a day-long hard work one would like to relax. Odisha Tourism should have advance 
planning to arrange recreation for them. This is also applicable to recruits in mining industry in which the 
state expects further absorption of man power. 


Fifty years ago, a German architect Otto Koensberger had prepared blueprint for the capital city, 
Bhubaneswar. The population was mere forty thousand then. Now this has been increased to around 20 
lakhs. Accordingly, in Odisha, more number of district Hqrs. and towns like Paradeep, Rourkela, Dhamra 
and Burla have to strengthen and widen their infrastructural growth. This may help enlarging tourist 
network too. Road network should ideally fit into the increasing load of vehicles. In Odisha, many state 
roads have already been elevated to the status of national highways. 


Lastly, we may say, in tourism, various stake-holders should come together to create further means of 
strengthening the root of public-private partnership. 


We are thankful to Manoja Kumar Mishra and Laxmidhar Palei for typing out the manuscript of Welcoming 
Odisha. Badri Prasad Sarangi, Muktipada Nandi and Ananda Saloman Roul deserve special praise for 
design and layout of the book. Our thanks are also to Sudesna Creatives, Digital Vision, Duduly Process 
and Offset, State Museum, Bhubaneswar, Department of Tourism, Govt. of Odisha, Tarun Kumar Mishra, 
Debasis Chatterjee, Surendra Mohan Pradhan, Manas Ranjan Mohapatra, Pradip Kumar Rath, Saroj Kumar 
Tripathy, Aswini Satpathy, Arun Kumar Rath, Paramananda Patel, Tarun Mishra, Kamal Lochan Purohit, 
Akshaya Kumar Sahoo and Krushna Chandra Rath for their ungrudging help in bringing out this book. We 
record our gratitude to Debendra Prasad Dash and Pragati Utkal Sangha, Rourkela for taking care of 
publishing this book. 
We will fill amply rewarded, if this attempt serves the purpose of an outsider visiting Odisha at any 
point of time. 
Aswini Kumar Mishra 
Rabindra K Swain 
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ei rom the publisher’s desk: 


Pragati Utkal Sangha, one of the oldest institutions of Rourkela, has been trying consistently for uplift of 
Oriya langu literature and culture for a long period of 45 years on the strength of the inspiring ideals of 
Madhusudan Das, the great visionary Odisha has ever produced. In fact, we launched our initial drive 
selecting 1 April as the day of national celebration amidst fanfare. Such a non-official endeavour had its 
root way back in the year 1968 and gradually this has been followed in a routine manner in other urban and 
rural areas of Odisha. Over and above, our publication avowedly carries forward our effort in upholding 
various aims and objectives fundamental to the institution. 


Apart from bringing Madhu Babu’s speeches and write-ups on him into limelight, we have made sincere 
attempts to compile ancient Oriya literature, including those which have not been published. On this 
occasion, it would be unfair, maybe an act of ingratitude, unless I recount the self-less services of Prof. 
Debendra Kumar Dash, the life and soul behind all our publications. 


I am thankful to both Aswini Kumar Mishra and Rabindra K Swain for their committed zeal to bring out 
this volume Welcoming Odisha which may best fit into the need of both national and international tourists 
to know more about the neglected chapters of Odisha tourism. 


This book is published as a part of golden jubilee celebration of Pragati Utkal Sangha w hich was 
commemorated during the year 2008-09. 


Santanu Kumar Parichha, 
President, Pragati Utkal Sangha, 
Rourkela 


Once you are in quest of happiness and your family members are ready to share your passion in life, Odisha 
comes forward to provide you everything that stands romantic and exciting. 


With an impressive ancient culture and proto historic civilization one can fairly rope in different spots and 
sites in the state to renew old time linkages. History opened its pages from the third century BC when it was 
invaded by Ashoka, the Great, leaving behind indelible inscriptions both at Dhauli and Jaugada. 


Be it Kalinga, Utkala or Koshala, Odisha is the meeting point for both the Dravidian from south and the 
Aryan from north. Your desired holidaying in this state will certainly come in a grand way to preserve a 


wonderful lifetime experience. 
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FROM THE AUTHOR’S DESK AIR, TRAIN & BUS SERVICES 


TRAVEL TIPS DISTANCE CHART 

ANGUL 1-6 GANJAM 57-64 MALKANGIRI 123-128 
BALASORE 7-11 JAGATSINGPUR 65-68 MAYURBHANJ 129-132 
BARGARH 12-19  JAJPUR 69-72 NAWARANGPUR 133-138 
BHADRAK 20-23  JHARSUGUDA 73-76 NAYAGARH 139-141 
BOLANGIR 24-27 KALAHANDI 77-84 NUAPADA 142-149 
BOUDH 28-32 KANDHAMAL 85-90 PURI 150-169 
CUTTACK 33-40: KENDRAPADA 91-94 RAYAGADA 170-173 
DEOGARH 41-44 KEONJHAR 95-100 SAMBALPUR 174-189 
DHENKANAL 45-50 KHURDA 101-116  SUBARNAPUR 190-194 


GAJAPATI KORAPUT 117-122  SUNDARGARH 195-200 


Perfect Holidaying 
In And Around Odis 


ha 


ODISHA CAN PROVIDE YOU THE CHARM OF LIFE THROUGH ITS WARM HOSPITALITY, 
SCENIC PLACES OF INTEREST, CONGENIAL SURROUNDING, CHOICEST FOOD AND 
DRINK, PLACES OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND OF COURSE AN EXCITING 
MARKET FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
PATH 


Once you are in Odisha, find 
your own time to negotiate 
with the distant tourist spots. 
The cry for solitude, basic 
requirement of both body and 
mind 
Chandipur the attractive coast 
line in Balasore district of 


becomes clear. 


Odisha gives enough strength 
to your feet for advancing into 
the sea without encountering 
deep water anywhere. 
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CHILIKA, THE FEAST 
FOR YOUR EYES. 


Lakes and forests, beaches and 


rivers are the hallmarks of 


Odisha. Each place of the state 
has a different rhyme to cope 
with your ear, Abounding in 
vast watery 
Chilka the bi 


Asia invites mi 


zone 

reservoir in 
ratory birds 
even from a distant place like 
Siberia. It is any one’s dream 
for a spectacular boat journey 
in this lake to reach Kalijai 
near Parikud, a bonanza for the 
picnickers. 


THE RHYTHMIC FLOW OF 
WATER AT HIRAKUD DAM. 


Hirakud, the ever biggest dam 
completed in 1956 for providing 
irrigation and hydropower 
electricity to the area in west 
Odisha, stands for its towering 
ambience. Arresting the flow of 
Mahanadi, negotiating between 
two hills, the wondrous 
construction spree attracts 
innumerable visitors every year. 
Hirakud stands for its unique 
grandeur of strength and beauty, 


juxtaposed brilliantly . 


150-169 174-189 


CHOOSE YOUR OWN PATH CHILIKA, THE FEAST 


FOR YOUR EYES 


THE RHYTHMIC FLOW OF 
WATER AT HIRAKUD DAM 


NUAPADA: THE 
ATTRACTIVE 
DESTINATION IN 
SOUTHERN ODISHA. 


Be it Sunabeda Forest Reserve 
or Dam Patora, Nuapada 
proves unique to any of its 


visitors. It is the heart-throb of 


southern Odisha that grants 
stunning sight, epitomising 


vibrant beauty and happin 


never to go out of one’s 
memory. 

A visitor can find substantial 
differences between this place 


and other scenic spots of 


Odisha. Nature stands like a 
great piano to be played by any 
player the music of which finds 
its way from the distant hills 
and water reserve. Its touching 
layers will pave way to an 
atmosphere having climatic 
support to one’s spirit. 


BOTANICAL SPIRIT IN 
ODISHA 

Odisha, a full-scale Ayurvedic 
garden, is full of medicinal herbs 


and roots for a perfect cure of 


illness without any side effects. 
Gandhamardan, the great 
mountain once came to the aid 
of Laxman, younger brother of 
Lord Ram to recover from his 
fatal wound inflicted by 
Meghnad, brother of Ravana. 
With innumerable spe 

flora, Odisha is a major 
attraction for both botanists and 
common visitors. Once a tourist 
is in Nrisimhanatha the outdoors 
of rolling hills will certainly 
show him/her such desired herbs 
overcoming all earlier 
disappointments. Its natural 
elevation will carry your mind 
for a secluded altitude without 
any fear of heat and dust. 


THE VAST BLUE EXPANSE 
OF MAHANADI AT 
SONEPUR: THE SILENT 
RENDEZVOUS. 


Sonepur, the vibrant citadel of 
art and culture since medieval 
times is also famous for its 
riverine beauty. Mahanadi, the 
great river of Odisha, flows 
nearby to scale its aquatic 
height. 

This great highway bearing the 
burden of river imports and 
exports although a thing of the 
past, such facility is renewed 
through the revertment 
connecting Sambalpur with this 
old town. Here, Parasuram’s 
mother Renuka will appear 
before you as Goddess 
Sureswari with other numerous 
idols to provide further strength 
to your ability. 


DISITANCE CHART (Approximate) 
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Cravel Tips 


ARRIVAL TIME IN ODISHA 


The best time to come to Odisha is the first week of December, when the Konark dance festival at Konark 
is held. It is a platform for the dancers of national and international repute. 


The sea beach festival at Puri is another festive occasion to coincide one’s trip. Likewise, Parav in Koraput 
between October-November, Lok Mahotsav in Sambalpur in the first week of January and Dhanu Yatra in 
Bargarh during the same time may make one’s visit meaningful and memorable. All such celebrations do 
occur between October and March. This is the best season in Odisha for the tourists. Of course, the 
cynosure, Ratha Yatra, the car festival of Lord Jagannath in Puri, is generally held during June-July. The 
procession covering the symbolic journey of the world of three deities Jagannath, Balabhadra and Maa 
Subhadra in separate chariots is an astounding spectacle that has won world-wide attention. 


Once a visitor carries STD, ISD code of his/her country and town, communication is at the doorstep, 
barring a few remote pockets. With growing numbers of cyber cafes, net surfing is now a pretty easier thing 
at any city in Odisha. Also one may avail oneself mobile phone facility by procuring a prepaid sim card 
from any retail outlet on furnishing identity proof. 
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HEALTH TIPS 


1. In order to avoid any kind of water-borne disease, one 
can go for mineral water available in plastic bottles. 


2. Always avoid taking stale fried food processed 
un-hygienically in roadside corners. 


SAFETY TIPS 


1. If possible, travel in groups. As for women, they should 
not stay longer in any lonely place once it is dark. 


So 


Always carry less cash or valuables with you. Once there 
is necessity of cash, one may take the help of nearby 
ATM counter. 


3. Whenever one feels like being intimidated or cheated, 
one should seek assistance of local police or civil 
administration. Local staff of Tourism Department can 
also come to one’s rescue. 


DRESS TIPS 


1. Soon after January-February Odisha undergoes rising trend of heat and therefore tourists should go for 
light cotton wear. At the same time wearing of sun glasses and lotioning of face and body should hold 
priority. 

2. In a tropical climate like Odisha, the tourists may carry suits with them during winter. But summer is 
relatively much longer than winter. Although during winter mercury falls, in summer it proves reverse. The 
temperature may go on rising beyond 45° 
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CUISINE TIPS 

Cuisines from Odisha have been instrumental in bringing happiness to the visitors. The Odishi cuisine is 
delicious, hot and tasty. They have a separate entity in the world of food. The culinary zeal in Odisha has 
its root in the preparation of food in the Jagannath temple at Puri. Here hundreds of cooks are being 
engaged to glorify centuries-old tradition without bowing before any high tech cooking style. Lord 
Jagannath is in the front to receive this vegetarian bhog, followed by others in the line. Anand Bazar, the 
ideal venue within the premises of Jagannath temple ensures availability of abhada, the covetous recipe 
that keeps a devotee’s eyes glow. Once in the temple, it becomes the cardinal urge of every devotee to get 
mahaprasad at any cost. 


In Odisha, rice, lentils( dal), fish, yoghurt( curd), chutney, pickles, etc. form the common menu in a lunch 
or dinner. In the coastal zone prawn, crab, lobster may be chosen as non-vegetarian diet. In vegetarian 
dishes, brinjal, pumpkin, potato, tomato etc. occupy front line. In dessert, rasgulla, khirmohan, 
chhenapodh, rasabali, jilbi, malpua etc. are the priority items. Pithas from powdered grams made into 
chakuli, kakara, manda, arisa are generally hot favourites for many tourists. Potalarasa is a major item on 
the dinner table. Chicken and mutton are also added items. 
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Celebration Tips 


PUA JUNTIA: (FASTING FOR SO 

After sun down in villages and towns of western Odisha, rituals begin to take place at a central location, 
where women gather in their new wear. This festival is held during September and October. The lamp lights 
and scent from camphor and incense sticks fill the atmosphere. The performing ritual follows a pattern 
unique to its style. Cucumber pieces and sal sticks are implanted over a sand heap. With ululation and 
tinkling of bell, a group of women move around the worship centre in their traditional attire. They pray for 
good fortune of their sons. Such prayer is also made for girl child. 


BHAIN JUNTIA: (FASTING FOR BROTHER) 
Bhain Juntia is also performed in the same manner when a sister goes through fasting to appease the 
almighty for a brighter fortune of her brother(s). 


RAJA SANKRANTI 

Raja Sankranti is celebrated on the first day of the month of Asada when 
the sky starts gathering clouds. The earthy soil, then already lost to its 
heated state waits patiently for a cooling off. The initial shower makes 
the atmosphere conducive for raising crop. This celebration is mostly 
confined to coastal Odisha. As nestled in people’s mind, like women 
menstruate, so also the soil denoting fertility. This is the celebration of 
earth when she is in her period. This festival is a symbol of fertility in a 
land where life is still governed by agriculture and the rituals associated 
with it. As in the case of women, earth is given full rest. After the earth’s 
period is over, the ploughing for the sowing of paddy starts. Women in 
rural areas as well as in urban enjoy this festival a lot. This merry 
making is characterized by singing songs while sitting on a swing. In 
Raja, the specially prepared cake, known as podapitha, is a 
mouth-watering item. The culinary ingredients of this cake consist of 
rice powder, coconut, black gram, ghee, molasses and camphor. 
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MONDE! 

Mondei, the ever attractive folk festival in Nabarangpur district is celebrated soon after the harvest of 
paddy. District administration under the aegis of District Council of Culture takes the fair share of this 
responsibility. Mondei has its own specialty as it performs one of the biggest shows of the state concerning 
tribal heritage and culture. Mondei offers its audience the unique artistic excellence of tribal folk dance rare 
in the present day world. This lyrical grandeur on stage is bound to swing the tourists off their feet. 


NUAKHAI 

During the month of Bhadrab, a‘ day is fixed by a high forum comprising priests and astrologers that 
ultimately turns to be the festival date tor Nuakhai. Such a celebration is held in Western Odisha, especially 
in Sambalpur, Bolangir, Sundargarh, Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Nuapada, Boudh, Sonepur and in some 
portions of Angul and Phulbani districts. Nuakhai or Nabanna refers to naba arna, which means newly 
harvested rice. Hence this celebration is primarily agro-based. On 

this auspicious day, Nabanna is offered to the Goddess Samaleswari. 

On this occasion, in rural areas, a parallel form of judiciary settles 

disputes between rival individuals and factional groups. People tend 

to forget past quarrels, allowing new lease of intimacy. On this 

occasion, the agenda lies with a junior to pay respect to his/her 

senior. At night, every village jumps to its usual revelry. During day 

time the working class makes it a point to go for collection for the 

festival from their lords and masters. They also receive gifts of new 

dresses from their masters. 


PARAB 
Started in the year 1996 in Koraput, Parab, this indigenous 
repertoire of tribal dance and music is the flagship of folk 
festivals celebrated in and around the state. Its ingredients, 
so deep-rooted in the soil of Koraput, the footfalls out of the 
rhythmic dance pattern of Parab constantly reminds the 
audience of the evolving stages through hills and streams, 
forest and wild lives. While embracing visitors in its folded 
arms, Koraput may be felt like a separate region where 
beauty of life is interpreted in a different tune. Over and 
above, besides dance and music of different cultural 
CELEBRATING NUAK HAT THROUGH BALIASAL A troupes, Parab also hosts craft mela, seminar, Kavi 
Sammelan and several other brain storming 


KHUDURUKUNI 

Khudurukuni is celebrated during autumn on each Sunday by 
unmarried girls and newly married women. This is confined to 
coastal belt of Odisha. Such a festival reminds our past maritime 
activities of around first century AD, when young traders of 
Kalinga (the old name of Odisha) used to sail to distant lands like 
Srilanka, Java, Bali and Sumatra. Such overseas trades are now 
things of the past. While observing this puja of Khudurukuni, 
unmarried girls and also women undergo fasting in order to 
worship the goddess Mangala. Khudurukuni literally means a girl 
or woman deprived of a morsel of rice. The worshipped idol 
carries the standing pose of a mother with her baby in arms. It is 
made of clay. This festival is a reminder of an Odishan past, when 
her prosperity was at its peak. 


KUMAROTSAV 

Popularly known as Kumar Purnima, this coincides with the full moon night during autumn. Soon after 
sunset, young girls come forward to occupy centre stage in the pavilions of villages in the coastal Odisha. 
Apart from cheering them up through different phases of merry making, they go for worship of the moon. 
Also, they act the same way during day time while worshipping the sun-god. Legend has it that such an 
oblation would bless them with suitable young, handsome and spirited husbands. Married women take a 
turn while praying for the health and happiness of their husbands and other family members including 
brothers and sisters. Laxmi Puja or worship of the goddess of wealth is also a prime agenda on this occasion. 
People in general join together to hold such pujas with festive spirit choosi rategic locations. 


MA OSA 

This is an auspicious occasion for Odia families, which falls on Thursdays during Margasira 
(November-December). The premises of each house are dusted out carefully and cleanliness is ensured. 
Laxmi Pada, the sketch signifying the footprint of the goddess Mahalaxmi is drawn to welcome the goddess 
of wealth. It is also added by Jhoti, an exquisite form of art using rice-paste. Women, after purificatory bath 
dress up in their best to celebrate the puja, thus having a pious mood althrough. 
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HOW TO REACH 
AIR 


The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar 160 km 
from here. 


TRAIN ANGUL DISTRICT 
Centrally located, Angul is a railway 
station between Bhubaneswar and 
Sambalpur. Intercity Express and 
passenger trains ply through this route from 
Bhubaneswar to Raipur. 


BUS 
Situated on the National Highway No.42, 
Angul is connected through bus services 


from all over the state and beyond. 


A A SCENE FROM TALCHER COAL MINES 


WHERE TO STAY YSATKOSHIA NEAR TIKARPADA AS 17 BREATHES THROUGH ITS SHINING BEAUTY. 
Hotel Prasanti, Turanga 

Hotel Durga, NH-42, Turanga 
Hotel Shanti, Bus Stand, Angul 
Hotel Goutam Bihar, Main Bazar. 


Hotel AuroVilla, Near Circuit House 
Hotel Abad, Township NALCO 
Hotel Ganapati, Township NALCO 
Circuit House (Government) 


Angul came into the category of a new 
district wef Ist April 1993. It is bounded by 
Sundargarh district in the north, Sambalpur, 
Sonepur and Deogarh districts in the west, 
Nayagarh & Boudh districts in the south, 
Dhenkanal district in the south-east and 
Keonjhar district in the east. 


BUDHI THAKURANI bi 
ନ 


Goddess Budhi Thakurani Lo 
is worshipped in Angul. 
Devotees flock together from 
all directions to have her 
darshan, may be to expiate sins 
of the sub-conscious mind 
through engrossed perception 
of bhakti. Enthroned beside 
Sunasagada hill, there are two 
other temples namely Shiva and 
Madan Mohan enhancing 
devotional urge of the temple 
goers . Of late this holy spot is 
popularised more as Sailashree 


Kshetra. THE GODDESS AT HER WORSHIP A 


SATKOSHIA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

The vast range of river Mahanadi covering a long stretch of 22 km between the hills near Tikarpada 
is the major attraction of the district. One may opt to visit Satkoshia gorge either from the side of Nayagarh 
district or the other way round. 10 km from Angul, Badkera on N.H.42 is connected with Tikarpada after a 
distance of 48 km. The bulk of eco-tourism through forest, flora and fauna make a queue to stimulate human 
passion. A strong habitat of migratory birds, wild animals and reptiles, Tikarpada boasts of its dwellers like 
aquatic turtle, mugger, crocodile, gharial and many others. In Tikarpada, the social setting of fauna consists 
of tiger, spotted deer, bear, elephant, leopard and others. Here, boating can be an excellent getaway from the 
bustling life. 


NY GHARIAL, A RARE SPECIES OF CROCODILE IN QUEST OF THE DELIGHT OF SLANTING SUN-RAYS 
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TIKARPADA 


Serene and majestic, river Mahanadi 
advances along Satkoshia gorge near 
Tikarpada reflecting shadows of the 
mountains. Situated at a distance of 120 
km from Dhenkanal and 58 km from 
Angul, the total surrounding is enough to 
speak of its sparkling beauty. Although 
the width of the great river is squeezed 
and checkmated, it cannot be taken as an 
estoppel. After gliding further to a little 
distance, it recaptures its earlier width 
and strength. However, river Mahanadi is 
certainly most lovely at this zone 
embracing all that is attractive in spirit. 


KHULUDI WATERFALL 


Near village Khuludi, there remains the 
long mountain range of Pallahara area. 
This waterfall has originated from the 
ravine of its rolling slopes. The temple of 
Lord Shiva adds glory to the site, that 
stands at a distance of 120 km from 
Angul. 


BINIKEI 


GODDESS HINGULA 
AT TALCHER 


Adjacent to the riverbank Simhada, Goddess Hingula, the 
presiding deity of Talcher stands as the ultimate recital of 
faith among her devotees. 

Legend has it, when queen Gundicha wanted bhoga as daily 
offering to Lord Jagannath, the latter appeared in dream to 
persuade the queen to take help of Devi Hingula for making 
cooking a smooth affair. Maa Hingula was popularly 
known as the Goddess of fire. To fructify this game plan, 
the king proceeded to Bidarva and from there Goddess 
Hingula was brought to Puri with the help of king Nala. But 
miracle has its own way to prove. In Gopal Prasad Gada, 
the deity suddenly disappeared. Even today, there is no clue 
to unravel this mystery. Ultimately Gopal Prasad became 
the sacred pitha for Devi Hingula 


TALCHER 


An old princely state Talcher is connected with train route 
from Angul. Near Talcher, Kaniha has thermal power unit 
of 460 MW. 


Named after famous Goddess Binikei, this place near Athamallik embraces the flow of river Mahanadi. 
Apart from devotional back up, there is much to share with at Binikei, the fabulous retreat which is worth 


visiting several times. A truly relaxed sphere ! 


Binikei near Athamallik ¥ WY Mahanadi at Tikarpeda 
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NNATIL ANGUL 


RAVAN CHHAYA 

When either an image or a toy moves against a screen by means of 
strings, it reminds audience of the play of shadows, a long flour- 
ishing tradition in Angul district known as Ravan Chhaya. 
Instrumental music too tunes with puppetry and Khanjani, a type 
of tambourine is used in it. Some artists believe that when Devi 
Sita was abducted by king Ravana in his flying chariot Pushpak it 
crossed over the sea. Just then the shadow of such an aerial scene 
was sighted on the sea water. It revealed the abduction of Sita and 
ultimately led to the defeat of king Ravana by Lord Ram thus 
proving truimph of good over evil. Untanned hide of animals such 
as deer or sambar are used for designing the puppets. Sounds 
from musical instruments like 


F=—+| mridangam and cymbals rise to the beating of these dancing toys. 
| f 


From behind, the puppeteers apply their skill, carefully pushing them 
to their rhythmic motion. The stage accommodating the above show is 
cube shaped having a spread over area of 8-10 feet on each side. Either 
wooden or iron pillars are used to provide prop support in covering 
three sides through blue or dark coloured screen leaving front side 
open to the audience. Against the back drop of black or blue screen a 
white cloth measuring about 8 feet length & 4 feet width acts as the 
master screen on which the silhouette like images of the shadows pass 
through. Artists from the villages of Odasha & Kutarimunda in Angul 
district keep on holding the banner of Ravana Chhaya in the face of 
onslaught from the vulgarities of all modern obsessions. Till date, there 
has been hard struggle to save this great art from its vanishing form. Sri 
Kathinanda Das of Pallahada took avowed interest in this. After him, 
it is now the turn of his disciple Sri Kolha Charan Sahu to keep this 
alive. However, puppeteer Gouranga Charan Dash is the latest in the 
line to talk of its magnificence. 


A SCENES FROM RAVAN CHHAYA 


SCENIC BEAUTY NEAR RENGALI DAM ¥ 


GALI DAM 
70 km from Angul town, Rengali Dam came into 
existence on the river Brahmani in 1985. The Dam’s 
height is 70.5m and width 1040m. The reservoir with an 
area. of 37,840 hectares attracts tourists to its pictorial 
fold. Its catchment area covers about 25,250 square km. 
The Dam produces electricity of 50 MW from each of its 
five units. 
The barrage, constructed at a distance of 35 km from 
the Dam site aims at providing irrigation to the nearby 
area through its two canals; 7 #. 
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NALCO NAGAR 

Only 8 km from Angul on NH 
No. 42, Nalco Nagar stands as an 
industrial hub because of 
Aluminium Smelter Plant, a public 
sector undertaking of Indian | 
Government. Aluminium, the | 
precious product is instrumental in 
the establishment of this blue chip 
company Nalco is one of the 
biggest work forces in Odisha. 


E54 - Aluminium smelter plant in Angul 
SMELTER PLANT, THE INDUSTRIAL HUB AT ANGUL A i 
has a huge turnover matching the 
requirement of more than 30 countries from across the globe. The captive power plant supplying energy to 
Nalco has a capacity of 720 MW. Angul plant shares about 30% of the domestic need of Aluminium in India. 
Nalco best suits industrial tourism. 


CAPTIVE POWER PLANT AT ANGUL ¥ 


BAYAN /BY 


DEULAJHARI 


90 km from Angul, one may cross over scenic sourounding to reach 
Deulajhari, a religious spot near Athmallik upholding the rollicking 
of a number of hot springs identified in many names including 
Himakunda, Labakushkunda, Agnikunda etc. This place ensures 
solitude and calmness befitting the mindset of a visitor. A long drawn I 

Saivaite cult rules this ancient citadel where mind becomes free to A DOOR NAN 
develop spiritually in honour of Lord Sidheswar Baba, who happens to be the presiding God of the complex 
covering about twenty-four acres. The main temple came into existence during the regime of king Kishore 
Chandra Deo of Kadamba dynasty in 1936. Deulajhari remains true to its upright spirit allowing visitors to 


inhale freshness of its filtered air. Its lush green surrounding is the most ideal place for arousing everyone 
for an ardent love of God and nature. 
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BALASORE 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

District Hqrs of Balasore, Balasore town 
is 214 km from the airport at 
Bhubaneswar. It is also nearer to Kolkata 
international airport which is 163 km 
from here. 


TRAIN 

Balasore is an important railway station in 
the East Coast zone connecting ‘both 
Chennai and Howrah with a number of 
superfast trains. 


BUS 

Situated on NH No. 5 Balasore is con- 
nected with bus routes from major towns 
and cities of Odisha, the neighbouring 
states West Bengal and Jharkhand 


WHERE TO STAY 

Hotel Swarnachuda Hotel Maharaja 
Hotel Alakapuri Hotel Moon Light 
Hotel Binayak Hotel Pacific 
Hotel Kalinga 


Balasore is bounded by Midnapore 
district of West Bengal in the north, 
Bhadrak district in the south, Bay 
of Bengal in the east and 
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar districts in 
the west. Geographically, Balasore 
district is broadly classified into 
three categories. The coastal area 
carries long stretches of sand dunes 
suitable for coconut and betel vines 
whereas north-west hilly tract of 
Nilgiri sub-division is filled with 
forests and hills. The deltaic allu- 
vial region is comparatively fertile 
and provides irrigation to culti- 
vable lands. 


BALASORE DISTRICT 


Balasore undergoes hot and humidity in proportionate 
measure. Temperature ranges in moderate degree 
centigrade that proves pleasant for visitors. 


CHANDANESWAR 


Situated within Bhograi police station area, 
Chandaneswar is nearer to Digha beach in West 
Bengal. Journey to Chandaneswar by road crossing 
pictorial landscape is a pleasant experience. The 
ever-changing flora adds beauty to the tranquil zone 
that culminates near the beach. The temple 
Chandaneswar, built with multiple domes, offers a 
captivating sight. 
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Hotel Chandipur 
Hotel Subham 

Pantha Nivas(OTDC.) 
Hotel Santinivas 
Hotel Anandamayee 
Larica Yatrinivas 
Hotel Muktangan 
Hotel Golden 


Sea beach at Chandipur has unique 
characteristics of its own. Sea water recedes to 
the extent of 5 km which proves suitable to 
visitors for entering watery zone of the sea by 
their vehicles. The hide and seek game of the 
advancing and retreating tides leaves in the 
minds of tourists a lasting impression about the 
place. Only 16 km from Balasore, Chandipur 
has excellent hotel facility for the tourists. 


CHANDIPUR BEACH 


Panchalingeswar is a scenic spot. It is situated on a 
hilllock 10 km away from Nilagiri town in Balasore. 
There is a motorable road to this spot. One can also go 
on foot and enjoy natural scenes there. Here a 
perennial stream flows over five Ilingas. It only dries 
up for a short period in the summer days. Tourism 
Department of the Government of Odisha has 
constructed a Panthasala here. 
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KHIRACHORA GOPINATH 
TEMPLE, REMUNA 


Construction of this temple took place 
during Nineteenth Century to glorify 
Vaishnavism, a cult associated with Lord 
Krishna. 


Legend says Lord Rama during his stay 
in Chitrakut to spend 14 years of exile 
had himself carved out an idol of Lord 
Krishna alias Sri Gopinath to make Sita, 
his wife understand such an incarnation of him during dwapar yuga. Narasingha Deva, king of Puri acted 
upon a dream sequence to instal this idol of Jay Gopal in a place like Remuna, justifying its tranquil 
surrounding. This spot started carrying enough weight after the visit of Sri Chaitanya and his spiritual 
mentor Sri Madhabendra Puri Goswami. Whatever may be the legendary episode, Remuna overwhelms the 
passionate feelings of its visitors with the story of Lord Gopinath himself stealing away khira (milk) for his 
favourite Bhakta Madhabendra, vindicating the name Khirachora. 


A TEMPLE KHIRACHORA GOPINATH , REMUNA 


Bhaktakavi Dinakrishna Das, a celebrated poet of 
ritiyuga was born in Munutunia, a place near 
Nampho Choura that is not far from Jaleswar 
town of Balasore district. Historians usually 
speculate his year of birth between 1692 and 
1718. His anthology Rasakallola, 
Prastabasindhu, Nabakeli are masterpieces in 
Odia poetry. Rasakallola contains the ornate style 
of lyricism depicting the sequence of love of Lord 
Krishna for the Gopis. It champions love of 
Krishna with Radha and other consorts into a 
divine form. Their allegorical bindings embellish 
lines of Rasakallola in tune with Jayadeva’s 
Gitagovinda. Popularity of the place Munutunia 
- is enormous among the elite section transcending 
AAA BRAUN ONAN i the border between Odisha and West Bengal. His 
memorial is a year- round visiting point, a 
favourite destination for many. 


Only 4 km from Chandaneswar and 88 km from Balasore, Talasari has its marvellous stand for 
encountering with the sea, Bay of Bengal. This sandy expanse is less frequented by tourists in comparison 
to other sea beaches in the country. Once in Digha, another popular tourist resort, Talasari like a twin sister 
will haunt one’s mind and no visit to this area is complete without picking shells and pebbles by the children 
accompanying their parents. 


Located at a smaller distance from Soro on NH No 5, 
the village Kedarpur, the birthplace of poet Radhanath 
Ray, is a tourist spot. Born in 1848, he became a trend 
setter with his outstanding poetry collections like 
Kedar-Gouri, Chandrabhaga, Nandikeshwari, Usha 
and Parvati etc. Concept of romanticism in odia 
poetry is supposed to have been heralded by him. Like 
Stratford-upon —Avon, the birthplace of William 
Shakespeare in England, Kedarpur draws literary 
enthusiasts and lovers of poetry in large numbers 
every year. 


Courtesy State Museum, Bhubaneswar POET RADHANATH A 


Situated in the vicinity of the town Balasore, 
Santikanan, the garden place is the birth place of 
eminent litterateur Fakir Mohan Senapati. He 
undertook sincere efforts to help flourishing Odia 
language and saved it from linguistic imperialism. 
Sanitikanan, a tourist delight houses the statue of 
Fakir Mohan, good library, sprawling garden, 
meeting hall and a photo gallery. 


Courtesy State Museum. Bhubaneswar FAKIR MOHAN SENAPATI A 


While at Balasore one may procure several items including idols on 
lacquer art to decorate one’s own house. Artist Kesu Das of Balasore has 
floated one website www.jaukandhei.com for instant information on this 
rare product. 


‘A IDOLS ON LACQUER ART n 
emesis: es rir Ee mae es 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

The nearest airport is Raipur in Chhatisgarh state at a 
distance of 220 km from here. 


TRAIN 

Bargarh Road is a railway station having connections with 
Kolkata, Visakhapatnam, Raipur and Bhubaneswar through 
super fast train services. 


BUS 

Bargarh town falls on the National Highway No.6 that 
traverses between Howrah and Mumbai. Well-connected 
with rest parts of the country. 


WHERE TO STAY 


Hotel Maharaj 

Hotel Oriental 

Hotel Ganapathi 
Sawadia Palace 
Circuit House (Govt.) 


'Y DEMON KING KANSA IN DHANU YATRA 


BARGARH DISTRICT 


Bargarh, erstwhile sub-divisional 
town of Sambalpur district is now a 
fullfledged district since Ist April 
1993. Against an agro-industrial 
Setting, Bargarh is situated with 
Bolangir and Subarnapur districts in 
the south, Nawapara in the west and 
Chhatisgarh state in the north. It is on 
the NH. No. 6 connecting Raipur, 220 
km from here. 


LORD KRISHNA AND BALARAM ON THE WHEEL Wf 
OF THEIR CHARIOT IN DHANU YATRA 
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DHANUYATRA 


Dhanuyatra, the biggest open 
air theatre so far, is celebrated 
here continuously for 11 days 
during December-January. 
Kansa, the demon in Hindu 
mythology invites wrath from 
his own nephew Lord Krishna, 
who, in turn, killed him to save 
the people as well as mother 
earth from his mindless 
tyranny. This festival attracts 
people from all corners when 
the town deems it Mathura, 
sublimating into a state Of A NRSIMHANATHA TEMPLE 
epical grandeur. 


NRSIMHANATHA, WHERE THE STONE SPEAKS 


Nrsimhanatha temple stands at a distance of 110 km from Bargarh near Paikmal in the mountain lap of 
Gandhamardan. Simultaneously in contact with the foaming stream, Nrsimhanatha, the Lord hasa fasci- 
nating mythic tale to tell. Hiranyakasipu, the demon once metamorphosed into a rat. Hence, the God, 
Lord Nrsimhanath himself turned into a cat to chase the rat. Resultantly, the rat was killed by the cat. 
Rightly called the Mahabalipuram of Odisha, it is a unique showcase of the rock-cut sculptures carved 
out during tenth and eleventh century AD. Ganesha, having 8 arms , Gopal Krishna, in local parlance 
Sahadev, one Yogini and four arced Vishnu in large numbers are found out here. The Panchupandava ghat 
with the idol of a four armed Ganesha, four yogis, giving impression of four Pandava brothers and the 
image of Vrsavahana symbolizing Shiva and Parvati sprout like memoirs from a puranic tale. 

The huge idol of Bighnaraja alias Ganesha chiseled out of a huge live rock having eight arms stand at the 
northern portal. The upside hands hold a serpent over its head. The proboscis is placed on a plate in one 
of the left hands. The right arm carries a rosary whereas the left one wields a Kuthara signifying both 
calmness and wrath. One mouse, the carrier is seen nearby. The idol of Gopal Krishna alias Sahadeva, one 
among the Pandavas has a height of 7 feet 3 inches and a width of 4 feet 2 inches. The right hand demon- 
strates Varadamudra while the left one holds a mace. 

On the higher slope towards the south-east , four pandav brothers share a common live rock stretching 
around 12 feet 5 inches. Here, three are on Padmasana whereas the next one is at his standing pose. The 
fifth one looks humbly bearing the characteristics of a devotee. 

Ahead of them are both Shiva and Parvati seen on the back of a bull with a worshipper nearby. 
Nrsimhanatha welcomes you with both rhythm and pace to the fold of its sylvan music mixed up with 
the ancient historical data. The splendid idol of Laxmi-Narayana like Narayana in Lalitasana with 
Laxmi on his thigh, attracts the tourists for a closer view. 


‘A WATER FALL AT GANDHAMARDAN IN NRSIMHANATHA 


POET GANGADHAR MEHERA 


BARPALI AND POET GANGADHAR MEHER 
Barpali, a small town under Notified Area Council has heavy concentration of weavers in its locality. 
Accordingly, attractive show-rooms are here and a visitor would be allured to purchase Sambalpuri sari, 
napkin, towel (gamuchha) of varieties made of fashionable tie and dye. Gangadhar Meher, the celebrated 
Odia poet was born here in the year 1862. Endowed with lyrical grandeur, his poetry anthology Tapaswini, 
with the description of banished Sita in Valmiki’s Ashram, is an immortal piece of artistic craftsmanship. It 
takes a bold stand combining both ingenuity and tradition. His other poetry collections like Indumati, 
Pranay Ballari, Kichaka Badha are also no less outstanding in their literary merit. 


BOTANICAL SPIRIT IN ODISHA 


Gandhamardan hill is the place where there are more than.5000 medicinal herbs. Legend goes, 
when Laxman was wounded severely to the point of being unconscions by Indrajit , Hanuman was 
pressed into finding out Vishalyakarani, the medicinal herb out of this mountain. Unable to trace 
out the same in time the latter uplifted the mountain and placed the same before the vaidya. This 
herb could save the precious life of Lord Laxman then. 


OLD RAMPART AT DEBRIGARH ¥ : 
tess As one looks at the past, one sees that this 


temple was rebuilt by Baijal Dev in fif- 
teenth century AD. Only 10 minutes drive 
from Paikmal, it is certainly the best loved 
place for bathing enthusiasts . One may 
spice up one’s mood provided he/she has 
the ability for snatching a holiday from 
the calendar. 

In Bhagavad Gita, Krishna told Arjuna that 
while the path of wisdom proves difficult, 
the path of prayer is somewhat easier and 
hence the necessity of Nrsimhanatha. Once 
you are here, your heart may acquire a new 
dimension for a sublimated spirit. 
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Digitized by jan ka@gmaill.com 


DEBRIGARH 

This highest peak in the mountain range of Barapahad with the cluster of 12 hills 
that stretches from near Hirakud Dam far beyond Ambabhona Block of Bargarh 
district, encompassing the border line of Odisha and Chhatisgarh . It scales a 
height of 2,267 feet embracing the dense forest, serpentine valley, both flora , 
and fauna and above all caressing the deep blue horizon of the azure sky. \ 
Debrigarh stands as the mute testimony to the relentless fight of the 
great warrior Surendra Sai, who devoted his lifetime fighting against 
the mighty British. At the foothill of the mountain, there is a giant 
cave namely Barabakhara meaning twelve rooms, enough for a 
rebel to take shelter. Khandajore, the rivulet flows adjacent to 
the spot that acted like defending the rebel simultaneously 
quenching the thirst of the legendary veer. A huge 
boundary made of boulders surrounded the rampart 
to make it impenetrable. 

It will take around one hour from 
Sambalpur to visit the spot but the visitor has to 
keep his strength intact for sightseeing 
less frequented spots along this 
inhospitable terrain. This will bring you closer 
to the history of Sambalpur, reopening 
glorious pages of the past. Conceived as the 
symbol of chivalry, Debrigarh no doubt preserves its 
glory even today. 

Now, there are cottages in Debrigarh built by 
Forest authorities of Odisha Govt. for attracting tourists and 
to champion the cause of eco-tourism. This Sylvan resort offers 
hospitality in quaint surrounding, an atmosphere interplaying both light 
and darkness, coolness of the forest and freshness of the sky. Debrigarh offers 
best of relaxation and thrill with its delectable food made of local ingredients . 
It has exotic cuisine to meet the satisfaction of foreign travelers . Come and 
have a relaxed day with the balmy air riding along the green wood. With comfortable eco-tourist 
cottages and trekking routes, sighting of animals gets intensified through boat ride. Hirakud 
reservoir says good bye to a visitor when Barapahad receives him/her near Dhodrokusum allowing 
left dyke to end. Near Barakhandia one has to cross over steep hills until one reaches Duandera and 
Ranipur. One may easily come across wild animals like leopard, sloth bear and many others from 
such categories while crossing the forest road. In the adjoining area, one may discover the root of 
ancient era. 


PLAYING HOST TO VISITORS ¥ TOURIST RESORT IN DEBRIGARH ¥ 
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Sambalpuri Handloom : Tie & Dye 


A WELL SCRIPTED HANDLOOM STORY ¥ 


History holds that Krutartha Acharya, 
pioneer in the field of Tie & Dye was born in 
this small town Bargarh on 20.03.1900 and 
outshined others diligently in spreading the 
popularity of Sambalpuri Handloom. 
Nowadays brightly lit showrooms in important 
cities and towns of the world including India 
have show-cased this as world’class fabric. 
This artistic attire best known as Sambalpuri 
sari sprouts from the body of its wearer, may 
she be a film star , a nation! leader or a news 
reader in the Television set. In Sambalpuri 
cloth , surprise lies in its colour. Its brightness 
doesn’t go away in spite of consistent use. 
Therefore , it is naturally the hot favourite 
among ladies. 

By chance you have an opportunity to be in 
Bargarh for sometime, never be in a hurry. 
Find time for stepping into a showroom of 
Sambalpuri Bastralaya to keep your eyes 
engaged on this rare product. What could be a 
better presentation than this at the time of 
wedding or any other social function ? 


AMBABHONA 


Ambabhona, a Block Hqrs in 
Bargarh district is only 40 km 
from Bargarh town bordering 
Chhatisgarh State. Such a trip 
brings closer with the breath- 
taking scenes of un-spoilt forest 
growth in myriad form. 
Somewhere in between Bhatli 
and Ambabhona you can stop 
for a lunch and enjoy the 
buzzing life of country people. 
This is in sharp contrast with 
tourist places of urban areas 
where a visit may be celebrated 
through arranged facilities. 

Till date Ambabhona maintains its medieval lay out amid greenery hills and mountains. 
Across it flows the river Mahanadi touching the feet of mountain plateau of Barapahad. 
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Once a visitor concentrates 
in very basic and not 
Tuxury, Ambabhona is sure 
to come within his/her 
appreciable range. 
Bordering river Mahanadi, 
Bodjampali is near 
Ambabhona celebrating the 
holy cause of Maa 
Patharseni, the presiding 
deity of the locality. 
Combined with spiritual 
calmness, the musical flow 
of river Mahanadi is an 
added attraction. 


BADAJAMPALI (AMBABHONA) 


TEMPLE OF MAA PATHARSENI, >» 


THE SOLITARY BIRD 
AMIDST NATURE’S SPLENDOUR ¥ 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar 
142 km from Bhadrak town, district 
Hqrs of Bhadrak. One may reach 
Bhadrak from Kolkata too. 


TRAIN 

Bhadrak is a railway station on the 
East Coast railway division connect- 
ing with Howrah, Bhubaneswar and 
other important places in the country. 


BUS 

National Highway No. 5 connecting 
Chennai with Kolkata passes through 
the district. There is bus facility from 
Bhubaneswar, Jajpur, Balasore and 
Mayurbhanj to reach Bhadrak. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Blue Vine Hotel 

Goutam Hotel 

Fridous Lodge 

Tarini Continental 


BHADRAK RAILWAY STATION ¥ 


BHADRAK DISTRICT 


Standing on the bank of river Salandi, one can have a 
glimpse of Bhadrak which is a historical town that derives 
its name from the Goddess Bhadrakali. It lies on the 
border with Balasore in the north, Jajpur in the south and 
Keonjhar in the west. Kendrapada, another district Hqrs 
of Odisha is situated in the east of Bhadrak. 


CHANDBALI 


50 km from Bhadrak, Chandbali is situated 
on the riverbank Vaitarani, that proclaims its 
status as an old port during British days. Way 
back in 1886, the first communication was 
established through the Bay of Bengal 
between Chandabali and Kolkata. Gradually, 
business took a lead in the area due to such 
kind of a ferrying support. It became the 
gateway to Bhitarakanika, another popular 
tourist resort-cum-wild life sanctuary in the 
deltaic zone of Brahmani, Vaitarani and 
Kharasuan. The invading mangroves spread 
across the region like a natural fortification. 
Such an atmosphere is certainly eco-friendlier 
in providing living support to crocodiles, 
mangoose, hyaena, snakes and such other 
wild creatures. Boating over river Vaitarani 
would be a thrilling experience to share with 
friends and relatives. 
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Akhandalamani, the temple of 
Lord Shiva is a major attraction 
for pilgrims in the district. 
Situated on the river bank 
Vaitarani, Aradi, the place 
housing the temple is 37 km 
from Bhadrak town towards east 
via Asurali. 


ago, during a king’s time, a 
peasant was engaged in 
ploughing his field. Suddenly his 
plough hit a stone lying under 
the earth. While digging out the 
same, people saw blood oozing 
out of it. The message went to 
the king but on his arrival, he 


could find the same blood 
transform into milk and a cobra 
hooding the stone. The king 
could confirm the same as Lord 
Akhandalamani through a dream 
sequence. 


Harihar Bhanj, king of Kanika 
and chief queen Satyabhama 
Patadei had taken avowed 
interest in the construction of 
this temple. As usual, legend has 
its greater say on the origin of 
the deity. Around 350 years 


BABA AKHANDALAMAND A 


MAA BHADRAKALI ¥ 


In a small far-off corner of Bhadrak 
district Eram shines as the glittering star 
in the firmament of freedom struggle. 
Being inspired by the speeches of 
Mahatma Gandhi, people in Eram led a 
protest march on 28.09.1942 against 
Britishraj. The procession was resisted by 
he police and repression on the innocent 
protesters broke open in a violent form. 
Twenty-nine persons fell victim to police 
firing. The soil of Eram was soaked in 
their blood. Such a tragic incident reminds 
us of the massacre that took place in 
Jallianawalabagh under the command of 
General Dyer. 


Today, Eram reminds us of the past days 
of struggle and the sacrifice of our great 
martyrs who took up the cause of a 
bonded nation and freed it ultimately from 
the hands of the Britishers. 


The relic here pays glowing tribute to 
the cause of 29 great patriots falling prey 
to police firing and is a must visit place for 
any patriot. 


Situated at a distance of 82 km from Bhadrak, 
Dhamara is on the bank of the confluence of river 
Vaitarani, Brahmani and Kharasuan falling into the 
Bay of Bengal and making the place all the more 
significant for its navigable characteristic. Recently 
there has been joint venture of two renowned 
companies under the banner of Dhamara Port 
Company Limited (DPCL) and construction of the 
port is now in rapid progress. 

Once constructed, Dhamra would rise to the 
status of the deepest port in India to the extent of 
harbouring cargo ships upto 180,000 DWT. There 
shall be 13 berths to accommodate arrival of ships 
that would bear with the capacity to load and unload 
upto 83 million M.T. in a year. 

Dhamra stands unique to uphold the great 
tradition of maritime experiences in the then 
Kalinga. In a way, it helps recollecting our glorious 
past and more so the long lost days when vessels 
used to come from other islands like Maldive, 
Laccadive bringing in coirs, cloves, spices and other 
import goods. In exchange, they carried back rice 
and other export harvests making maritime trade as 
an integral part of life. 

Dhamara port, once starts functioning would 
forge a new determination for Odisha upholding 
resurgence in maritime activities. In the commercial 
field, it will no doubt break a new ground. 


PORT SITE 


DHAMARAI :THE GODDESS A 


[ A ASMART CALLING FROM DHAMARA PORT 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


THE FIRST SHIP ZEN HUA-II IN DHAMARA PORT A 
FROM SANGHA! (9-FEB-2010) 


The first ship ZEN HUA-II with devices 


ship loading and unloading reached 
amara from Sanghai in China on 
Feb-2010. 


Equipped with capacity to load 5000 tones 
r hour and 2800 TPH unloading, Dhamara is 
w poised to welcome its first vessel having 
3.80 meters and 39.25 meters both in length 
1 breadth covering weightage of 37.743 


WY TEMPLE AT DHAMARA PORT 


A 1DOL OF WORSHIP AT HARISANKAR 


WHERE TO STAY 
Classic Hotel 

Paradise Palace 

Sahoo Lodge 

Hotel Tribeni 

Hotel Samrat 

Hotel Rajmahal 


Lin 


BOLANGIR DISTRICT 


HOW TO REACH 
The nearest airport is Raipur in Chhatisgarh state at a 
distance of 255 km from here. 


Bolangir is a railway station in South Eastern railway 
zone having connections with Howrah, Walteir, 
Raipur, Bhubaneswar and other important stations. 


Bolangir, the district Hqrs is on N.H. No. 201 that 
traverses between Bargarh and Boriguma in Koraput 
district. Bus facility connects Bolangir with other 
places in the state and beyond. 


An ex-princely state, Bolangir town is the 
Haqrs of Bolangir district. The feudatory state Patna as 
time wings to its past had its origin in the 1880s. 
District Bolangir is its modern form. The district 
borders Sonepur in the east, Nawapara in the west, 
Bargarh in the north and Chhatisgarh state in the 
south-west. 


During picnic months, young 
boys and girls both from schools 
and colleges step into their 
vehicles for discovering them- 
selves in the lap of Harisankar. 
Adventurers as they are, they 
may start scaling the hill-top to 
prove their interest for moun- 
taineering. Parasailing and aero- 
modelling may be the right 
kinds of practices here. One 
may also find time to spend with 
the wild inhabitants stationed in 
a small zoo. Mostly traffic-free, 


A TEMPLE AT HARISANKAR 


encounter with God Harisankar 
may be the top spiritual agenda 


after a bath in the cool spring. a କା 


High tea or lunch with family members in the rustle of foliage and diffused sunrays may be the 
unforgettable memory of Harisankar that wouldn’t desert you for long 

Bolangir boasts of unique scenic spots and evergreenness of the mountain range of Harisankar . 
Although this differs in Sindhekela and Bangomunda area, they represent cultural and architectural legacy 
which is evident in temples and sculptures. 


Maa Samaleswari is the 

presiding deity in 
TEMPLE SOMESWAR : RANIPUR JHARIAL Bolangir. Amidst holy 
grandeur, she is offered 
daily-puja. Situated at 
centre of the town 
devotees find occasion 
to visit in large numbers 
everytime seeking her 
blessings 


MAA SAMALESWARI A 


Near Loisingha, about 25 km from Bolangir town this temple 
attracts devout tourists from all directions. Lord Shiva is 
enshrined within. 


A SHIVA TEMPLE : YOGISARDA 


Half an hour drive from Kantabanji, a railway head and commercial centre in west Odisha, Ranipur 
Jharial is situated in the place where there are images of 64 goddesses having all pervading influence on 
the minds of their devotees. You may step down at Titlagarh railway station between Raipur- Vizag to 
reach the spot traveling around 45 minutes by a motor vehicle. 

The place abounds in historical narratives of 64 deities but the shrines bear no proof of any offering 
through routine puja. The goddesses are all powerful having been installed since olden days. They invoke 
spiritual mood among the believers and stand like real wonder in the field of archaeology 
.However, out of 64 idols, 14 are destroyed already. These fifty are yet to be recognized fully. Puranic 
tales in Skwandha, Kalika and Sarala Mahabharata describe about Koushiki Kali. The eight 
incarnations of Adyashakti namely ‘Bhadraklali’ ‘Uma’, ‘Ugrachandi’, Koushiki Kali’,‘Ugratara’, 
‘Chamunda’, Shivaduti’ and ‘Chandika’ have eight escorts each aggregating G64. Ranipur Jharial 
epitomizes shakta or shakti cult,which rolls down ever since 16th century. These celebrities, no doubt, are 
in the company of Mahamaya Kali , the most enigmatic deity to talk of her unconquerable strength. 


About 70 km from Bolangir town, Titlagarh is a sub-divisional Hqrs of Bolangir district. Kumuda hill 
stretches along this small town accommodating Lord Dhabaleswar adding spiritual dimension to one’s 
mind. 

Titlagarh, carrying the ambience of a 
semi-urban status, allows a refreshing 
mood for any of its visitors. It gives scope 
for buying quality products like onion, 
black gram and other agricultural items, 
lovely handicrafts in bamboo and wood 
from the local haat while sharing simplicity 
with their unwise sellers having less than 
normal commercial interest. The artless 
pattern of human living common to this 
area is yet to agree with the urban fiestas 
embarking on extravaganza. 

Once you are in this small town, Lord 
Dhabaleswar prescribes itinerary for you 
and your family members. Your enhanced 
profitability is nothing but his divine 
blessings to which you are the only 
franchisee. 


L” in 


A LORD DHABALESWAR 
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TRAMPLE INDRALAT & 64 YOGIMIS : RANIPUR JHAMIAL 
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A village on the National Highway 
No. 201 and 42 km from Bolangir 
town, one may have to pass 
through lush green fields during 
winter & rains but to bear brunt of 
heat in summer to offer prayer 
before Lord Jagannath, Lord 
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra in 
their ever austerity show off. 
These stone idols in their usual 
mystique wonder carry forward 
time since the advent of 
Somavamshi dynasty of eighth 
century. Visitors naturally wonder 
while listening to the mythic tale 
behind arrival episode of these 
deities. Many argue through their 
own logic to depict the idols as 
from pre-Jagannath days of Puri 
Temple. The sanctified spirit in 
true sense speaks the nobler 
instinct of a great God featuring 
universal brotherhood. 


HOW TO REACH 


ATR 
The nearest airport is at Bhubaneswar 228 km 
from district Hqrs Boudh. 


TRAIN 

Train services are available from Bhubaneswar. 
Sambalpur, Raipur, Bolangir and other places 
upto Rairakhol, the nearest railway head. 
Boudh is 27 km from here and can be reached 
by Bus or Taxi. 


BUS 

Boudh is 240 km from state capital, 
Bhubaneswar. It is connected by State Highway 
No. 1 & 14 passing through Nayagarh- 
Charichhak. One can also arrive at Boudh 
through N.H. No. 42 via Angul. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel Rajmahal 
Hotel Bhabani Plaza 


BOUDH DISTRICT 


Boudh town carries the scenic landscape of river 
Mahanad;i that glides nearby. It guards the northern 
and western frontiers of the district. With Subarnapur 
district in the north-west Boudh is surrounded by 
Angul district in the north-east and Phulbani district 
in the south. History associates Boudh with 
Buddhism. 


MAHANADI AT BOUDH : BATHING IN THE ETERNITY OF TIME 
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A TEMPLE AT BOUDH 


BUDDHA STATUE 


The statues of Buddha, springing up in and around 
Boudh town, remind the visitors of the prevalence of 
Buddhism in the area in earlier times. 


In Boudh town there is an idol of Buddha flanked by 
a pair of fairy queens with garlands in hands. 
Another such idol also exists in Pargalpur, a small 
village near Shyamsundarpur. On its right, there is an 
image called Ugratara, reminding the existence of 
tantrik form of Mahayana Buddhism. History does 
not rule out the existence of a Buddhist Monastery in 
the nearby place. Perhaps this development took 
effect from around mid-eighth century to tenth 
century when Bhaumakaras ruled the kingdom. 
Schools of thoughts covering 
Kalachakaryana and Sahajayana flourished during 
the regime of Paramopasaka Kshemarikaradeva, 
Parama Tathagatha Sivakaradev and 
Paramasaugata Subhakaradev. 


Vajrayana, 


LORD BUDDHA AT BOUDH : THE BRIGHTLY LIT HEART A 


RAMANATH TEMPLE 

Rameswar or Ramanath of Boudh reminds us of 
architectural wonder of AD900. Mostly made of 
red sandstone, its elegance and stylistic features, 
endures till today. The sculptural carving on the 
wall of the temples with several designs ideally 
invokes the artistic merit of craftsmen during that 
period. Some of the historians claim these temples 
older than Lingaraj Temple at Bhubaneswar. 
These three Saivaite Tantric temples are situated 
within the same compound wall known as Pascima 
Somanath, Kapileswar and Bhubaneswar. It might 
have been the grand meeting point of Jainism, 
Buddhism, Saivaism and Vaishnavism. 
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A TEMPLE OF BABA RAMESWAR, BOUDH 


SAMBALPURI HANDLOOM 


Butupali near Boudh town and other 
nearby places like Bausuni, 
Manumunda, Dabha have warping 
sheds attached to weavers’ houses 
manned by them. There have been large 
concentration of weavers in this zone. 
Sambalpuri saris displaying several 
designs and motifs through the patterns 
of tie & dye can be available from the 
roadside shops. One may pick up such 
lovely product with a fairly reasonable 
price without burdening the purse. In 
the world of handloom, it really wins 
the crown. 


m:n 
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GANDHARADI AT JAGATI 


Long back Bhanja dynasty had their ascendance to the throne of Boudh. Silabhanja Deva known as Angadi 

was perhaps the first one to occupy the throne. Dhritipura was their capital. Gandharadi was conceived as 
an initial blueprint, the meaning of which is the emanating fragrance of these glorious kings. Historians are 
of opinion that during AD900 Somavamsi exercised their power in Suvarnapur, presently known as 
Sonepur. Just then, Bhaumakaras ruled over Utkala ie coastal plains of Odisha. The Bhanja state known s 
Khinjali Mandala spread across Boudh and Sonepur. Daspalla region was bearing the characteristic of a 
buffer kingdom between the two. Hence, it was obvious that culture and religion of both the neighbouring 
lands made an inroad into it. The twin temples at Gandharadi having both Nilamadhava and Siddheswara 
have their pride of place upholding the cult of Shiva and Vishnu. Resultantly, cross-cultural current flowed 
into the decorative walls of these two temples. Both sanctums carry the pattern of Pancharatha Rekha more 
in tune with the style of architecture prevalent in north-central Indian temples. Gandharadi is also known 
as the temple of four Sambhus. 
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PURUNA KATAK 


Linked with the fragrance of orchids in the first place, competing eagerly with the height of trees and moun- 
tains, Puruna Katak, the picturesque village is an impulsive bidder for the blessing of Maa Vairabi, the pre- 
siding deity here. 

Situated on Boudh-Bhubaneswar Highway the perennial watercourse Laxminallah originates from here to 
fall at a distance of 6 km north into the river Mahanadi near Ramgarh. Situated 40 km away from Phulbani 
Puruna Katak is also at a radius of 200 km from the capital city Bhubaneswar and 30 km from Boudh, its 
district Hqrs. Another road leads from P. Katak to Dhalpur, a distance of 13 km coterminous with the river 
bank Mahanadi. Charichhak, the Highway Junction and the meeting point of four roads is only 5 km from 
here. 

Puruna Katak erstwhile Padmanarasingha Kantak carries with it volumes of history concerning the princely 
estate of Boudh. As a quiet retreat, it demands value pricing for its quaint surrounding. This small village is 
perennially active through Shyama Kalipuja, Sapatapuri Amabasya, Ugratara Puja and a host of local cel- 
ebrations. 

Why not to avail yourself of fresh breath from here and allow the slanting sunlight to caress grown up leaves 
and foliage surrounding the area ? 


CHARICHHAK ¥ 


SATKOSHIA FROM THE SIDE OF CHARICHHAK ¥ 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


CUTTACK 


HOW TO REACH 


AIR 
It is 33 km from the airport at Bhubaneswar 
that connects major cities and towns in India 


TRAIN 

Cuttack is an important railway station in 
East Coast railway zone having links with 
Howrah, Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi and other 
places of the country. 


BUS 

Cuttack is on NH No. 5 that connects 
Chennai with Kolkata. It has excellent road 
connectivity with all important places in 
Odisha and beyond. 


CUTTACK DISTRICT 


WHERE TO STAY 

Hotel Akbari Continental, 

Hotel Neeladri, Hotel Sagar 
Hotel Monalisa, Hotel Jasmine 
Hotel Roxy, Hotel Lords 
Hotel Ananda, Hotel Veena 
Hotel Ambika, Hotel Dwarika 
Cuttack Hotel, Hotel Shri Jagannath 


Hotel Adarsha, Panthanivas(OTDC) 
Hotel Ashoka 
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INDOOR STADIUM.CUTTACK A 


Cuttack has a millennium-year-old history. It is 
flanked by the river Mahanadi in the north and the 
river Kathajodi in the south. Situated as it is in the 
apex delta of Mahanadi, it 
strategically chosen by the earlier rulers of Odisha 
as their capital. The enemy had to cross the rivers 
to invade Cuttack. In the past Cuttack has been 


the river was 


variously named as Abhinava Varanasi, Cuttack, 
Kataka- Benaras, etc. The Abhinava Varanasi was 
founded in 1230 AD. In 14th and 15th centuries it 
came to be known as Varanasi Katak. Muslim 
historians named it Katak-Benaras. In 16th 
century it simply became Katak. 


The present name Cuttack is the anglicized 
version of the Sanskrit word Kataka whose one 
meaning is military camp and the other one is fort 
of capital or the seat of the Government. 


For the last seven hundred years the history of 
Cuttack has been inextricably linked with the 
history of Odisha. It was the capital of the Gangas, 
the Suryavamsis, the Bhois, the Chalukyas, the 


Afgans, the Mughals, the Marathas and the 
British. 


BARABATI STADIUM,CUTTACK 


The beauty of the physical entity of Cuttack 
found its expression in the works of the Muslim 
historians. One such is from the author of Sair-ul- 
Mutkharin: “The horizon is bounded by a forest of 
beautiful lofty trees that extends as far as the eyes 
can reach” The strong embankment around the 
city is said to have been erected by one Markat 
Keshari in 967 AD. 

One still marvels at the engineering skill of 
the Odias in constructing stone revetment on the 
fringes of Cuttack city which has been protecting 
it from the wrath of flood for about the last seven 
centuries. There has now been a ring road on the 
revetment, traveling on which one gets an 
opportunity to have a panoramic view of the rivers 
Mahanadi and Kathajodi. 

Barabati fort has been the witness to the rise 
and fall of many Odia rulers. In 1361 AD Firoze 
Shah invaded Cuttack and held its king captive 
here. When the Britishers conquered Odisha in 
1803 AD they took this fort under their control. 
Ironically, this fort turned into a prison for many 
Odia rulers. The Britishers imprisoned the kings 
of Kujanga, Khurda etc. and put them here. There 
are now Cuttack Club, Government offices and 
quarters in this fort. Barabati fort is now in 
ration 


complete ruins. During the British adminis 
the remnants of this fort was dismantled so that its 
stones could be used by the Works Department for 
the construction of the roads and buildings. Of the 
shrines in Cuttack that of goddess Cuttack Chandi 
is most revered by the Hindus. The Muslim 
monument here is like Jama Masjid of Balubazar, 
built in 1689 which dedicated to 
Awarangzeb’s daughter Shahzad Begum. The city 
also contains three Jain shrines. Cuttack city is 


was 


Established in the year 1868, it is one of the oldest institutions in India that he 


as produced a number of qualified students serving the cause of mankind i: 
at large. Since 2006, it has been upgraded to the status of a university. ame | 


RAVENSHAW COLLEGE , CUTTACK A 


Sixty km from Cuttack, Banki is a sub divisional 
Hqrs. Here, Goddess Charchika is the presiding 
deity. Legend says that Maa Charchika had been 
worshipped in Ruchika Ashram. As established 
by Jamadagni, his son Parsuram, the £“ 
indomitable mythological hero came next and 
continued with the same. In Dakhya Jagnya, 
Sati, the wife of Lord Shiva sacrificed her life. 
Her decomposed body was snatched away by 
Lord Vishnu from the frenzied Shiva. The dead 
body was cut into 84 pieces by his wheel and 
strewn all over. Subsequently, the spots on 
which the dead pieces fell became Shaktipithas. 
Here, on the Ruchika mountain, the right hand of 
Sati fell. Both the demons Raktabirjya and 
Ranasura were killed by Maa Durga, the incarnated 
Goddess. She metamorphosed into Devi 
Chamunda and displayed her hysterical dance 
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wearing skulls around her neck. Ultimately 
Chamunda turned into Goddess Charchika. 
Initially Bhrigu, at the behest of Maa Durga 
started worshipping her. Successively, after 
Vedic age, during the age of Savari, Biswabasu, 
the Sabara started fighting with 
Indradumna. Biswabasu got defeated and 
Vidyapati, the minister of Indradumna could 
succeed in stealing away Nilamadhav, the God 


king 


in connivance with Lalita, the daughter of 
Indradumna. Here, Indradumna arranged a 
Jagnya out of his reverence for Goddess 
Charchika and thereby ensured his capability to 
come across Nilamadhav. 


PROCESS OF WEAVING IN NUAPATANA A 


A major attraction for tourists cutting 
the vicinity of Cuttack city, these 


across re: 


igious boundary. In 
domes justifying memorial 
characteristic of a mosque stands to remind prophet Mohammed, 
whose footprint on a precious stone is the focusing point. 


A BIRTH PLACE OF NETAJI SUBHAS CH. BOSE AT CUTTACK 


Subash Chandra Bose, the great patriot, India has ever 
produced was born in Cuttack on 23 January 1897. Netaji, as 
being called had the charisma of a great commander who took 
over reins of Azad Hind Fauj (Indian National Army) and 
showed crusading zeal to fight against the British imperialist 
forces. 

As a distinguished scholar Subhas topped the Matriculation 
Examination and brought laurel for himself in Kolkata 
academic sphere. Although selected to join Indian Civil 
Service, he preferred to lead the life of a freedom fighter 
defying Britishraj. 

In Odia Bazar Cuttack, the ancestral house of Subhas Chandra 
is now turned into the birthplace museum of Netaji that 
reminds its visitors the heroic tales of his bygone days. 
Cuttack, being the birthplace of a legendary hero like Subhas 
has enough to boast of such a feather added to its cap. 


A LACEWORK IN FILIGREE 


WY KADAM-I-RASUL AT CUTTACK 
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Bhattarika, another sacred spot in Cuttack 
district stands on the bank of river 
Mahanadi, at a distance of 105 km from 
Cuttack. The idol of the deity is enshrined 
on the foothill of Ratnagiri. As the popular 
legend goes, Parsuram, the great warrier had 
found out the path to come over here for 
offering his prayer to the deity. He wanted 
blessing from the goddess to exterminate 
Bhattas or Kshetriyas that hardly has 
relevance in modern times. There is another 
fact like Devi Bhattarika belongs to the cult 
of tantrik Buddhism established during the 
rule of Bhaumakar. But Somavamsis, the 
patron of Hinduism acted in their own way 
to retain the Pitha with them but mostly 
Devi Bhattarika is taken as the Goddess of 
fishermen. Devi is in Lalitasana with a lotus 
in one hand and the other hand in the form 
of a Varadamudra. However, this Pitha is 
unique for its attraction as the panoramic 
beauty of Mahanadi supplements in 


SUN-SET IN BHATTARIKA 


the form of a solitary landscape. A visitor finds it 
most pleasing to spend time on the lap of nature with 
a devotional mind and heart. Regular bus services 
are there for reaching 105 km distance from Cuttack 
to Bhattarika Chowk and the rest 5 km could be 
negotiated with any auto rickshaw. One well 
maintained Pantha Nivas is just near managed by 
Orissa Tourism Development Corporation. 
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Anshupa lake is a short distance from the 
bank of river Mahanadi in Subarnapur near 
Athagarh, a sub-divisional hqrs. Only 54 km 
from Cuttack. One may reach this lake after 
crossing over 11-km from Athagarh by bus or 
auto rickshaw. There has been spectacular 
development in and around Anshupa lake 
without allowing destruction to its pristine 
beauty. The nearby hills are covered with 
plants and foliage truly advocating the scenic 
stand of the area. In winter, birds migrate to 
this lake to float on its undulating waves . 
Poet Jayakrishna Mishra was born in Tigiria 
near this lake who champions the cause of the 
beauty of Anshupa” in his famous poetry 
anthology, Anshupa. 


¥ Asin si FERRYING ACROSS MAHANADI NEAR DHABALESWAR ¥ 
In the vicinity of river Mahanadi 30 km from Cuttack 
city and 16 km from Choudwar near Mancheswar 
Dhabaleswar has its own tale to tell. It is a pictorial 
surrounding with waves of the great river kissing the 
feet of revered God Dhabaleswar. Such a worship 
goes back to Shivaite tradition in Odishan History. 
As legend has it from Dhabaleswar Purana, one 
ordinary farmer once took the shelter of Lord Shiva 
requesting the latter for an ox in stead of his existing 
herd of cows as they didn’t help him in cultivation. In 
exchange, he assured the God his first calf in case 
blessed with a male one. After sometime the farmer’s 
heifer gave birth to a male calf but the farmer 


A DE HANGING BRIDGE AT 
became miser enough not to part with it. CP ABALESWAR 


mim 
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AMIDST FOLK RITUALS : A COUNTRYSIDE SCENE IN CUTTACK DISTRICT A 


However Lord Shiva devised a plan to teach the 


ss the 


farmer a lesson. One day a pedestrian came acr: 
calf. He became greedy enough to steal the animal 
from the spot. As evening approached , the calf didn’t 
return to his shed. The farmer went on and on for a 
wild search and enquired about it whosoever he met. 
A group of villagers came forward to help him in the 


search operation. 


Fate took a different turn for the stealer. He 
surrendered before Lord Dhabaleswar to save him 
from such an embarrassing situation. As people 
started surrounding him Lord himself came forward 
in the guise of a Brahmin to rescue him. He asked the 
gathering witty-gritty like * What colour is your calf ? 
*Dark’,sharp came the reply. Exactly then, a white 
calf was seen shouting at them. Utterly disappointed 
the people returned from there. However they didn’t 
fail to cross-examine the farmer. On repeated 
interrogations he revealed the fact and atoned for his 


greed. 


As Lord Shiva made the dark calf white, since then, 
he became branded in his new name Lord 
Dhabaleswar. Dhabaleswar has been connected with 
a hanging bridge from one to other side of the river 
bank that made the pilgrims easier for reaching the 
Pitha. This is first of its kind in Odisha. Boat facility 
though an old practice, is not totally withdrawn from 


the spot. People congregate here in large numbers to 


celebrate worship of the Lord on the occasion of 


Kartika Purnima & Mahashiva Ratri 


NARAJ BARRAGE 


Both Naraj Barrage and bridge are two 
attractive sights in Cuttack district. The 
bridge lies at a distance of 10 km from 
Cuttack city across the river Kathjodi.The 
greater developed part of the city like 
Bidanasi and CDA identified with sectors 
are not far off. Government, taking into 
account the scope for further development 
has chosen this area encircling the bridge 
for new universities and such other 
institutions serving public purpose. The 
beauty of river Kathjodi, sunrise and 
sunset are the most captivating sights for 
any visitor to experience with. 


NARAJ BARRAGE OVER RIVER KATHIOD! A 


PHOTO : MANAS MOHAPATRA 
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280 km. Another airport is Raipur in Chhatisgarh 376 
km from here. 


TRAIN 

The nearest railway station for Deogarh is at 
Sambalpur. Only 90 km from Deogarh. Other railway 
stations Jharsuguda and Rourkela are at a distance of 
98 and 115 km. 


The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar at a distance of 


BUS 
Deogarh is 90 km from Sambalpur, 115 km from 
Rourkela and 280 km from Bhubaneswar by road. 


TT 


DEOGARH DISTRICT 


Hotel Mamata 
Basanta Nivas (Government) 


Deogarh, the newly created district from 01.01.1994 out of the erstwhile Sambalpur district is an 
ex-feudatory state known as Bamanda. Situated on National Highway No. 6 it is flanked by Angul district 
both from east and south, Sambalpur in the west and Sundargarh in the north. Bamanda had the distinction 
to get electricity and benefit of a printing press much earlier than any established towns and cities of India. 
Crowned with a rich library, it possesses rare old books providing ample charm for readers and researchers. 
Even today Deogarh stands testimony to Gadjat legacy carving a niche in literature and culture. 
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A KAILASH IN ITS RURAL BEAUTY 


On the way to Sambalpur | km from National 
Highway No 6 near Tileibani Ghat, Kailash takes 
pride in its pristine glory. An old building 
reminisces the days when the then rulers of 
Bamanda estate used to stay there for hunting. Once 
you are there,laziness vanishes and nature takes you 
to her fold. You can play hide-and-seek with the 
shadow of the hill and the quietness all around. 


mim 


Pradhanpat waterfall is only 5 minutes 
drive from Deogarh town. An excellent 
beauty spot, Pradhanpat, brings cheers to 
all. The gushing sound of the fall could be 
heard out of ski-flying jump of water from 
a distance. 

Tucked in the midst of green forest, the 
silvery fountain jumps down from a height 
of 920 feet. The fascinating bungalows 
such as Lalita Basanta and Vasant Nivas 
constructed during the time of 
Sachidananda Tribhuban Dev (1908-9) 
exist like twin structures to sing the glory 
of forgotten days. 

Pradhanpat stands amidst magnificent 
mountain plateau. One may go for trekking 
on the mountain ladder for a deeper 
communion with the steep valley and to 
have a panoramic view of the town. 
Marked trails will take tourists around the 
scenic spots provided they have splendid 
leisure hours with them . 

The water falling rapidly can also swirl 
over in a gentle way creating vapour mass 
to resuscitate the tiredness of a visitor. 


KAILASH IN ITS SYLVAN SETTING ¥ 


4 PRADHANPAT WATERFALL A 


DHENKANAL 


HOW TO REACH 
AIR 
Dhenkanal is 99 km from Bhubaneswar airport 


TRAIN 
Dhenkanal is a railway head with fast running trains from 
Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur & Raipur. 


BUS 
Situated on N.H-42 it is connected with bus routes from 
Cuttack, Rourkela and other places of the state. 


WHERE TO STAY DHENKANAL DISTRICT 
Hotel Surya 

Hotel Sakuntala 
Srikrishna Lodge 
Kunjakanta Palace 
Panthasala at Kapilas 


Situated at the centre of the state, Dhenkanal has closer proximity 
with Cuttack in the south, Angul in the west, Jajpur in the east and 
Keonjhar in the north. Bordering the river Mahanadi it stretches 
any one’s mood for a relaxation through its tropical forest zone. 
Gandawana deposits and Eastern Ghats range play distinctive roles 
in shaping the geographical potential of the district. 
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JORANDA 

Joranda is situated in Dhenkanal district, 24 km to the North 
East of the district Hqrs. It is famous as a gadi of the 
Mahima Sect. The samadhi of the Mahima Gosain, 
profounder of this cult is situated here. On Magha Purnima, 
(full moon day in January- February) the followers of this 
sect congregate here. 

Mahima Dharma is also known as Alekh Dharma, as the 
only God that believes in the Param Brahma, one that 
cannot be described. The name, parentage, place or date of 
birth of Mahima Goasain is shrouded in mystery. He was 
popularly known as Dhulia Baba as he slept on ground and 
Nirahari Baba as he lived on water. One of the greatest 
poets of odia literature Bhima Bhoi was his disciple.He 
preached fundamental values of life through his writings, 
concentrating mostly on poems 


KAPILAS 

Kapilas is a range of hills in Dhenkanal district, the highest 
peak among them being Kapilas. There is a Shiva temple 
below at a height of 475 metres, in the name of 


Chandrasekhar or Sikhareswara. It is surrounded by a green 
jungle. 

As the abode of Lord Shiva, this Kapilas Kshetra is held in 
great reverence by the people of Odisha. Sarala Das, the 
fifteenth century Odia poet in adapting Mahabharata to 
Odia describes this place as the dwelling centre of Lord 
Shiva. 


ah 
A ZOO NEAR KAP 


A PARK AT KAPILAS 


This temple of about 60 feet height is also 
approached by a flight of steps. The 
Narayan temple here is of recent origin. 
There is a kalas, which bears no sign of 
falling down from this temple top. It has 
proto Odia characters in its inscriptions. 
The yearly festivals here resemble with 
those of the Lingaraj Temple. Shiva Ratri 
is the most important festival here. 
Mahima Gosain, the propounder of 
Mahima Dharma, spent 24 years of life 
here in Kapilas, in meditation. 


Narasingha Dev I was behind the 
construction of the temple at Kapilas for 
Sri Chandrasekhar. A couple of kundas 
namely Payamrta and Marichi exist on 
both sides of it. Ganesha, Kartikeya and a 
host of idols embellish this sacred sphere. 
Some even attributed to this place as the 
abode of great Kapila Muni, the 
propagator of Samkhya philosophy. 


ee DTTZET DY SPOT RENO CO 


The whole district stands 
s a great repository of 
aite and Vaisnavite 
s including Shakt: 
es from the page: 
religious anthologi 
through the exquisite 


carving of temple walls. 


‘A KAPILAS: WHERE VOICE OF THE SOUL GETS LOUDER 


A. 


Only 11 km from Dhenkanal town, Saptasajya stretches 
along with all its elegance and verdant spirit espousing the 
cause of a green havoc. Unspoilt by any industrial attack, 


this stiff mountain range till date acts upon like gglorious 
retreat. Saptasajya is famous for its sylvan beauty toimake# 
you forget all your mundane worries.’A secluded zone 
where holidaying is the only option: A 


BELL METAL WARES 


BHUBAN, one of the biggest villages in Asiatic 
region is famous for bell metal work. Baji Rout, a 
teenaged boatman who belonged to this area fought 
courageously with the Britishers in Oct. 1939. He 
died of bullet wound and became a martyr. Baji Rout 
Memorial in his native village Nilakanthapur 
commands a unique status for the lovers of freedom. 


BRASS WORK IN SADEI BERINI 


Sadei Berini, like Raghurajpur in Puri district the whole village wakes up with the designs from brass. In 
Aukhama, there is always tinkling sound from the wares of bell metals. For moulding into artifacts and 
utensils, the process undergoes beating after smouldering heat. This kind of product carries aesthetic value 
as well as utility too. 


In Chasa pada, one may come across Paschimeswar temple whereas in Deopada, there is the temple of Lord 
Kumbheswar. 


Jivan Khol, on the bank of river Brahmani is a place for the picnickers. In Latadeipur there is an old temple 
of Lord Annakotiswar. Kualoor or Karmul ,here too there are 8 Shiva temples to depict the sacred glory of 
the Gods bearing the reverential cult of Asta Sambhu. Karmul is famous to depict the glory of an old fort. 
Nagana bears its holy status for the temple of Lord Naganatheswar. 


In Kamakshyanagar & Parjang area there is a reservoir called Dandadhar. It is a sure sight for visual delight 
and can be converted to a place for water sports. 


BRASS WORK IN SADEI BERINIA. 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


GAJAPATI 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Paralakhemundi, district Hqrs. of Gajapati is 
349 km from Bhubaneswar and 218 km from 
Visakhapatnam, two nearby airports. 


TRAIN 
The nearest railway head is Palasa 40 km 
from Paralakhemundi. 


BUS 

Gajapati district is connected by bus route 
from Berhampur, Ganjam via Manjusha in 
Andhra Pradesh. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Brundaban Lodge 
Indro Bhavan 

Shanti Lodge 

Sri Krishna Lodge 
Sofia Restaurant 
Gouri Shankar Hotel 
Dwarika Bhavan 
Manikantha Hotel 
Devi Shankar Hotel 


BRUNDABAN PALACE AL 


On 2 October 1992, Gajapati became a 
separate district. Prior to that it was a subdivi- 
sional Hqrs. of Ganjam district. It is bordered by 
Ganjam district in the east, Rayagada district in 
the west, Phulbani district in the north and neigh- 
bouring Andhra Pradesh in the south. 

Gajapati district is named after Maharaja Sri 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Dev, erst- 
while king of Paralakhemundi state, who pre- 
sented the case of Odisha for a separate province 
before the Britishers. He had been to London in 
1931 for raising this issue before the round table 
conference. His untiring effort could bring both 
Jeypore and Paralakhemundi states into the fold 
of new province Odisha that came into effect on 
1 April, 1936. 


୮ ଯା । 


GAJAPATI DISTRICT 


BRUNDABAN PALACE 


The riverine beauty of Paralakhemundi represented 
with the flow of Mahendratanaya retrieves a mind 
from its monotonous world. 


Brundaban Palace is located on this river bank 
habitated by the old Gajapati kings as their summer 
resort. At the backdrop of a natural aura with luxuriant 
teak growth, this palace stands testimony to the 
kingship of bygone days. Inheriting tradition of the 
main palace, it still preserves stories of past royal lives 
those remind the visitors the lost pages of history. 


GrOGUDA WATERFALL A 


GUDGUDA WATERFALL 

In Gajapati district, there is another waterfall by 
the name Gudguda. It nods to the fact that nature 
abounds in plenty in this district to soothe human eyes. 
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A 1DOL OF LORD BUDDHA AT CHANDRAGIRI 


Udayagiri, the Tibetan settlement welcomes all for a m 


narrow path to the hillside will pave way for the destination to discover a 
monastery perfectly Tibetan. 


Since Indo-China war in 1962 the Tibetan refugees have embraced 
this land as their own. Now, on their own strength they have raised their 
standard of living. This attractive complex, built out of their labour now 
houses artisans sizable in numbers. With metallic statues, multi-hued silk 
hangings this place in Gajapati is the most sought after destination for the 
visitors. Foreigners having interest in Buddhist study may drop in here at 
any point of time to receive warm hospitality from the residents. The 
nearby guest house is there to take care of a visitor. 


With a view to nurturing one’s mind, one may enter the meditation hall, chapel and of course the great 
library flanked as if by Lord Padmasambhaba, Lord Avalokiteswara and Lord Buddha himself. 

Once you are there, your mind may dive into prayer and solitude that would allude to minimize your 
voice too. The bond of intimacy between India and Tibet is epitomized in Chandragiri through the cult of 
Buddhism, that was initiated by Buddha Shakyamuni. Here, Lord Buddha exercises his divine supremacy 
to save the dwelling lot from the eyes of evil. Tourists would find the place a grand fusion of compassion 
and aestheticism which inspire one to go against evil-doing and to embrace virtuosity in life. Further one 
may hear the calling from Buddha to master one’s mind. 

The impressive Chandragiri is the place to experience the feeling of remorse in case there has been a 
kind of negative action like killing any living creature or in a way obstructing the path of happiness of 
others. Here, through a silent prayer you can atone for your misdeeds. 

May be in Chandragiri you are coming across a resident scholar, who, in turn would transplant in your 
mind the great history and teaching of Buddha. Some suggest, the deeper understanding between India and 
Tibet has allowed Chandragiri to grow up into its present state. Looking back, in fifth century 
Shantarakshita a scholar from India presented the then Tibetan king Lhathothori the texts of Dode 
Zamatog, the sacred Sutra and another holy text Pangkong Chagyapa covering hundred invocations. These 
were, in a way, heralded propagation of Buddhism that ultimately strengthened cultural and emotional ties 
between the two countries. Today, Chandragiri in Odisha harmonises several classical features based on the 
past. The sacred idol of Guru Padmasambhava in Chandragiri reminds Trisong Deutsen, the 38th king of 
Tibet who picked up such an eminent scholar from eastern India for translating canons of Buddhism from 
Sanskrit into Tibetan. As a result, more than 300 volumes of brilliant Sutras including the teaching of Lord 
Buddha and such other tantrik scriptures could be brought together as spiritual guide for every right 
thinking citizen. The idol Avalokiteswara is well-defined with Theosophical terms in Sanskrit Avaloki 
means the on-looking Lord, the lotus born and also its bearer. It is Higher Self as well as Higher Ego. The 
mystic rhyme Om Mani Padma Hum is the supplicating tone to guide a visitor, provided he expresses his 
faith in Dhyani Boddhisttva of Amitabha Buddha. Chandragiri, in short, is the right place to discover the 
great amalgamation of culture and religion intersecting both India and Tibet claiming spiritual reflex. 
Padmasambhaba Mahavihara, this monastery claims its unique status as the biggest one in South East Asia. 
With decoration in brass and other precious metal, the 21ft brass statue of Lord Buddha and well-furnished 
120 guest rooms are rare gifts for the visitors. 


“Timo’ a nicely prepared food item 
is the specialty of this place. It is a 
mixture of baking powder, wheat and 
maida. Moulding the same into 
round shaped and ball-like, it is 
boiled before eating. Even without 
sugar and salt, its taste remains full- 
proof. Picha, the Tibetan tea made of 
butter, ghee, salt, milk and tea leaves 
stands salty-flavoured. It is certainly 
tastier than many such beverages. 
The residents here are quite hospi- 
table. 


LORD PADMASAMBHABA 


rE 
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A GANDAHATI WATERFALL 


GANDAHATI 


Situated at a distance of 30 km from 
Paralakhemundi, Gandahati, the unique water 
fall displays a close network of perfectly green 
surrounding. It appears as if almost families of 
plant kingdom come forward to worship the 
beauty of the spot, fitting their tunes to the 
tropical music of the area. A temple stands 
nearby adding religious significance to the spot. 
Interlocked with a holy atmosphere, the mood of 
Jubilation from the faces of general tourists is no 
secret. One may say, Gandahati is a marvellous 
treat for the lovers of nature. 


mL 


MAHENDRAGIRI 


Climbing over the mountain Mahendragiri 
situated at an altitude of 4,500 feet above sea level 
one may not suffer from high altitude sickness, being 
showered with the blessing of God Gokarneswar 
enshrined inside Kunti Temple on the hilltop. Time 
becomes pleasant to see the blue sky overhead when 
historical relics including those of mythological char- 
acters from Mahabharat namely Kunti, Yudhistir and 
Bhima seem to surround you there. 

Tracking over the mountain range may make 
you comparatively tired but the windy touch with 
aerial views of ground makes one overwhelmed. One 
may see clouds hanging around carrying impressive 
beauty of their own. In spite of heavy shower the 
stone more akin to a cow head swallows every drop 
without allowing an inch to overflow. 

The mountain valley is stunningly attractive. In 
Mahendragiri, one can feel the cooling touch of 
nature as is possible in identical locations closer to 
seashore. 


Heinzert- meer anramama ନନ 


SACRED PLACE FOR MEDITATION AND PRAYER 


ali asses LB 4 ®» 
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GANJAM 


HOW TO REACH 


AIR 
The nearest air field is at Bhubaneswar 179 km 


from here. 


TRAIN GANJAM DISTRICT 
Berhampur, the main city in Ganjam district is an 
important railway station providing train services WHERE TO STAY 


from both Bhubaneswar and Visakhapatnam. Hotel Palm Beach, Gopalpur 


BUS f 4 Carrey Retreat centre, Gopalpur 
Situated on National Highway No. 5, Berhampur Hotel Mayuree 


establishes connecting link with both Kolkata and Hotel Gayatri Bhawan 


Hotel Moti 
Hotel Gitanjali 


Chennai. Bus services are at frequent intervals from 
Bhubaneswar and the neighbouring Andhra Pradesh. 


Chhatrapur is the district Hqrs of Ganjam district. It is bordered by Khurda in the north-east, Kandhmal in 
the west, Gajapati in the south-west and Nayagarh in the north. Named after an old township called Ganjam, 
situated on the bank of river Rushikulya, this place stood as a fort during British days. Ganjam is semi- 
circled by the Bay of Bengal in its south-east front. As a major commercial hub, Berhampur attracts tourists 
for both silk sarees and handicrafts. Ganjam, the erstwhile district has been divided into Ganjam and 
Gajpati since Ist October 1992. 
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Only 26 km from Berhampur, Tara-Tarini, the religious shrine on the top of a hill remains the sacred 
manifestation of shakti-cult, allowing devotees to recharge their spirits. One has to cross over 999 steps 
for reaching the sanctum and to get a closer view of the deity. Legend has it that the erstwhile king of 
Khallikote while moving along the river Rushikulya came across two women who in no time disappeared 
from the spot. This surprised the king, more so when both found their ways into his dream at night. They 
invoked him to build a temple for their stay and hence Tara-Tarini came into its present shape.One may 
reach the hilltop by means of the pucca road by four wheeler. The rear side of the hill facilitates one for 
this. A couple of stones as being embellished by gold and silver represent Goddess Tara and Tarini. Idols 
made of brass are flanked by the images of stone. Rituals, the usual prerogative of tribals gradually came to 
the fold of Aryan cult. Tara, legendary icon of the Mahayana group of Buddhism has undergone the process 
of ritualistic changes both in the hands of tribals and Hindus. 


¥ CHILIKA IN FS MAGNANIMITY 
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A GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 


BAY OF BENGAL NEAR BERHAMPUR 


Situated at a distance of 6 km from 
Chhatrapur railway station and 27 
km from Berhampur, Aryapally is 
endowed with the credit of a small 
coastline. Only 6 km from NH No. 5 
at Chhatrapur there are 
transportation facilities to the spot. 
Accommodation can be availed 
either at Berhampur or Gopalpur. 


Frequented by fishermen, 
Aryapally the sea beach is most 
enjoyable and the eternal beauty of 
the vast sea is a major attraction for 
capturing the mind of a tourist. 


£ > 
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BUDHAKHOL 

Situated at a distance of about 3 km to the 
north of Buguda is Buddhakhol, a scenic spot 
frequently visited by tourists and picnickers. 
Amidst natural surrounding there is a cluster of 
five temples on the top of a hill, dedicated to 
Lord Shiva, popularly known as Panchu 
Mahadeva. At the upper most part of the hill a 


perennial stream forms a waterfall. A number 


of Buddhist remains have been found at the 


BUDHAKHOL : THE SACRED SHRINE AJ 


place which give the impression that it was a Buddhist settlement in ancient days. Not far from the place 

there are numerous caves one of which is called Siddha gumpha where Buddhist monks were said to have 
performed meditation in old days. On Shivaratri and Kartika Purnima days, a large number of people gather 
here to offer puja. 


GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 

Only 16 km from Berhampur town in the south of Odisha, discovering oneself on the sea beach of Gopalpur 
is a momentous event in one’s touring agenda. The quiet beauty of the sea keeps a tourist engrossed. Like 
a hail’stone clattering and melting in the mouth of a child, time appears like melting away on the watch. 
One can visualize the horizon in close details and see time in its unifying shape of past, present and future 
No doubt, Gopalpur leases you the scenic beauty of the sea so that you can harvest pleasure anytime you 
like. Here tourists may go for an option to unplug scintillating lights flickering all around and concentrate 
solely on the availability of moon light. 


You can have food in any hotel, 


WO GOPALPUR-ON-SEA 


situated nearby with tasty 
recipes. One can opt hilsa with 
mustard, tandoor or kabab with 
A pickles and chutneys suiting to 


one’s palate. 


The vast blue expanse stands like 
a portion of eternity, as if 
reminding us time and again the 
navigational trip of Odia 


merchant class in medieval days. 
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BIRD WATCHING IN CHLILIKA A 


RAMBHA AND CHILIKA 

The island lake Chilika touches Ganjam 
district right at Rambha.The vast area of the 
lake covers an area of 1100 square 


CHILIKAINITS ENINENCE& km stretching around Puri, Khurda and 


Ganjam districts. The frontiers of Chilika get merged with Bay of Bengal enhancing its look at the mouth on 
the sea. 


Chi 


ika,the nestling ground for various aquatic species also gives welcoming smile to hundreds of 


migratory birds spending countless flying hours right from Siberia. Transcending international boundary 


lines,caring least for visa or passport,birds 


Chi 
stock 


Chi 
out 0 
Panth: 
Gopal 


ing through their chirping song of global citizenship. 


ika, no doubt is the bread basket for majority of fishermen whose sailing and oaring don’t belittle 
of its large heartedness for them at any point of time. 


ika as being dotted with hills and islands visitors come here in plenty every year to derive pleasure 
f its scenic stand. Rambha is comparatively less crowded to welcome its guests to the existing 
anivas wherein rippling of waves tunes with the gentle air to convey lines from the poetry of 
andhu Das: ‘Wait a while,thou speeding train, to let me have glance at the Chilika’s pictursque 


beauty’. 


। ୨ । 


Ganjam finds its position enviable in the cultural map 
of the country. The prime ballad tune matching with 
the clicking of a pair of castanets struck by the 
playing gift of fingers now-a-days is a vanishing art 
form. However, the singer and his cohort upholding 
this unique tradition still reach out to the audience of 
Odisha. 


This is a unique venture by a group of enthusiasts 
taking the help of stilts to attract audience by helping 
themselves to the prop support of wooden bats 
balancing on foot rest. Musical instruments are 
played harmonizing with the dance sequence. 
Ganjam leads the march of such an excellent 
performance. 


Only 11 km from Balugaon railway station, Narayani 
is also connected with NH No. 5 having a motorable 
distance of only 4 km. 


The temple of Narayani is a focal point within the 
valley area playing the most important part of 
religiosity. It invites gathering of devotees on 
auspicious days like Sankranti and Ashokastami. 
Narayani, mostly the prototype of Maa Durga, is the 
ultimate source of shakti providing supreme ability to 
fight against all sinners. 


POET UPENDRA BHANIA A 


Situated near Bhanjanagar, 172 km from 
Bhubaneswar, Kulada is famous as the birth 
place of an eminent Odia poet Upendra Bhanja of 
seventeenth century. His ornate style having 
ambiguities through multiple meaning put him 
on the throne of the kingdom of Odia poetry. 
His masterpieces like Baidehishabilasa, 
Lavanyabati, Premasudhanidhi are treasures of 
Odia literature because of their equivocal 
expressions. 

Kulada is a coveted place for any lover of litera- 
ture. 


Known as Boirani in earlier times, it is near 
Purusottampur and draws attention from people 
as the birthplace of poet Kabisurya Baladev 
Rath. Born in 1780, he roseto eminence for his 
famous literary output Kishore Chandranana 


Champu which is marked by strong lyricism. 
Kabisuryanagar is accessible from all corners of 
the district. River Dhanei has its all pervading 
attraction from here: 
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BIRANCHI NARAYAN 


One may have a retrospective look at past through Buguda, a 
small town, 92 km from Berhampur. Here, the temple of Biranchi 
Narayan is the major attraction for everyone. Built by king Srikar 
Bhanja in AD1790 the idol of God Suryanarayan was enshrined 
here. Subsequently it became popular as temple of Biranchi 
Narayan. 


The temple has the shape of a chariot, pulled by seven horses. The 
exquisite wood carving is seen on the temple walls along with 
paintings of different styles. The scenes covered on the walls carry 
engravings from stories of Ramayana, may be a pageantry of royal 
lineage, music party, birds, mountains and other living creatures. 


Temple Biranchi Narayan stands as one of the supreme focus’ in 
the history of Odishan architecture. 


A CLUMP OF FOREST GROWTH 


TEMPLE BIRANCHINARAVAN A 


¥ Pari SONEPUR 

PATI SONEPUR 

Previously known as Sonapur, Pati 
Sonepur is 28 km from Berhampur on 
the border of Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh. The river Bahuda gets emptied 
at Pati Sonepur justifying the river 
mouth as a grand confluence with Bay of 
Bengal. Tourists enroute to sea beach 
can move along the lonely path when the 
winds toss over their bodies with 
moist drops. One can view sea from a 
closer angle breathing simultaoneously 
fresh air of it. 


FS 


se: 


On the state high way from Pudamari to 
Badakhemundi in Ganjam district that connects 
Berhampur with other places in West Odisha, the 
visitor comes across this scenic spot on the 
sloping Ghat. This is Taptapani where 
sulphurated water oozes through a spring and gets 
pounded. The temperature of the water varies 
between 90 to 100° and it is supplied to the 
nearby Panthanivas of Odisha Tourism 
Development Corporation. Here the climate has a 
soothing effect as it varies while moving towards 
the interior of the jungle. The atmosphere gets 
colder corresponding to the altitude. The nature 
looks mild and welcomes everyone heartily as 
one gets into the inn in Taptapani. 


4 SULPHURATED WATER IN TAPTAPANI 


One can undergo the full impact of solitude and sky overhead. One may quietly settle down with the 
atmosphere and the evening no doubt offers a special charm with the twittering of birds mixed up with the 


breath of the deep valley. 


Yes, one may awake in the early morning for advancing with the rising glow of sunlight that transcends 


one’s visual strength from one peak to the other revital 


ing the inner self. In cloudy days the beauty is 


heightened as intermittantly sunrays climb over the mountain peak to demonstrate its golden smile. 


A TAPTAPANI : THE RARE SCENIC BEAUTY 


AIR 


The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar, 91 km from 
here. 


TRAIN 

The nearest railway station is Cuttack, 60 km from 
here. The train connection between Bhubaneswar 
and Paradeep, another important place of the 
district, stands regular with the introduction of 
Intercity Express. 


BUS 

Jagatsinghpur is well-connected by bus services 
from Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Paradeep and other 
places of the state. 

Jagatsinghpur town is the district Hqgrs of 
Jagatsinghpur district. It came into existence wef 
01.04.1994. Previously it was a part of Cuttack A TEMPLE: MAA SARALA 
district. 


JAGATSINGHPUR DISTRICT 


WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel Aristocrat 
Hotel Golden Anchor 
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PUNANGA 


: 7 iia 
Punanga, the small village on the / A 
way to Jagatsinghpur is proud of Tr 
national poet Birakishore Das who i! 


was born here in the year 1896 and 
breathed his last in 1973. His 
poetry collections Rana Dundubhi, BIRAKISHORE DAS 
Mohana Banshi etc. instil a sense of 

patriotism in the minds of people 

for fighting against Britishraj. A 

born revolutionary, Birakishore’s 

birthplace acclaims unique status 

for majority of visitors entering the 

district. The orchard in Charipolia 

raised in the memory of poet 

Birakishore is worth visiting. 


NAILO: ADHANGA GADI 

A small distance from Jagatsinghpur town, Nailo 
has gained prominence as the birth place of 
metaphysical Odia poet Jashobanta Das. One 
among the five (Panchasakhas) intellectual 
stalwarts of the mediaeval period his lyrical 
anthology Tika Govindachandra rhymes into the 
melodious tune of kendara, the one-stringed 
music tool of natha-yogi singers. 


JHANKADA 


Jhankada is situated on the 
Cuttack-Paradeep road. It is famous 
for the deity Maa Sarala who is 
regarded as the Goddess of learning. 


It is also famous as the birth place of 
Poet Sarala Das. Born in fifteenth 
century, he is regarded as the first 
major Odia poet, the Adikabi. In 
rendering Sanskrit Mahabharat into 
Odia he localized it. He also wrote 
other epics. They are like the 
Vilanka Ramayan and the Chandi 
Purana. It is Sarala Das who in fact 
set the ball of Odia literature rolling. 
His death anniversary is celebrated 
here on the seventh day of the month KENDARA : THE MUSIC TOOL A 
of Magha (January-February). 


66 


A SHIP NEAR PARADEEP AL 


PARADEEP 

Situated at a distance of 210 nautical miles south of Kolkata and 260 nautical miles north of Visakhapatnam, Paradeep, 
the major port in India renders port services in the line of sea-faring trade covering both import and export. States 
belonging to eastern region including Bihar and Madhya Pradesh find this as strong means to channelise their natural 
resources and industrial output. 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, then Prime Minister of the country laid the foundation stone of Paradeep Port on 3rd January 
1962. However, it started fun: g wef 12 March 1966. Originally starting with a single berth, this has now been 


extended to 14 berths handling a variety of cargoes starting from thermal coal to cooking coal. 


i 
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PARADE? A 


Paradeep has the ability to carry forward port operations 
throughout the year. In spite of large scale development in 
and around this small township, the base line conditions 
have not deteriorated. In the last five years with the growth 
in traffic, Port Trust authorities have started doing 13 meters 
draft for each berth allowing cargo ships to anchor. Night 
navigation facility is also extended to all kinds of vessels 
plying after sunset. The port is now equipped with state of 
the art technology. 


One can reach Paradeep comfortably through N.H. No. 
5A from Chandikhol, that gets widened into 4 lanes. State 
Highway No. 12 also reaches Paradeep from Cuttack. East 
Coast Railway provides broad gauge facility for reaching 
Paradeep by train. 


Paradeep has a guest house having 18 suites in Sector 21. 
The river mouth where Mahanadi falls into Bay of Bengal is 
simply wonderful for its panoramic view. A portion of the 
beach having the Light House beckons the travelers in ships. 
The music system served by Smruti Udyan is a great delight 
for the listeners. Swimming pool within Gopabandhu 
Stadium and Ten holes Golf”s course, maritime museums 
are added attractions for anyone visiting Paradeep. 


In Paradeep various visiting points like Madhuban, ‘V’ 
point, Atharabanki and Sector 21 are really places to enjoy 
and relax. 


Paradeep comes within the orbit of Mahanadi delta that 
stands as the contour line of Mahanadi basin. A tourist may 
not be aware of the hydrographic fact that the depth 
centering foreshore comes within 20 meter upto a range of 
10 km. This goes on proving deeper upto 50 meter at the 
offshore when the distance ranges between 10 to 30 km. The 
typical form of cross-shore density may prod a tourist to 
watch the cooler water zone in north that thins down 
gradually while moving to the south. 

Paradeep carries maximum temperature of 42 degree 
centigrade in summer and 23 degree centigrade during 
winter. However, the average temperature is 28 to 30 degree 
centigrade in summer that brings joyous mood for a visitor 
to escape from the brunt of many hot places in the country. 
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JAJPUR 


HOW TO REACH 
AIR 
Jajpur is 120 km from Bhubaneswar airport. 


TRAIN 

The nearest railway head is Jajpur Road in 
the East-Coast railway zone. It is connected 
with major places of the country because of its 
favourable location between Howrah-Chennai 
railway lines. 


BUS 

Jajpur is well-connected by road. NH No. 5 
passes through Panikoili, a place from where 
it takes a diversion that reaches the town after 
15 km. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Bhimsen Palace Hotel 
Bilash Hotel 

Biraja Panthasala 

Jyoti Lodge 


JAIPUR DISTRICT 


Jajpur town erstwhile capital of Somavamshi king 
Jajati Keshari during tenth century is now district Hqrs. 
of Jajpur district. 


Jajpur is bounded by Keonjhar and Bhadrak districts 
in the north, Cuttack district in the south, Dhenkanal 
district in the east and Kendrapada district in the west. 


Situated on the bank of river Baitarani, Jajpur is half 
circled by this holy river. Jajati Keshari, the first 
Somavamshi king organized a great Jagnya inviting 
minimum 10,000 Brahmins from Kanuj to this place. 
Since then, Jajpur stands as a place of interest for the 
pilgrims. Viraja, the great deity, adorns the pride of her 
shrine here. Over and above, one may reach 
Dasaswamedha Ghat on river Vaitarani for paying 


Lucky Hotel 
Maa Palace Hotel 


SHRINE OF MAA BIRAJA AT JAJPUR 


Regarding the origin of Maa Biraja, the copper plate of 


Prithivi Maharaja of Paralakhemundi ascribes the same as 
that of AD600. Prior to that, Mahabharata, supposed to have 
been written during AD300 takes into account in its 
Banaparva the existence of this great deity. In Tantrik 
tradition Kubija is depicted as the Maheswari of Uddiyan 
that might have been attributed to Maa Biraja. However, the 
great Goddess Maa Biraja upholds tradition of Shakta 
around whom images of Manjusri, Avalokitesvara, 
Maitraya and Tara are found till date. 

With the advent of Bhaumakaras kingdom in AD736 , 
the empire was ruled over for a period of two centuries and 
Viraja Kshetra came into prominence having Jajpur as its 
capital. It became a parallel knowledge centre throwing a 
matching spirit Mukti Mandap, Puri. Viraja Panjika became 
a scholarly out put claiming significant contributions from 
learned astrologers and pandits of Jajpur. 


tributes to the departed souls. 


MAA BIRAIAY 


Hieun Tsang, the first Chinese pilgrim came 
to Puspagiri Vihar, a place near Jajpur in 
AD639 . The spread of Buddhism as it took 
effect during AD700 had been neatly 
described by him. 


ol 
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Odisha can boast of a wealth of Buddhist heritage. 
The remnants of stupas, viharas and chaityas in 
Odisha speak volumes about it. Odisha played a 
significant role in spreading Buddhism outside 
India. Since 261 BC war of Kalinga of the emperor 
Ashoka, Odisha has housed many centres of 
Buddhist learning. The most prominent ones of 
them were at Lalitagiri, Ratnagiri and Udaygiri. 
These three Buddhist centres form the Diamond 
Triangle. 


Lalitagiri is 55 km from Cuttack. Its three spurs are 
Olasuni, the Landa and the Parabhadi. The 
Vajrayana Buddhist iconography is found in plenty 
here. Philosophically, it harmonises the set of 
disciplines covering Yogacara & Madhyamika as 
Buddha underwent experiences through his 
enlightened vision. Such an ethos records his 
realization that apparent opposite theories do 
juxtapose side by side. In meditation, 


it allowed greater roles for mantras and mandalas. 
Although much of archaeological figures have been 
spoiled or shifted elsewhere, the Archaeological 
Survey of India has preserved here thirty large 
sculptures. Archaeological excavations have 
revealed Puri-Kushan coins, a Gupta gold coin and 
remains of stupas. The stupas became further sacred 
when caskets containing bones probably of 
Tathagata were found here. A huge Chitragriva was 
also discovered here. 


Udayagiri is 60 km from Cuttack on the eastern 
side of the Asia range. The main peak is nearly one 
thousand feet high, at the foot of which is the huge 
statue of Lokeswar. In his left hand, there is a lotus. 
The Buddhist figures are carved on the adjacent hill. 
The seals also have been discovered here. Stupas 
having bell-shapes-fit ideally with the cult of 
Vajrayana Buddhism. 


MONASTERY IN RATNAGIRI : CLINCHING AROUND HISTORY ¥ 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


Sat om 


A VOTIVE STUPAS IN RATNAGIRY 


Ratnagiri is at a distance of nearly 70 km from Cuttack. 
It is on the same Asia range. Images from Buddhist 
pantheon are scattered here. Archaeological Survey of 
India has excavated a wealth of Buddhist remains, which 
include votive stupas, the Mahavihar and the foundation 
)f a small temple. The Buddhist image, as available from 
the excavated site, is in Bhumisparsha Mudra. The other 
one is a door frame made of stone with artistic engraving 
on it. The stone casket having artifacts made of gold and 
silver having all the characteristics of a relic could be 
found out from the deeper layers of the earth in 
Ratnagiri.Ratnagiri could be said to be as good as 
Nalanda and Taxila in the size of its establishment. 


All these three Buddhist sites are within 70 km range from Cuttack. When one advances in a vehicle either 
from Bhubaneswar or Chandikhol one has to leave behind NH No. 5 and get along NH No. 5A towards 
Paradeep. For Udayagiri, the first turn is from Patharajpur at a distance of about 13 km. Ratnagiri is further 
to the north and can be reached after 10 km. For Lalitagiri, one has to leave Patharajpur behind and proceed 
on Paradeep road. After crossing 20 km from Patharajpur, Lalitagiri is sighted in the right from a distance 
of around 6 km. 


Cu 


LANGUDI 


Situated near Ratnagiri, Langudi upholds the past 
glory of a Buddhist Vihar. The surrounding zone 
got into existence perhaps through royal 
patronage. Rock-cut votive stupas along with 
meditative Buddha found their ways from the 
excavated site of Langudi. 


THE EXCAVATED SITE : LANGUDI A 


TARA 


Tara, the veteran Goddess found her way to the 
surface after excavation of the site in Ratnagiri. 
With a blue lotus Nilotpala in left hand, her right 
hand is with a pose, more similar to Varadd. Tara, 
the Goddess appears with utmost decorative 
grandeur through sari and ornaments. 


Wea, 


A ROCK-CUT IMAGE OF BUDI MEDITATION : LANGUDI 


UDAYAGIRI 
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JHARSUGUDA 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Jharsuguda is 374 km from the airport at 
Bhubaneswar and 514 km from the airport at 
Kolkata. It is 258 km from Raipur airport. 
Jharsuguda has its own airstrip since British days. 
This is getting a facelift with hightech accesso- 
ries. 

TRAIN 

Situated between erstwhile Bengal-Nagpur 
railway, Jharsuguda is an important railway 
station in South Eastern railway zone. It is linked 
by fast running trains from major cities and 
towns of the country. 

BUS 

Jharsuguda is at the crossing point of National 
Highway No.200 that traverses between 
Chandikhol and Raigarh in Chhatishgarh and 
Super State Highway No.10 between Sambalpur 
and Rourkela. Buses run regularly to Jharsuguda 
from all directions including the nearby 
Chhatishgarh state. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel Meghdoot 

Hotel Aryan 

Bishnu Palace Hotel 
Pandey Lodge 

Sri Shankar Hotel 
Upahar Hotel 

New Konark Hotel 
Krishna Lodge 

PWD Inspection Bunglow(govt.) 


Abhinandan Hotel 
Amar Hotel 
Devajani Hotel 
Puspak Hotel 
Rajdoot Hotel 
Yogendra Hotel 
Kalpana Lodge 


RAMACHANDI : THE REIGNING DEITY 


Karlakhai, the nondescript island near Brajarajnagar is set like a 
supernova to thrust on the strength of deity Ramachandi. The 
splendid isolation of the place is perhaps its biggest asset. It may 
prove attractive for the visitors, those with a penchant for 
calmness. This island carries promises of its riverine beauty. 


JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT 


Jharsuguda, now a district Hqrs since 1994 has 
rapid industrialisation in and around the district. 
This place prefers to shed its earlier skin thus 
making it more resilient in its own way. 


However, the popular mood of local people 
extending hospitality to a stranger remains 
unbeatable. Rather, with the rising of 
industrialisation their evergrowing financial status 
makes their standard doubly sure. Jharsuguda 
grows upon like a face, rather charming than 
beautiful, rather attractive than razor-sharp, the all 
pervading freshness in human conduct. 


The gorge Koilighugar is 65 km from 
Jharsuguda, and 32 km from Belpahar railway 
station, a little distance from the National Highway 
No. 200 leading to Raigarh in Chhatisgarh State. 
The headstream of the waterfall flows down and 
gets emptied in the river Mahanadi at a distance 
Here, Lord Shiva is worshipped amidst countless 
drops of water pouring out on the sacred shrine. 


STREAMING BEAUTY OF KOILIGHUGAR WY 


The monolithic rock-carving on the opposite bank of river IB bridges Karlakhai with this holy spot. Maa 
Ramachandi, the Giribasini adorns pride of this place. Lamps glow before her from folded hands and the 
best option left is to take a ride on a country boat literary flanked by sky and water. 
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GODDESS RAMACHANDI IN THE CAVE NEAR KARLAKHAI 


ULAPGARH 
Near Belpahar, both Ulapgarh and Bikramkhol capture the 
mood of scholars on local history as if imposing on their 
mindset dead weight of an ancient era. The cave paintings 
and rock-cut sculptures present luminous facts and 
glamorise information relating to antiquity. Legend has its 
fact that once a king from Naga dynasty made this fort as 
his capital. His dearest daughter Ulupi was staying with 
him. As Pandavas spent days in exile Agnyatabasa, 
Arjuna, one of them fell in love with Ulupi and spent days 
with her. Ulapgarh is named in order to keep the name of 

Ulupi alive for the posterity RIVER IB NEAR BRAJRAINAGARY 
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ର MAA RAMACHANDI : KARLAKHALA Es 


DOZEN DY SPOT RAD OAT COM 


Situated at a distance of 21 km 
from Jharsuguda, Ulapgarh retains its 
age-old spirit at the foot of hill 
Maheswar. It is also an ancient fort 
having 1,200 feet long and a width of 
750 feet. The reserved forest area 
begins from here that stretches 
beyond Hemgir, a nearby ex-feuda- 
tory state in Sundargarh district. The 
stone surface of the hill is punctuated 
with several hole marks irrespective 
of their round and square sizes. Such 
indelible prints give us the impres- 
sion of an impregnable fort that 
closely defines the ideal mechanism 
of self defence. It might be the fact 
that such a site is chosen from strate- 
gic point of view to overpower the 
enemies before they scale the height 
from the bottom. 


Bhikampali, a small place on 
National Highway No. 200 between 
Raigarh in Chhatisgarh and Belpahar 
takes its visitors to the placid zone of 
back water of Hirakud Dam with 
foaming beauty. Winding through the 
swampy path of the receding water 
area, the temple of Goddess 
Padmasini is seen from a distance 
near Pujaripali. Already submerged 
in Hirakud Dam, the nostalgic 
memory flashes back prior to the year 
1956, when evacuation started at an 
alarming speed. 


Historians believe the temple of 
Padmasini was constructed during 
AD700 One of the southern kings of 
Chalukya dynasty built it during his 
reign. Others have a different story to 
share with . They say, Chouhan ki 
of Sambalpur shaped it up during 
AD1600. 


ଓଡ ଓଡ 


A VIKRAMKHOL 


Banjari, a small village 25 km from Jharsuguda is between 
Jharsuguda-Lakhanpur N.H 200. Bikramkhol, the cave, stages its 
appearance from here.This in all probability dates back to 
BC4,000. The script developed during this period is yet to be 
deciphered fully. Painting discovered on the surface of the wall 
identifies with that of a four footed animal. 


About 12 km from Tata Refractories Ltd., IB Thermal has been 
set up by Odisha Power Generation Corporation covering the 
valley area through two thermal power plants having each the 
power generating capacity of 210 MW. The Hirakud reservoir is 
nearby drawing visitors for its panoramic beauty and boating 
facility. OPGC proposes to undertake seven mini hydel stations 
having a total capacity of 5,075 KW with the help of its stake 
holders ie Govt. of Odisha & AES India Pvt. Ltd. Here, the merry 
go round system for coal transportation is unique. 


PARK AT TRL TOWNSHIP A 


Drotzen 


Eighteen km from 
Jharsuguda, Kolabira is on the 
river Telen. It is an old 
zamindary, the fort of which 
is still a witness to its past. 
Situated amidst a tranquil 
surrounding adjacent to the 
river, the Shiva temple was 
constructed by the queen 
Kaudia during 1910. The 
icence of this holy 


magn: 
shrine gets enhanced during 
festive time like Shivaratri. 
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TRL TOWNSHIP A 


EMPLE : KOLABIRA 


TATA REFRACTORIES LIMITED 


Twentysix km from Jharsuguda, Tata Refractories 
Limited is near Belpahar. Established in the year 
1958, it is 4 km from Belpahar railway station. This 
model township is planned out by Tata group 
through a nature friendly atmosphere that carries 
facilities of an urban dwelling but is still rural in 
appearance. The company had chosen this place for 
producing basic dolomite, high alumina, magnesia, 
carbon, sillica and other monolithic refractories. It 
designs and supplies high bench mark fire clay 
bricks awarded with one ISO 9001-2000 certifi- 
cate. Its export base has been expanded to more 
than 34 countries in the world. It is worth spending 
time in any of its guest houses or one may prefer to 
accommodate privately and enjoy its industrial 
landscape in other way. 
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AHS Aa rita Laie 


There is one airstrip in the 
district ie at Utkela, 25 km from 
Bhawanipatna district Hqrs of 
Kalahandi. Bhubaneswar 
airport is 427 km from here. 


Kesinga, the important railway 
station of the district is also a 
business hub. It is between 
Raipur-Vizianagaram and is 
inked with other prime loca- 
tions like Rourkela, Sambalpur and 
Bargarh of western Odisha. 
Bhawanipatna is 35 km from 
Cesinga by road. 

US 

Bhawanipatna, the district Hqrs is 
well-connected by NH No. 201. 
t also connects Cuttack, 
Bhubaneswar, Raipur and other 
places through motorways. 


HANDI DISTRICT 


Bhawanipatna was adorned 
with the status of a Hqrs ever 
since 1849 when Maharaja 
Fatenarayan Deo left Junagarh 
to settle here. The town was 
named after the presiding 
deity Bhawanisankar 
Mahadev. 


Bhagirathy Hotel 
Mid Town Hotel 
Sagar Sangam Hotel 
Rabi Lodge 

Ruchi Hotel 

Circuit House (Govt.) 
Bhagirathi Inn 


n 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


Only 15 km from Bhawanipatna, 
Phurlijharan is a spectacular scenic spot. 
Here, water streams in from the nearby 
hills and gathers to convey its limitless 
beauty. The encircled cliff, over which 
the rippling water gushes forth is neither 
ferocious nor so gentle. During summer, 
the cold embrace of stream water is a real 
Jubilation for any bather. 


PHURLIJHARAN WATERFALL AL 


Crossing over the confluence of 
river Tel and Uttei near Belgaon 
on the way to Ke: 
Bolangir, Belkhand: 


inga from 
closer to 


the river bank to narrate tales of its ancient Shiva temple. During 
Shivaratri, devotees flock together in large numbers. Here is the reign 
of solitude. Images excavated here belong to twelfth century. Sapta 
Matruka, Goddess of seven and Uma Maheswar speak of a wide- 
spread Shivaite tradition in this region. There is a small museum 
here. 


A AN EXCAVATED IMAGE OF GOD BHAIRAV : BELKHANDI 


The story of any river is that of the determination of mankind to 
survive. And along with that runs the story of culture associated with 
it. The story of Indravati is no exception. It meets the saying: “Live 
long, O maiden Kaveri, Live long, O holy Ganga, mortals as we are 
bathing in your sacred waters our sins are washed away” (Kaveri 
Purana). Now it is the turn of /ndravati to convey its own story and 
that is nothing but its current status of flowing and benefiting people 
around. 
Mardiguda, near Thuamul Rampur, the rare place to attract tourists, is 
worthy of its name to speak the glory of river Indravati’s origin. The 
vast array of landscape captures the minds of visitors. Although the 
Re connecting road is yet to develop, Thuamul is a scenic spot that has 
AT MUKINGUDA ably retained the virgin beauty of the area. 


—INDIRAVATI RIVER : FLAGGING THE ORIGIN OF RUNNING FLOW A 


When Thuamul Rampur had no communication network 
from any source and the villagers were pushed to the 
corner of a delinked zone, away from the evergrowing 
high-tech surrounding; Hello Point was first to receive 
voice signal from a tower standing somewhere. Hence like 
oasis in a desert the local administration missed no 
opportunity to identify and name it as Hello point. For the 
visitors, the landscape at Hello Point near this Rampur 
of a quiet appeal allowing light from the setting sun 
flecking to saturate from one end of the valley to the other. 
uike a flower-pot, Hello Point emanates fresh fragrance 
uniting afternoon with the evening and evening with the 
night. It beckons tourists for following a comparatively 
ess-known route which proves to be a great repository of 
stillness. As darkness descends gradually over the “point” 
area, the lone observatory welcomes the overwhelming 
dusk igniting electric bulbs slowly in and around this 
Rampur, a small place having a Block Office, a Tehsil and 
a branch of State Bank of India. A meditative silence 
whips the surrounding area and Maa Manikeswari, the 
presiding deity starts receiving adoration from her 
devotees. The ringing of temple bell and the flickering 
amp make all the way for the fragrant air from the trees in 
horticulture garden at Perumanji. Situated 3,100 feet 
above the sea level, Kosabara makes one listen to the 
rippling from the waterfalls tumbling from the hills. 


KARLAPAT : THE GREEN HAVOC ¥ 
aC 


A rnriapar 


KARLAPAT : SPRAY OF LEAVES ‘N' BUDS AL 


KARLA 
The Karlapat sanctuary is 29 km from Bhawanipatna and near Thuamul Rampur. It is the home to wild 
animals like black panther, sloth bear, spotted deer, sambar, elephant and others. This well-conceived 


biological park is an attraction for the visitors. There are beautiful streams around Thuamul Rampur. 
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Dokri Chanchara waterfall is at a distance of 55 
km from Bhawanipatna and is near Koksara 
bordering Nabrangpur district. 

Another waterfall is Dhuben Chanchara near 
Tentulipadar, 31 km from Bhawanipatna. 
Ghusurighudi waterfall is in Karlapat forest 
area from where one has to leave before evening 
as there are wild animals around. Only 12 km 
from Th. Rampur Sindur Jharan is another 
waterfall. 


DOKRI CHANCHARA FALL AL 


PARADESWAR TEMPLE 
Situated in the same place at Dharamgarh, Paradeswar temple is also aesthetically most appealing. The 
creative wonder of Paradeswar attracts visitors from afar when its divine rhythm scales lofty height. 


PARADESWAR TEMPLE : DHARAMGARH ¥ 
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A MANIKESWARI TEMPLE : BHAWANIPATNA 


Dharamgarh, the sub-divi- 
sional Hqgrs is 45 km from 
Bhawanipatna. It houses the 
temple of Radha-Krishna, 
the sacred idols. The stone 
carving has added beauty to 
the temple walls. It strikes a 
balance between Rekha and 
Pidha types dividing the 
main shrine (Jagamohana) 
at its entry point 
(Mukhasala). The main 
temple holds the beauty of a 
rekhadeula and visitors 
derive aesthetic as well as 
divine pleasure while 
accomplishing a darshan. 
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In Bhawanipatna, the heart of a devotee leads naturally to seek blessing 
from Maa Manikeswari, the presiding deity of the town. 


WY RADHAKRISHNA TEMPLE : DHARAMGARH 


The river Bansadhara has its origin in 
Lanjigarh area, situated in South-East 
corner of Bhawanipatna, bordering 
Rayagada district. The hill Niyamagiri 
embraces the valley, to which River 
Bansadhara owes its origin. The hill, scaling 
a height of 4,284 ft, is also famous for the 
temple Gopinath and the presiding dei 
the area called Dokari. This primeval valley 
unfolds vast cropping patterns like black 
gram, mustard and ragi (mandia), etc 
harboring hopes and dreams of its tribal 
dwellers. The blue horizon ignites the green 
valley that becomes a passion for the 


lowlanders to enjoy lovelier scenes of 


higher altitude. Leaves and buds adorn this 
apex row that fairly distinguishes this area 
from other places of the state. 


.~ 


/ of 


RIVER BANSADHARA : POINT OF ORIGIN A 


Bordering Nabarangpur district, it is a net work of hills 
surrounding Khaligarh, a village about 18 km distance 
from Ampani. Bhawanipatna is 77 km from the latter. 
Some ancient caves amidst this hill track preserve rare 
pre-historic rock paintings. Still surviving against the 
onslaught of nature and ravages of time, Gudahandi is an 
eye opener for redefining the past. 


Apart from listening to the silent music of the valley, the 
Ghat road near Ampani and Gudahandi appears to reach 
the sky. The Haldigunda valley showcases the yellowish 
exposure when the refracted sun light turns everything 
golden. Sahajkhol, the surrounding forest range sings its 
pristine glory. Its temperature is soothing. It is an 
emperor’s ecstasy to come across any wild creature 
particularly before the light of the touring vehicle when 
fire-flies appear like spewing from the eyes of deer and 
sambar. 


CHUDA PAHAD AND 
DEVTA JHARAN 


Situated at a distance of 74 km from 
Bhawanipatna one has to reach Chuda 
Pahad in Golamunda Block via 
Dharmagarh & Brundabahal. The foot of 
this hill range is a holy surrounding 
named after Lord Mahadev. Only 7 km 
from Funda, God Kaleswar & 
Dhabaleswar also hold pride of this place. 
Chuda Pahad alias Dangar is a scenic 
glade covered with green woods being 
swirled in the songs of jungle birds. Large 
stones appear like natural architecture on 
which sunlight and darkness play in 
abundance. Each place such as Uchpina, 
Sitakund, Bairagi Math & Devta Jharan 
stand parallel as if competing with the 
other to reveal legendary significance of 
the spots. In early days both Lal Das & 
Kal Das, two yogis found this secluded 
zone for meditation. Subsequently, one 
lady named as Abdhuten joined them, 
converted herself to a yogini and 
preferred this place to her own village in 
the face of impending danger from 
dreaded tigers. 


GHUMURA 


When in Kalahandi, one may witness 
Lok Mahotsav, to experience the 
drumming of Ghumura, a popular 
folk tradition mostly of tribal origin. 
Popularised gradually by a general 
trend, a clay pitcher is hung around 
the drummer’s neck covered with 
tanned leather. Ghumuras are found 
hanging around the chest and fitted to 
the shoulders of the dancers. It is a 
virulent exercise espousing the cause 
of robust optimism. It is a gem of folk 
dance. The performance in 
multi-coloured dressing is carried out 
by around twelve to fifteen males. 
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A DEVTAJHARAN : THE IDOL AT HIS BATH 


Kuten Pakhan remains the charm for visitors as it unfolds 
scattered iron particles on the ground perhaps meant for making 
hunting weapons. Within the same circle Budharaja Kunda exists 
near Gadla Jharan, a tribal village. When there has been cleaning 
operation once a year, one can see streams of water coming in 
from four directions. Climbing higher towards the rugged hill, one 
can come across the perennial stream Podha Bandha. Dams 
Padampur. Karanja Kota and Latabanji existing nearby ensure 
irrigation. 

Crossing over Chudapahad, one may climb down the other side 
namely Bhitarkote to have a closer view of nature that stands as 
tourist’s delight. In Devta Jharan, a visitor may train his camera 
on the bathing idol Lord Nrusingha amidst long falling stream 
without any sign of erosion. 


GHUMURA DANCE ¥ 


gz 


y srujan Kka@gmall.com 


KANDHAMAT 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar, 211 km 
from here. 


TRAIN 
Nearest railway head is Berhampur in Ganjam 
district, situated at a distance of 165 km. 


BUS 

Phulbani District Hqgrs of Kandhamal is 
well-connected with other important places of 
the state through bus services. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel Rajkamal 

Hotel Hill View 

Laxmi Lodge 

Circuit House (Govt.) 
Venketswara Lodge 
Guru Lodge 

Patakhanda Lodge 


DARINGBADI : ANOTHER VIEW 


DARINGBADI : KASHMIR OF ODISHA 


DARINGBADI 

This place is at a height of 3,000 feet above sea level, 
with an overpowering strength to combat the heat of 
summer. A visitor derives comfort out of its coolness, 
that automatically acts like a relaxable spring on his 
sweating body. Popularly known as the Kashmir of 
Odisha, Daringbadi has the rare scope to witness the 
fall of snow during winter. Hundred km from 
Phulbani and 50 km from Baliguda, Here one may 
take rest in the Inspection Bunglow or the revenue 
Rest-Shed. 


Kandhamal became a district wef 1 January 1994 bifurcating from the erstwhile Phulbani, leaving a portion 
as Boudh that is bounded in the north. It is bordered by Rayagada district in the south, Ganjam district in the 
east and Kalahandi district in the west. This district is deprived of any rail lines so far. Kandhamal 
celebrates solitude in the lap of nature. Leaves and foliage are its biggest assets forging an evergreen spirit 
in the nerves of its landscape. A close union with the running of river Salunki makes any one a part of its ebb 
and flow. 


In AD1800, Marathas at the behest of their king Bhonsla, king of Nagpur, established their hegemony on 
erstwhile Boudh-Kandhamal region. However in ADI1826, Madhoji Bhonsla, then ruler of 
Boudh-Kandhamal surrendered before British Government who came all the way from Cuttack to rule over 
this region. Although Britishers occupied this area, they left its administration in the hands of Raja of Boudh 
but the latter couldn’t rule over the land successfully. As a result, the local Kondhs under the leadership of 
Chakra Bisoi, Odisha’s one of greatest ever patriots, led their resistance against the king. After putting out 
the flame, the Britishers took the rein of administration of Kandhamal into their hands in February 1835. 


The exploring trials segregating the plateau in Kandhamal are absolutely the gift of nature. From time 
immemorial civilization in this region is shaped and reshaped accordingly. In the lap of Eastern Ghats, places 
like Baliguda and Daringbadi blossom like rose whose fragrance becomes the sole property of the expanded 
valley. 


The awesome hills and forests never speak but act in quietude. They never express friendship but always 
seem to accompany you like shadows. Villages dotted along Sulia Parbat, Nagabudha, Bankmundi or 
Rangedi Soru hilly tracts shield and protect smaller huts but the insiders are certainly with larger hearts and 
that is what Kandhamal stands for. 


BALASKUMPA 


Only 15 km from Phulbani where nature holds its green court is a place to visit by any lover of solitude and 
quietness. Its virgin beauty remains unscathed in the face of stiff modern hostilities. The database of visitors 
therefore stands enviable. Pillasalunki Dam is only 3 km from here. A leading picnic spot of the area having 
unique scope to relax and cheer. A real spot to offer succor to both body and mind. 


KALINGA 


Kalinga, the mountain range on 
Phulbani-Berhampur road stands like an 
isolated topography with its green terraced 
surrounding, forest terrain, awe-inspiring 
plateau proving its pristine glory. Only 30 
km from Phulbani, Kalinga provides 
excellent view in the form of aerial scene 
from its ridge reminding people of the 
ancient beauty of mother earth. It bears the 
shape of a crescent moon and proves like a 
vantage top for engaging onlookers with the 
ever changing skyline. Once in Kalinga at 
the right approach of twilight time, the 
on for beauty gets recharged again and 
again till one crosses the 12 km-long-Ghat. 


KUTIA KONDHS: THE ANCIENT SETTLERS IN KANDHAMAL AREA 
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ST HOUSE, BELGHAR A 


PAKADADARAH 
Encircled with timeless beauty, 
the falling water of Pakadadarah 


is enchanting till the last drop of 


water gets rolled down and loses 
its track somewhere amidst 
Gondwana sediments. Elsewhere 
rock crystals of mica dazzle 
amidst sunlight to supplement 
beauty of the fall. ssed by 
vaporous winds, the fall is sure to 
relax and bring cheers for the 


onlookers thus wiping off drops of 


sweat from one’s tired body. 
Falling from a commanding height 
of 30 meters, Pakadadarah is 
between Panisal-Baghiapadar 
forest road at a distance of 18 km 
from Phulbani town. It reminds 
Auden’s famous lines : *O plunge 
your hands in water, plunge them 
in up to the wrist, stare, stare in the 
basin And wonder what you’ve 
missed’. 


COURTESY : STUDIO NEELKAMAL, PHULBANI 


BELGHAR 


In the immensity of natural beauty, Belghar is 70 km from Baliguda 
and 165 km from Phulbani town. Kutia Kondhs find this place most 
suitable for their habitation. Situated at a height of 2,555 ft above sea 
level, the nearby sanctuary Kotagarh is haven for wild animals like 
leopard, elephant, bear and cheetah. Belghar is well-connected 
through bus routes. A tourist may be fascinated by the cane work, one 
of the skilled handicrafts produced by local artisans. 


PAKADADARAH ¥ 


PUTUDI WATERFALL COURTESY : STUDIO NEELKAMAL, PHULBANI 


PUTUDI WATERFALL 

A scenic spot from where river Salunki jumps from 
a height of 60 ft that satisfies aesthetic pleasure of 
the common visitors. The power to judge the 
concept of beauty gets here recharged from time to 
time. It is 15 km from the district Hqrs of Phulbani. 


CHAKAPAD 

Chakapad 56 km from Phulbani town, Lord 
Birupakshya is the presiding deity here that 
enhances religiosity of the spot, adjacent to river 
Burtunga. Blessed with the abundance of Saivaism, 
the whole surrounding, lingam includ g trees 
appear like tilting towards south. This place is con- 
nected with Phulbani town through regular bus 
services via Tikabali. 


= 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


NO MANDASWAR (KUTT) VALLEY, COURTESY : STUDIO NEELKAMAL, PHULBANI 
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AC KATRAMALA, COURTESY : STUDIO NEELKAMAL, PHULBANE 


MANDASWAR (KUTTI) 

Looking back at the evolutionary process of Earth’s 
surface including Phulbani, Raikia has undergone 
climatic changes reflecting on rocks and mountains. The 
resistant rocks gradually succumbed to the serpentine 
valley like poetry lines ‘The mist creeps over the hard 
gray stone or the rain comes pattering from of the sky.’ 
With the arrival of sunlight one will make himself 
conscious of other lines of the same poem ‘when I’m a 
veteran with only one eye, I shall do nothing but look at 
the sky’ and that is of Mandaswar (Kutti) valley only. 


KATRAMALA 

Twenty km from Phulbani town Katramala is a scenic 
spot aided with the vigour of religiosity. Here, fishes are 
worshipped as the incarnation of God. Hence, they are 
seen playing in plenty within the pounding area. 
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KENDRA 


PADA 


HOW TO REACH 
AIR 


It is 95 km from Bhubaneswar, the nearest airport. 


TRAIN 
The nearest railway station is Cuttack, 65 km from the 
district Hqrs of Kendrapada. 


BUS 


Kendrapada is connected by N.H No. 5 that leads from 
Jagatpur, Cuttack. It is well-connected with Jajpur, 
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack and other places of the state. 


WHERE TO STAY 
1. Hotel Golden Palace 

2. Hotel Mayuree Palace 
3. Hotel Gouri Sankar 

4. Circuit House (Govt.) 


Kendrapada, popularly known as Tulasi Kshetra is the 
District Hqrs of Kendrapada, created wef 01.04.1993. 
Legend says, here Lord Balaram, the elder brother of Lord 
rishna had killed Kenderaswara and married his daughter 
It is bounded by Bay of Bengal in the east, Cuttack 
district in the west, Jagatsinghpur district in the south and 
Bhadrak district in the north. 


THE SPORTING BIRDS IN THEIR PLAYFUL MOOD IN BHITARKANIKA ¥ 
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KENDRAPADA DISTRICT 


A CROCODILES IN THEIR LEISURELY MOOD : BHITARKANIKA 


THE FRISKY DEER IN HER INNOCENT LOOK : BHITARKANIKA ¥ 


BHITARKANIKA WILD 
LIFE SANCTUARY 


This area was a part of old Kanika state. 
The beauty of this marine park is more akin 
to the lovely scenes of Sundarban, the 
deltaic zone in West Bengal. The long 
stretch of mangroves is dotted along the 
saline rivers flowing within this area. 
Bhitarkanika, ‘the national park, is 
endowed with the status of a sanctuary 
from 21.04.1975. This place ideally suits 
the salt water crocodiles for their protective 
breeding. Several faunas like wild pig, 
deer, rhesus varieties of reptiles and snakes 
including king cobra make this place as 
their safe haven. Bhitarkanika upholds the 
ideal theory of a balancing eco system. 

One may teach Bhitarkanika through 
Chandabali in Bhadrak district. He/She 
may cross the river Vaitarani and reach 
Nalita Patia from Chandabali that takes 
utmost one and half hours journey by boat. 
One may reach Dangmal and can get 
accommodation in its forest rest house. 
Such facilities are there in Ekakula and 
Gupti too. But one has to find out his own 
means of food as hotel services are not fre- 
quently available here. 

One may get down at Bhadrak, the 
railway station in the East Coast railway 
Zone between Howrah and Bhubaneswar 
and proceed to Bhitarkanika 77 km from 
the station. In order to visit Bhitarkanika, 
one has to establish contact with Divisional 
Forest Office, Rajnagar or its counterparta 
Chandbali. 


GAHIRMATHA 


Gahirmatha stretches 118 km on the shore of Bay of 
Bengal. Olive Ridley sea turtles from the pacific sail to this 
beach for mass nesting. Besides Gahirmatha, Costa Rican 
coast is the only other place in the world where Olive 
Ridley sea turtles go for mass nesting. They come here 
during the months of January and February. Their number 
could be upto 1,50,000. Once here, they go to the beach, 
dig holes and lay eggs upto 100 at a time. They lay eggs in 
two phases with an interval of two to four weeks. Their 
eggs hatch after 7 to 10 weeks. The mother Olive can 
holdback fully developed eggs for more than two weeks 
till she finds a suitable place to nest. It is probable that they 
go for mass nesting to avoid the risk of predation. On the 
sea they die in large numbers in colliding with boats and 
ships. On the beach, snakes, dogs, birds and worst of all 
human beings pose danger to their eggs. The Olive Ridleys 
are now protected under the Schedule 1 list of the Wildlife 
Protections Act, 1972. 


BALADEBJEW TEMPLE 


In Kendrapada, the temple of Baladebjew brings pious 
mood for the devotees. There has been celebration of car 
festival in July every year and Baladebjew, prototype of 
Lord Jagannath appears before his devotees for a darshan. 
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BAGAGAHANA & SARIBANA 


Places like Bagagahana and Saribana come within the geographical region of Bhitarkanika. Once permitted 
by the forest authorities and accommodation is secured in any place such as Ekakula, Habalikhati or Gupti, 
bird-watching would naturally come as one’s top agenda. In places like Bagagahana and Saribana in 
Bhitarkanika, if one has a binocular in hand one would miss no opportunity to see both native and migrating 
birds jostling to occupy free space on treetops. 


Egret, bearing the zoological name Fgretta alba, covers a long distance to defend its migratory status. It 
loves to catch small fishes and therefore sits attentively over wet land and humid places in search of its 
desired object. In Bhitrakanika, one caf come across such birds in plenty. 


Once one visits Bhitarkanika with family, the long white plume of an Egret is a prized catch for the kids. 


Sandpiper, another shorebird flutters around this zone. Its zoological term is Calidous fusciollis. Once 
flying over the sky, its wings may enter the lens of one’s binocular looking like brown hay stack. It too 
shares with a dividing line like white above and creamy below. They are seen in groups bringing enough 
visual impact in the minds of tourists. 


Stork, another pattern of migratory bird is the harbinger of silence. Long-necked, it belongs to the 
zoological family of Ciconiidae. Stork appears taller than many of its type with colourful head. Bearing a 
predatory spirit, it doesn’t hesitate to satisfy hunger with morsels from dead bodies. It is more akin to 
vulture, a bird of tropical region. 


ROW OF MANGROVES ¥ 


BIRDS IN THEIR PLAYFUL MOOD A BHITARKANIKA : THE ULTIMATE RESORT FOR AN ECO-TOURIST A 
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A MAA TARINI TEMPLE : MOTHER OF ALL GODDESSES 


AIR 

The nearest airport is Bhubaneswar 235 km from 
Keonjhar town, the district Hqrs. of Keonjhar. 
TRAIN 

Jajpur-Keonjhargarh, 115 km from Keonjhar is the 
nearest railway station in East Coast railway zone for 
getting train services to Howrah, Chennai, 
Bhubaneswar and other places of the country. 
Bhubaneswar is 235 km and Rourkela 217 km from 
here. 

BUS 

NH No 6 passes through Keonjhargarh and N.H. No. 
215 intersects NH No 5 at Panikoili from where 
destination is diverted to Keonjhar town. Regular bus 
services are available from Rourkela, Bhadrak, 
Balasore and Bhubaneswar to reach Keonjhar. 


KEONJHAR DISTRICT 


Hotel Arjun Hotel Ankita 

Hotel Plaza Hotel Srikrishna 

Hotel Labanya Hotel Krishna Palace 

Hotel Baral OTDC Hotel-Panthanivas 
Hotel Mayur Hotel Shrikshetra International 


An ex-feudatory state during British period, 
Keonjhar is situated in the northern region of 
Odisha. It is bounded by Singhbhum district of 
Jharkhand state in the north, Sundargarh and 
Dhenkanal districts in the west, Jajpur in the 
south and Bhadrak in the east. Keonjhar has 
enough mining potential to carve out a niche in 
the industrial map of the country. 


a" 
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Only 10 km from the 
district Hqrs. Keonjhar, 
Bada Ghagara, the 
waterfall is another 
scenic spot commanding 
popular attraction from 
the lovers of nature. Here, 
water falls from a height 
of about 183 feet. 


BADA GHAGARA : WONDERFULLY EYE-CATCHING A 


It is another biodiversity plateau, a spectacular cliff, 
a holy place for pilgrims as Vaitarani alias Gupta 
Ganga, the mother of all rivers has its origin from 
here. Once out of sight and resurfacing again over a 
projected stone, it resembles the nose of a cow. 
About 33 km from Keonjhar town, this holy place is 
also famous for the temple of Brahmeswar 
Mahadev. 


Brahmakunda near Brahmeswar temple is 

believed to be the origin of river Vaitarani. During 
auspicious occasion like Baruni, Hindu pilgrims 
gather here for a bath. Pandit Nilakantha in his 
Sanskrit play Bhanjamahodayam has depicted the 
legend associated with the spot. 
Once Brahma conducted a Jagnya for welfare 
of the human race. Several deities including Ganga 
were invited to it. When goddess Ganga enquired 
about its timing, Brahma told to equate the same 
with the drumming time. After sometime the 
archers from Juang group started playing music to 
supplement their dance. Ganga mistook it and 
began to flow downwards from the summit of 
Gonasika. Looking at the spontaneous outflow the 
dancing group at once installed mutilated head of a 
milch cow so that it could arrest the flow. Aghast at 
such an impious deed, Devi Ganga alias Vaitarani 
changed her course and went to the underground. 
As a fire fighting measure, Lord Brahma arrived 
there on his swan and dug a small pond in this 
sacred spot encircled by Champak trees. 
Subsequently, this came to be known as 
Brahmakunda. At a later stage, river Vaitarani 
started reflowing from here. However, such a 
legend hardly carries any relevance in modern 
times. 
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MURGA MAHADEV 

Situated at a distance of 70 km from Keonjhar town near 
Champua, Murga Mahadev the idol God attracts devotees 
from all around. It is a picturesque sight adjacent to a 
perennial stream. 


GUNDICHA GHAI 
Thirteen km from Ghatagaon, Gundicha Ghai is a waterfall 
drawing visitors to its natural beauty. 


MURGAMAHADEV 


SRI BALADEV JEW TEMPLE AT 
KEONJHARGARH 

In the old market area of Keonjhargarh, there is 
the temple of Sri Baldevjew. This massive struc- 
ture was built by then Maharaja Laxmi Narayan 
Bhanj during 1671. It is about 90 feet height and 
TEMPLE OF LORD BALADEV Jew A OME of the tallest Vishnu temples in Odisha. 


SITABINJI : TO HEAR THE SOUND OF COCONUT BREAK 


Situated like a wonder of nature Sitabinji upholds the ideal form of a fresco painting on a rock called Ravan 
Chhaya that appears more like a semi-folded umbrella. Thirty km from Keonjhar diverting a little from 
Jajpur-Keonjhar road, Sitabinji has all the potential to attract tourists and researchers in the line. It is worth 
the effort to spend some time here at a height of 670 meter from the ground. Both Buddhist and Saivaite 


could draw inspiration from a sacred edifice like Sitabinji. V LORD BALADEY IEW TEMPLE FROM DIFTERENT ANGLE 


One of the oldest tribal sects Juang dwells on beside 
this mountain range. Known as Juang Pith, the 
location called Sukati stands closer to Gonasika. 
Dharua-Devata and Basumati are their sacred deities. 
Thanapati, the other idol made everyone's heart lit 
with the fire of devotion. Juang celebrates life 
joyfully with music and dance. Maybe it is dove, pig 
or tortoise; in such dance forms choreography 
doesn't differ from one another. Changu dance is also 
their good pastime. When the air vibrates with 
dhidhitak... dhitas... dhitus and gradually sublimates 
with taktak....tatin....thiss, the musical pattern 
rhymes with the stepping of the dancers. 
Overwhelming passion jumps from the heart of a 
lover presenting ear ring and ribbon to his beloved. 
Unalloyed love gets echoed within the valley as 
lyrical song captures their mood i.e Sisir dakada lala} 
to bangri, sisir dakada lala; and so on. 


GHATAGAON & MAA TARINI 

Forty eight km from Keonjhar town, Ghatagaon on 
Anandpur-Keonjhar Road is the place famous for 
Goddess Tarini. As legend speaks, Maa Tarini was 
originally Goddess of the forest worshipped by 
people from Kondh tribe. At a later stage, the deity 
has been shifted to the side of the mainland. 
Nowadays devotees in their sanctified mood arrive 
on here from different corners of the country to have 
her darshan. 

Historically speaking Maa Tarini is the family 
Goddess of Bhanja dynasty who ruled Keonjhar once 
upon a time. As the story goes, Gobinda Bhanja, the 
army chief of Gajapati Purusottam Dev of Puri had 
his lineage with the royal dynasty of Keonjhar. Once 
he accompanied king Gajapati on his military 
expedition to Kanchi, a kingdom in south India. 
There, they became aware of the strength of Kanchi 
ruler on account of the blessed patronage of Maa 
Tarini. However, they could defeat the king after a 
severe fight. Maa Tarini, the Goddess was snatched 
away from the king and she became the property of 
Gajapati. On his return to Puri and then to Keonjhar, 
the Goddess held her promise not allowing any one 
to look back at her and only to concentrate on the 
tinkling of the anklet. After some time her following 
couldn't be ensured as tinking came to a stop within 
the sandpile. Ghatagaon and Keonjhar were still at a 
distance. 


A TEMPLE OF MAA TARINI 


The Goddess expressed her reluctance to proceed 
further as some people looked back at her in spite 
of prior caution. 

However, another story negates this one. Maa 
Tarini in true sense is Goddess of the forest. She, 
on a tiger's back roamed about the forest causing 
fear for everyone. A horror would grip the psyche 
of general public being eaten away by the deity and 
therefore the installation of the Goddess took 
effect in order to dispel fear from their minds. 
To-day, Maa Tarini through her scarlet look and 
neatly wrapped body, embellished with golden 
crown, sari and jewellery, pull devotees from all 
around. Worshipped by the non-brahmins called 
dehury from the tribal groups Sabar (Kondh), 
Bhuyan and Saunti, there have been mainly 
special occasions such as Makar Sankranti 
(January 14-16), Mahavisuba Sankranti (April 
14-16) and Raja Sankranti (June 14-16) to burn 
incense stick and break coconut at her feet. 
Arrangement is perfect even to accommodate gath- 
ering exceeding one lakh because of the expanded 
temple area. 

Goddess Tarini exercises tolerance for everyone 
irrespective of caste and religion. Secularism is her 
ultimate credo as there has been no bar for any 
Muslim or Christian and even within Hindus there 
is no caste barrier for entering the temple. There is 
no animal sacrifice in any form and the deity is 
worshipped with annabhoga since 1978. During 
Asadhi Parva , the Goddess is presented with gold 
as she undergoes fasting for a day. 

Ghatagon extends hospitality to everyone in the 
form of night stay and allows scope to take care of 
other social events like marriage, thread ceremony 
with ease and comfort. 

Any information on Maa Tarini is now accessible 
through the website. She is the best known 
Goddess in the devotees world. 
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MAA TARINI TEMPLE 
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GRANITE WORK NEAR KEONJHAR A 


Hadagada Dam is on river Salandi and 109 km 
from Keonjhar town. It is an ideal location for the 
picnickers. One can also reach here by train as 
Charampa, the railway station is 52 km from here. 


Eight km from Keonjhar town, Sanaghagara, the 
waterfall draws unique attraction for tourists. 
Spreading across a vast reserved forest area, such 
a natural streaming of water from the river 
Machha Kandana no doubt is a wonderful gift of 
nature. On close observation one may find that 
Sanaghagara, the 90 feet waterfall is more attrac- 
tive than its counterpart Bada Ghagara. Situated 
at an altitude of 1,950 feet above sea level, 
Sanaghagara brings coolness to the area. It can 
best take the credit of a summer hideaway.The 
rocky strata of the region is a part of the distinct 
underground wealth exposed through its scenic 
beauty at the surface. 


TEMPLE : MAA TARINI 


A SANAGHAGARA WATERFALL 
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HOW TO REACH 
AIR 

Bhubaneswar the capital city is within 
Khurda district having connections with 
all major cities in the country by air. 


TRAIN 

Bhubaneswar, that serves the city with its 
railway station is also the Divisional Hqrs 
of the East Coast Railway. Several trains 
run through Bhubaneswar and Khurda 
Road having connections with Howrah, 
Guwahati, Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, 
Mumbai, Bangalore, Trivendram, and 
other places of the country. 


BUS 

Bhubaneswar is close to Khurda and is 
connected by NH No. 5 between Chennai 
and Kolkata. As the state capital it links 
up with almost all towns and cities of 
Odisha and beyond. 


WHERE TO STAY 


The Crown The Triumph Residency 
Suryansh The Aryan 
Keshari Arya Mahal 
Tourist Inn Mayfair Lagoon 
Hotel Pal Heights Swosti Plaza 
Hotel Trident Regency 
The New Marrion Kenilworth 
Swosti Sishmo 
Hotel Grand Central Ginger 
Hotel Janpath Chancellor 
Bhubaneswar Hotel Hotel Ekamra 
Gouri Panthanivas (OTDC) 
Kalinga Ashok The Royal Midtown 
101 
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tt The Temple Lingaraj in Bhubaneswar 
created supreme havoc in the field of architectural 

excellence. It was built during eleventh century 

having the style exclusive of Kalinga only. Here, 

stones became the most expressive form of art, 

hardly to be excelled by anythingelse. 


DHAULI SHANTI STUPA YY 


The history of Dhauli dates back to 261BC, when the emperor ¥ 
Ashok vanquished Kalinga and his Kalinga war in turn conquered <p 

his heart and the emperor became a patron of Buddhism. The rock Te 

edict here, called Asvathana, bears Ashok’s inscription. Many of 

its letters are damaged. For the first time Lieutenant Markhan 
Kittoe brought this inscription to the notice of the Europeans. It 
was in 1838. 

Twelve km away from Bhubaneswar Dhauli is on the way to Puri. 
The foundation for the Shanti Stupa or Peace Pagoda 
was laid here in the year 1970. Fujii Guruji, founder 
president of the Japan Buddha Sangha helped in the 
building of the Stupa. Besides Shanti Stupa, there 

is also a Shiva temple here in the name of 
Dhabaleswar. 
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Bhubaneswar is not just the state capital of 
Odisha. It is backed by a history which is as old as 
261BC when Kalinga war of Ashoka was fought 
at Dhauli, only six km away from here. In due 
course of time it came to acquire religious 
importance which resulted in the building of 
hundreds of temples, big and small in and around 
the city. The foundation of this new capital was 
laid in 1948. 


Bhubaneswar was chosen as a site for the capital 
as it had around it a vast stretch of open land 
which would accommodate the expanding city. 
The new capital was executed in a planned 
manner. 


¥ RAJARANI TEMPLE 


Besides Kalinga war, another sign of human habi- 
tation around this place is traced to Sisupalgarh 
which stood around from 300BC to AD400. The 
next historic landmark has been the Khandagiri 
and Udaygiri caves which were the abode of Jain 
monks during the reign of Kharavela in around 
AD100. These caves were cut to sizes in order 
that Jain monks would meditate therein without 
showing ability to their standing pose. Kharavela 
had ordered for such rock-cuts during his regime. 
In Udaygiri, Ranigumpha bears the ambience of a 
double storeyed structure. Each carving keeps a 
minor height allowing arches and a smaller space 
in between. 


Bhubaneswar became an active centre of temple 
building from AD600 to AD1500. Many of these 
temples were exquisitely carved from top to 
bottom. The fine specimens of them are Parasur- 
ameswar (AD700), Vaital (AD800), Mukteswar 
(AD1000-AD1100), Rajarani (AD1100) and 
Lingaraj (AD1100). Parsurameswar has both 
Deula and Jagamohan. Its walls are engraved with 
illustrated motifs in smaller relief forming expres- 
sions of their own. Percy Brown commented, 
“Every stone here is of informative character’. 


The Mukteswar temple built somewhere around 
AD800 and AD1060, is an architectural accom- 
plishment. It is best known for its elegant arch. If 
it borrowed from old schools it-also introduced 
new art motifs, new architectural designs. These 
were new conceptions in iconography. 


But the architectural features of Rajarani temple 
are uncommon among other temples in Bhu- 
baneswar. The evolution of Odishan temple has its 
relation to this temple. Its sculptures have a unique 
place in the plastic art of Odisha. This temple has 
no presiding deity now. 


RAJARANI TEMPLE : ALASAKA! 
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NYA IN HER INDOLENT POSE A 


Rekha Sikhara is its ideal beauty harmonising both light 
and rhythmic flow in the world of construction. Pidha 
deula arranges Pidha in sequence wise leading to the 
fixation of Kalasa. Having Makaratorana at its portal, it 
is certified in the writings of Historian R L Mitra as the 
“gem of Orissan architecture.” 


The next dated temple is Brahmeswar. It was built about 
AD1060 by Kolavati Devi, mother of the Somavamsi 
king Vddyota Keshari. 


Lingaraj temple is the culmination of the evolution of 
temple building activity in Bhubaneswar. Standing tall 
at a height of 180 feet among a cluster of small temples 
in its compound, Lingaraj temple is a distinctive 
presence in the city. It has four structures ie deul, 


Jagamohan, natamandir and bhogamandap. These four 


structures are queued up sequentially making way to the 
main shrine. This walled pavillion doesn’t adhere to the 
gopuram style of south. Lingaraj temple was built in 
AD1100 by a Somavamsi king. 

After the Ganga period temple building activity in 
Odisha witnessed a strong decline and it came to an end 
after the fall of Suryavamsi dynasty. 


W BINDU SAGAR AT BHUBANESWAR 
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The most commanding of these temples is 180 ft high Lingaraj 


temple, which has in its compound many smaller temples. Because 


of the presence of numerous temples, Bhubaneswar came to be 
known as temple city. Of the number of tanks in old town, 


Bindusagar is the bigge: 


This being the old face of Bhubaneswar, its new face is a shining 
one. It is expanding as a major IT centre in the east of India. It has 
now five star hotels, discotheque, Regional Plant Research Centre, 
Planetorium, State Museum and Museum of Natural History. 
Regular fairs of handicraft, festivals of classical dance and music are 


added attractions. 
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¥ FROM MUKTESWAR DANCE FESTIVAL : GURU GAJENDRA PANDA WITH HIS RARE POSE 


A SWAMI VIVEKANANDA : SAND ART BY SUDARSAN PATNAIK. 
(NATIONAL YOUTH FESTT 


THE ARCHED GATEWAY : MUKTESWAR 


¢ 


A TEMPLE MEGHESWARA : ENTRY POINT 


A EXQUISITE ART ON THE WALL SURFACE OF TEMPLE MEGHESWARA 


4 HANDICRAFTS FROM PITAPALL, KHURDA 


mail.com 


STATE MUSEUM 

One can spend hours, may be a whole day 
with inquisitive family members in the State 
Museum, Bhubaneswar, named after great 
sanskrit poet Jaydeva. 


Fascinating galleries are there in two floors of 
exhibits covering Epigraphy, Anthropology, 
Palm leaf Manuscripts, Natural History, Art and 
Craft, Contemporary Art, Armoury, Mining and 
Geology, Archaeology and Numismatics. It 
displays 56,000 precious antiquities from 
ancient times till date. In Archaeology section, 
one may come across rare sculptures belonging 
to Saiva, Buddhist, Jain, Vaishnaba and Sakta 
Pantheon. Idols being identified with the 
dividing lines among Saptamatrukas, 
Amoghasiddhi, Buddha and Jain Tirthankar 
embellish the three great halls of the Museum. 
There is harmonious blending of both Krishna 
and Visnu cults in one image Krishna-Visnu. 


Visual attractions dissipate among scenes like 
Kaliyadalan and Vastraharan. 


In Epigraphic gallery, there are various inscriptions 
over stone and copper plates. Such materials owe 
their origin during different dynasties like Bhanja, 
Bhaumakara, Ganga, Sailadbhava and Gajapati. In 
numismatic section, there are coins dating back to 
pre-Mauryan and Mauryan period. 


In the recent past, State Museum has rightly 
honoured the martial and military traditions of the 
state. Daggers, swords, guns and cannons are being 
exhibited to remind the visitors of their past engaged 
in war. 


State Museum upholds the tradition of natural 
history and in this context different species covering 
mammals and birds may be vertebrate and 
invertebrate both are put to open exhibits. The 
dioramas put through solid preserves may be from 
the categories of leopard, nilgai pangolin etc. 


There have been 37,000 palmleaf manuscripts with 
the museum so far. 
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UTKAL UNIVERSITY 

Established in the year 1943, Utkal 
University is the seventh oldest university 
in India. The campus area around 400 acres 
of Vani Vihar, is adjacent to National 
Highway No. 5 and is flanked by Regional 
Research Laboratory and Institute of 
Physics. 

Utkal University provides post-graduate 
teaching in respect of 27 Departments. 
University Law College, Directorate of 
Distance and continuing Education are its 
added features. The students, strength in 
Vani Vihar comes around 3,000. There are 
more than 265 affiliated colleges that 
include 219 Degree Colleges. 


The foundation stone of Utkal University 
was laid by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the first 
president of Union Republic, India on 2 
January 1963. A sacred learning centre, 
Vani Vihar, has been proving benign 
motherhood of learning for majority of 
students and research scholars, who, in 
turn, are spread across the globe. 
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UTKAL UNIVERSITY A 


KALINGA STADIUM 

Kalinga Stadium near AG Colony, Nayapalli has been 
encouraging sports lovers and Athletes. During sports 
season, activities here are in plenty inspiring everyone. 
It consists of race track, basket ball and tennis courts, 
swimming pool and such other provision catering to 
players need. 


Although conceptualized during 1979 it took around 
two decades for arriving at its present status. 


The synthetic track as provided all around is an added 
attraction. 


KALINGA STADIUM AT BHUBANESWAR ¥ 
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Atri is a small village in 
Khurda district. It is 13 km 
from Khurda. There is a hot 
spring amidst paddy field, 
which emits strong smell of 
sulphur. The temperature of 
spring water is 55°. The water 
is collected in a reservoir and 
then let out. The circumference 
of the well is about 10 feet and 
depth 15 feet. A calculation has 
shown that this reservoir 
discharges 375 cubic feet of 4 
water per hour. The temple of fs £ M ATR: HoT SPRING 
Hatakeswar is nearby, where 
Sivaratri and Makar Sankranti 
festivals are held. Here a 
bathing complex has been 
constructed by the tourism 
department. 


A great astrologer, Pathani Samanta was born in 1835 in 
Khandapada, an ex-princely state near Nayagarh. He was also 
known to people in his full name Harichandan Mohapatra 
Chandrasekhar Simha Samanta. Once he was asked to measure the 
height of Mahendra hill of south Odisha. With the help of a 
bamboo stick, he could say the exact height. This surprised 
everyone including the king of Manjusha state who immediately 
reported the fact to the then British ruler. Samanta could also 
forecast the exact timing of solar or lunar eclipse. The planetorium 
at Bhubaneswar is named after him. 


A PATHANI SAMANTA PLANETORIUM AT BHUBANESWAR 
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KHANDAGIRI 
AND UDAYGIRI CAVE 


Khandagiri hill range is situated in the west of 
Bhubaneswar. The hill range is divided right 
from the foot of the hill. There are forty-four 
caves in Udaygiri and nineteen in Khandagi! 
The most famous caves of Udaygiri are 
Hatigumpha and Ranigumpha. There are others 
like Jayabijaya, Pataluri and Manchapur. 
Khandagiri caves are like Tatwa I so named after 
the tatwa bird which is richly carved at the top 
corner of the tympamem arch, tatwa — II etc. 
These caves date back to nearly AD100. The 
caves here were primarily meant to give shelter 
to the Jain monks. The ruler of that period was 
Kharavela, emperor of Kalinga and a 
patron of Jaini ere is a Jain Dharmasala 
here which was constructed sometime after 
1929. The Jain temple on the top of Khandagiri 
was built in mid-twentieth century. A mela is 
held at Khandagiri on Magha Saptami and 
continues till full moon. 


A KHANDAGIRI 


UDAYAGIRI ¥ 


Nandankanan Zoo housed in the Chandaka forest is almost halfway between Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. It 
was inaugurated in 1960. The Barang railway station is on the East Coast railway and only 2 km from 
Nandankanan. It was declared a sanctuary in 1979. 


BOATING IN NANDANKANAN 


The park is about 500 hectares. Between the biological and 
botanical garden lies the lake. A visit to the park would be 
incomplete without boating in it. Because of its proximity to 
the forest the wild animals stray into the park. Most of them are 
elephants. But of all the animals, the story of the tigress Kanan 
may sound incredible but it was true. She came to the zoo in 
search of a tiger called Pradeep. Ultimately one night on 5 
January 1967, she crossed the fence and jumped into the tiger’s 
ditch. Instead of making friendship they fought till they bled. 
They got the medical treatment. They were cured. But they 
continued to live separate lives. 


ANAN : BIRDS IN THEIR PLAY'FUL MOOD 


Digitized by 


A STATE MUSEUM 


ENTRY POINT TO STATE MUSEUM 


‘A METALLIC CRAFT IN BRASS: BALAKATI, KHURDA 


4 AN EVENING CLASS ON BHAGABAT FOR COUNTRY FOLKS 
PHOTO: COURTESY: STATE MUSEUM: BHUBANESWAR 
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Kenduli and 
Jayadeva, the sanskrit poet and author of 
Gitagovinda was born in Kenduli, a 
village between the rivers Prachi and 
Kusabhadra during twelfth century. This 
place has been controversial as there is 
another such place called Kenduvilva on 
the bank of river Ajaya in the district of 
Birbhum in West Bengal. Evidence is 
more in support of the first one. 
Kedarnath Mohapatra, a scholar has 
thrown light in support of the fact that 
Kenduli near Prataparudrapur-Sasana in 
Khurda district is the birth place of this 
famous lyrical poet. Thomas E. 


Y POET JAYADEVA 


Donaldson another such scholar in his 
article ‘Gopinath and Jayadeva mentions 
“the Bengali poet Chandra Dutta of 
Mithila in his Bhaktamata, does not claim 
Jayadeva for his own land, but mentions 
definitely that he belonged to a brahmana 
village Kenduvilva near Jagannath Puri. 
It appears then that the association of 
Jayadeva with this site in Bengal begins 
sometime in the eighteenth century. 
Other literary references which place 
Kenduvilva in Odisha include the 
Sampradapradipa of Gada Dvivedi 


>> *a 
A FLAG OF VISHNAVISM : POPULARISED FORM OF SPIRITUAL QUEST 


(AD1553-1554) which states that Jayadeva 
belonged to Utkala, the Bhaktavijaya of 
Mahipati of Maharastra which speaks of 
Jayadeva as an incarnation of Vyasa belonging 
to a village named Tinduvilva near the sacred 
city of Jagannath and the Bhaktamata by Navaji 
of Gwalior which assigns Jayadeva to Utkala. 
Perhaps the earliest reference to the homeland of 


Jayadeva is the verse attributed to Govardhana 
Acharya, preserved in the Alamkarasekhara of 
Kesava Mishra, which states that Jayadeva was 
the greatest of the poets that adorned the court of 
the king of Utkala.” 


KENDULI : THE BIRTH PLACE OF THE POET 


ns 
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However, the everlasting beauty and lucidity of Gitagovinda transcend the boundary line of any country or 
state like the priceless legacy of intellectual elites in the world. For centuries, it has been holding impact on 
every aspect of cultural and literary pursuits, may be from poetry to carpentry, from singing to dancing. In 
fact, Jayadeva is attributed to the stature of poet’s poet, and his Gitagovinda, creation of creations. 
Chaitanya, the great Vaishnavite was an ardent lover of Gitagovinda, the lyrical drama that carries grand 
status of being both religious and sensuous. In this great Kavya , Rasa is the focusing point. 


Kenduli, the well connected place is only 29 km from Bhubaneswar city acclaiming the status of a 
hinterland. It is an ancient platform of Radha-Krishna duo more in tune with the sahajic equation of 
Shiva-Parvati of the Natha Siddha or Prajnya and Upaya of the tantrik Buddhism. It also establishes a long 
drawn cult of romantic excitement having metaphysical overtone. High priests of Indian culture and 
literature can reach Kenduli and spend time in its museum to refresh their minds through the sequence of 
Dasavatara, ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu, the main theme rallying behind Gitagovinda. 


MASTER CANTEEN 


Like Connaughat place in Delhi, Esplanade in Kolkata, Trafalgar square in London, Master Canteen is 
Bhubaneswar’s premier shopping area. It stands as a grand frontage to welcome visitors coming out of the 
nearby railway station. 


Master Canteen is the nerve centre, respectful urge for any visitor, a citadel of grand togetherness, thus 
bringing satisfaction to any one’s shopping mood. From here, one may have a quick reach to Big Bazar and 
Pantaloon. 


Over and above its majestic footing in respect of quality lunch and dinner through chain of hotels, Master 
Canteen provides excellent book shops through Ashoka Market with maximum titles on display. 


Master Canteen is like the reed bringing playfulness to the commercial tune, a breathing ground of genuine 
public impulsion. 
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HOW TO REACH 


AIR ¢ 
Nearest airport is at Visakhapatnam 


202 km from here. 


TRAIN 
Koraput is a railway station having 


linkages with Visakhapatnam, 
Bhubaneswar, Delhi, Chennai 
Howrah and other places. 

BUS 


NH No 43 passes through Koraput and 
bus facility is from several corners to 
reach here. 


Jeypore 
Hotel, Hello 
Hotel Princess 
Hotel Manikrishna 
Hotel Madhumati 
lotel Trupti Gold 
lotel Sai Raaj 


Koraput 

Atithi Bhaban 

DNK Guest House 
Hotel Mohalaxmi 
Gold at Jeypore, 
Hotel Dulphin Plaza 


MOUNTAIN DEOMALI 


KORAPUT DISTRICT 


nature, its stretching presence provides alltime 
“attraction for the visitors. This-highest peak of 
Odisha is an offshoot of the Eastern Ghats and an 
ideal venue for aero gliding. 


The verdant forest representing Deomali have 
large number of orchids, emanating different 
smells. Undulating hills stretch out in several rows 
parading both flora and fauna shows. Koraput, an 
ideal land for the tourists is also the home for a 
large variety of animals like elephant, tiger, lion, 
deer, cheetah and many others. It also takes pride 
in its tropical birds. Nature abounds in plenty near 


Gupteswar, a place around 80 km from Koraput. 


It pays glowing tribute to the proto-historic 
significance through its great lingam. The cave, as 
being multi chambered is a wondrous gift of nature. 
The stream Sabari flows beside the cave. Legend 
speaks of Rama halting here a while moving towards 
Panchabati in Dandakaranya. Once you are on move 
with a binocular in hand, sunset at Kolab will make 
up your mind filtering through the crimson hued 
ambience of the western sky. Twittering of birds may 
be the only pebble, thrown at the pool of silence. A 
steady get away from your busy schedule, blessings 
would only be in the hands of Lord Gupteswar to 
shower on you. Widely pronounced as Sabar 
Srikshetra, Koraput 499 km from capital city of 
Odisha is an ideal motivation for a number of 
pilgrims. Parav, the splendid platform of tribal 
shows, demonstrates its showmanship annually 
Justifying it as the festival of the festivals. Popularly 
known as the Kashmir of Odisha, Koraput is 
hallucinogenic for any one through its rich tribal 
culture, dance, music and natural heritage. In its air, 
there remains purity of the rhythmic footfalls of tribal 
young boys and girls, hands spreading across each 
one’s waist around a campfire to secure blessing 
from their God, Dharani-penu in support of their 
lives and crops. 


The tune from the flute goes on enchanting you, may 
be the piper, a tribal lurking somewhere in the hidden 
corner of the valley. 


A TRIBAL PAIR FROM KORAPUT AREA 


PANCHAPATAMALI A 


Situated at a distance of 25 km from Koraput, 
Sunabeda is a lovely township to uphold the banner 
of industrial tourism. The Aero Engine factory under 
of Hindustan Aeronautics limited is housed 
by Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India. The back 
water of Kolab enhances interest for the place. The 
nearby deer park is an added attraction for the 
visitors. Sunabeda is in a pleasing climatic zone in 
contrast with many hot places of Odisha. 


KORAPUT TOWN 


JEYPORE 

Twentytwo km from Koraput 
town, Jeypore is the commercial 
nerve centre of the district. 
Surya Mahal, the old palace of 
the erstwhile rulers is an added 


ALUMINIUM REFINERY. DAMANJOD! attraction for the visitors. 


DAMANJODI 


National Aluminium Company Ltd, a public 
sector undertaking of Government of India, has 
its Mines and Refinery set up in Damanjodi, 
Koraput. It is highly recognised in the world of 
industrial tourism. 


GUPTESWAR 

Eighty km from Koraput, Gupteswar is an ancient 
cave wherein Lord Shiva is worhsipped in the form 
of a Lingam. Devotees come to this place in plenty on 
auspicious occasions to offer their prayers in the holy 
shrine. 


GUPTESWAR : THE SACRED SHRINE 
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NANDAPUR 


Only 44 km from Koraput, it was 
the old capital of Nandapur state. 
Lord Vikramaditya, the legendary 
ruler of Ujjain had enthroned 
himself on Batrish Simhasana, 
that made him wiser at the time of 
decision making. A similar type 
throne exists here and people 
equate the same with that of Lord 
Vikramaditya’s. 


BATRISH SIMHASANA : NANDAPUR A 


PANCHAPATTAMALI 

This great mountain range exists between Kakirigumma and Mathalput. It is naturally the tourists, delight 
to experience a long lining of 21 km unique plateau, characterized by a well-preserved biological set up. 
Nature has its special show and decoration combined with ethnic characteristics of tribals. 


RAMAGIRI 

On the way from Baipariguda to Gupteswar Ramagiri comes in between to talk of its pristine glory, In 
Ramayana, there are several lines covering descriptions on this holy place. Kalidas, the great poet is said to 
have selected this site to compose his Kavya, Meghadut. 


ROAD TO RAMGIRI ¥ 
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DUDUMA WATERFALL 


DUDUMA WATERFALL 


aput disti 


thus falling from a height of in Ba ere, it is adorned with the ର Dudhma that es up 
Machhkund Hydro-Power project. The place is w orth visiting to acquaint oneself with the hill beauty and 
the industrial showmanship of power generation. 


SABARA SRIKSHETRA : KORAPUT ¥ 


A RIVER SABER 
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A RIVER SABER! 


KORAPUT TOWN > 
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HOW TO REACH 


AIR 
The nearest airport at Visakhapatnam 
is 300 km from here. Besides a small 
airstrip is there in Jeypore 90 km 
from here. 


TRAIN 

The nearest railway station is 
Jeypore. Koraput, another station 
near Jeypore connects between 
Visakhapatnam and Jagadalpur under 
South Eastern railway. Rayagada, the 
other railway head in the main line 
connects Raipur with Visakhapatnam 
and situates at a distance of 203 km 
from Malkangiri. 


BUS 

Bus service is there in between 
Jeypore and Malkangiri, covering 
Visakhapatnam, a distance of 300 
km. Also inter-state bus communica- 
tions are available from Khamam in 
Andhra Pradesh to Konta and Sukma 
in neighbouring Chhatisgarh state via 
Malkangiri. 


4 
re aime ? 

ene oul? 

J A em 

oor 

, 


” MALKANGIRI DISTRICT 
WHERE TO STAY 

Hotel Basanti 

Circuit House (Government) 


The present Malkangiri district came into existence from 
October 1992 covering an area of 5,791 Sq.km. The district 
is divided into two main geographical zones. The South 
Eastern ghats are on the east covering hilly terrains, steep 
Ghats, plateaux and a vast valley thinly inhabited by 
primitive tribes. Among them Bonda, Koya, Didai and 
Paraja are prominent. They constitute the larger segment 
of the population. The western part of the district is 
comparatively plain. However, the whole district is 
wrapped with a forest coverage having utmost density to its 
credit. The rivers constituting lifeline of the district are 
mainly Machhkund, Kolab, Saberi, Sileru and Potteru. 
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Climate of the district is generally extreme like cold in 
winter and hot in summer. Temperature varies from 
13° to 47%. The annual rainfall is 1,710 mm making 
its climate warm and humid. The soil of the district is 
classified as red, laterite and black. Malkangiri is 
bordered by Vishakhapatnam and East Godabari 
districts of Andhra Pradesh in the east, Baster in the 
west, Koraput in the north and both East Godabari and 
Khamam districts of Andhra Pradesh in the 
south.Malkangiri, the title is a derivative from the 
word Malyabantagiri depicted in the Ramayana. 
Koyas, the tribal in this district celebrate Patakhanda 
festival during January in order to commemorate the 
sacred memory of the Pandavas, sinless characters in 
Mahabharat. They also celebrate Bhimudu in honour 
of Bhima famous for valour and strength. There have 
been celebrations like Kanam Raju, Bal Raju and 
Pota Raju worshipping Lord Krishna, Arjuna and 
Bhima respectively. A A BHUYAN (TRIBAL) LADY AT HER STANDING POSE 


ATRIBAL COUPLE IN THEIR TRADITIONAL MAKE-UP ¥ 


The hilly area in Khairput Block of Malkangiri 
district is the place for the dwellers of Bonda 
tribe. Known as the primitive group of 
Austro-Asiatic origin, this community has their 
style of ferocious living. Being ill tempered, one 
loses sense at the slightest provocation. Otherwise 
they are broad minded, hospitable and warm 
hearted. The gospel of humanity although 
prevails upon them their frenzied mood is still a 
part of today’s reality. It is like sounding of 
thunder from a silent valley. Ladies in this 
community have their distinct costumes. Bonda’s 
food habits, performing rituals in birth, marriage 
and death differ from others. A Bonda girl after 
attaining maturity selects her life partner younger 
than her. Ethnically this tribe is confined to the 
Bonda hills of this district. Bonda, a very special 
dialect survives through them only. Working 
knowledge on Bonda language will help a visitor 
to interact with the dwellers. 


This ancient tribe prefers to retain its originality even in the face 
of strong impact from the modernised way of living. There has 
been persistent attack to their dresses and entertainment. Legend 
speaks, in Dandakaranya area Rama, Laxman and Sita, three 
icons of Hindu mythology had their stay for sometime. Once, 
Rama and Laxman left for hunting when Sita stayed back for 
attending to her domestic chores. By then she was having a thin 
MM saree around her body. After sometime both Rama and Laxman 

| returned and saw Sita busy in the thrashing of paddy. Being 
ashamed of Sita’s thin wear Laxman shot at her mildly with a shut-up, 


3 the arrow used for killing a bird. In order to save her from 
FN embarrassment Sita left the spot in a hurry taking help of the underground and resurfaced near 


Khengubdak, a pond in Bursung hill and started bathing there. At this hour ladies from the Bonda hills 
appeared in a group to fetch water from the pond. Looking at Sita’s wear they could not suppress their 
laugh. It fumed Sita who, in turn, cursed them saying ‘if from today you do not remove hair and clothes 
from your body then your family would perish’. The ladies became nervous and pleaded before Sita to 
atone for their misdeeds. However, Sita relented herself. She tore a portion of her saree of about three feet 
length and handed it over them for using as a small wear. Saying so she disappeared from the scene . 

In Bonda family the mother wears around the neck of her girl child a chain called Lubeidak made of 
mutlicoloured beads. She also tattoos her nose and ears to embellish them with brass rings. 

During worship Bonda priest wears Kumphedak, a garment made of leaves only. As the girl child 
grows, there have been increasing load of ornaments on her body. Beads, coins known as daboo in local 
parlance, brass chain, Kugta chain made of tulsi beads cover her body from neck to thigh weighing around 
5-6 kilos. Her neck appears dazzled by Nasangu connsisting of 10-12 chains. From palms to elbows there 
are hand rings covering a portion of the body known as Sumrai. 


Malkangiri has aided into the 
Asonba FAMILY M pages of history of Odisha the 
significant role of freedom 
fighters from its own district. 
During AD1880 Tama Dora a 
young courageous Koya led his 
troop to give a valiant fight 
against the Britishers, then ruler 
of India. Initially; he defeated the 
British force and declared 
himself as the ascender to the 
throne of Uodia and Motu. In 
this, one Inspector and six police 
constables of Uodia police 
station lost their lives. 


Lo 
Digitales 


Subsequently Col. Marcquoid of Hyderabad regiment 
attacked Koya rebels and killed Tama Dora in a place 
called Rampa near Motu on 28 July 1880. But the 
quenchless flame of freedom once again leapt up with 
the leadership of Sitaram Raju another freedom fighter 
from Koya group. Sitaram Raju was both knowledgeable 
and cultured. He was basically non-violent and had a 
command over religious activities of Hindus. During 
September 1922 he killed two British army officers 
namely Wrighter and Cobbard and injured many of them 
seriously. He however fell prey to the diplomatic policy 
of the British and got arrested. Unfortunately he was tied 
up to a tree and shot dead by Major Guddal. Today, 


Sahid Laxman Nayak of this district is also 
hailed as a great patriot. During 1942 he led a 
protest march in Mathili on 21 August. Police 
brutally killed the demonstrators namely 
Nakul Pujari, Samar Nayak, Narasingh 
Bhuiyan and Linga Bhuiyan. Laxman was 
arrested for this violent incident.In Mathili 
sessions trial continued and on 13 November 
1942 he was pushed to the gallows through a 
hanging order. Today, Laxman is revered as a 
selfless martyr, one of India’s toppest ever 
freedom fighters excelling the cause of 
country’s nationalism and freedom. 


Sitaram is offered hero worship due to his martyrdom, 
championing the cause of Indian freedom. 


SATIGUDA DAM 

Satiguda Dam, only 8 km from Malkangiri town 
stands amidst a pastoral setting. Once you are there the 
tranquil surrounding will appear like a stunning spot 
for you. . The area of the dam is 943 metre long and 17 
metre high. Similarly the catchment area is about 18 
Sq.km. 

Once you are in this wild open place unlocking 
beauteous scenes it is but natural on your part to have a 
boating experience. Moreover Lord Shiva waits there 
to shower blessing on you.Just on a visit you may 
stretch your jubilation relaxing into the top aquatic 


trials. 7 


¥ SATIGUDA DAM> 


SATIGUDA DAM : ATTENTION OF THE TOURISTS A 


BALIMELA: A MEANINGFUL ASSURANCE 
FOR A VISIT 

Balimela, an inspiring zeal in Malkangiri district is 35 
km from district Hqrs. The hydro-electric project, 
established jointly by the state govts Odisha and 
Andhra where electric bulbs play sports with the 
swelling waves of river Sileru. Chitrakonda, 25 km 
from Balimela is the Dam construction site. One may 
gently pursue the two governments equal sharing of 
water and the third share comes like firing your 
imagination. The power-house is equipped for 
generating 240,000 KW and irrigating substantial areas 
in Motu and Malkangiri. 
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AMMAKUNDA 


Situated in a quiet surrounding in 
Khairput Block, Ammakunda is 70 
km from Malkangiri. This small pool 
enriches with water from a hill 
stream allowing fishes and other 
aquatic creatures fearless swimming. 
The bowl of hills more like a stone 
circle greatly pleases a visitor when 
fishes are worshipped as avatar of 
Lord Vishnu. 
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AMMAKUNDA OF MALKANGIRI A 
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BADA YATRA OF MALKANGIRI A 


MANYAMKONDA AND 
BADA YATRA 


Manyamkonda, 90 km from 
district Hqrs becomes the 
centre of worship every year 
during March-April. Bada 
Yatra, the grand show starts 


annually from here and gets 
over in Malkangiri near 
Mauli Maa temple. 


HOW TO REACH 


AIR 

An aerodrome field is there at 
Rasgovindpur of the district 
since Britishdays. District Hqrs. 
of Mayurbhanj is 270 km from 
Bhubaneswar Airport and 219 
km from Kolkata. 


TRAIN 

There was a narrow gauge 
railway track from Rupsa to 
Baripada. But this has already 
been expanded to a broad gauge. 
Balasore is the nearest railway 
station for reaching Mayurbhanj 
which is 56 km from here. 


BUS 

Baripada is well-connected by 

bus services from Bhubaneswar 

and different places of the state. 

National Highway No. 5 passes Cr Bltanat! 
through the district connecting cand 
Kolkata and Bhubaneswar. 


WHERE TO STAY 

Ambika Hotel 

Sidhhartha Hotel 

Durga Hotel 

Krishna Lodge a 


MAYURBHANI DISTRICT 


Mayurbhanj, the largest district in Odisha consists of 4 sub-divisions namely Baripada sadar, Bamanghati, 
Panchapidha and Kaptipada. This ex-feudatory state became a part of Odisha wef January 1949. Forestry, 
the primal beauty of nature is an idyllic contribution to the geography of its surrounding. Mayurbhanj has 
enough to boast of its sylvan setting, flora and fauna catering to the vision of any known and unknown 
tourist. It is certainly at the forefront to talk of its natural beauty. Grassroot culture is amalgamated with the 
panoramic beauty of Meghasuni, the spectacular mountain range. 
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The long stretch of 2,750 square km Similipal National Park has a lot to speak on its behalf. To wander 
within this is a life-time experience for any one. Experiencing foot-steps of more that 90 living tigers and 
elephants, cocking up one’s ears to the fluttering of more than 200 species of birds is certainly rediscovering 
oneself in a breathtaking atmosphere. The magnificent beauty of Barehipani Waterfall can be enjoyed 
across the skyline from a summit scaling 400 meters. 


The ideal time to visit Simlipal is between November and June. 


Two locations that run into the interior of the forest area are Jashipur on NH No. 6 and Lulung on NH 
No. 5. The tracks become zig-zag once a tourist leaves Lulung, 25 km from Baripada. It is always better to 
move around in a comparatively heavy vehicle to tide over hardship. 


KHICHING 


Located 150 km from Baripada, 
px” Khiching is famous for stone 
2 carving of a different kind. 
# ¥ Once serving as the capital of 
¥ Bhanja Dynasty, it inspires 

} every craftsman who wishes to 
ba + see exquisite art on the surface 
of the temple wall. Here 
Goddess Chamunda, the idol 
worshipped in the temple, is full 
of splendid stone work. 
Khiching is the place of various 
kinds of stone artifacts from 
where idols are exported at 
affordable prices. 


KICHAKESWARI 
TEMPLE 

A temple in Bahalda, the 
significant capital in the 
erstwhile kingdom during 
fourteenth century. Sixteen km 
away from Baripada, the temple 
represents its best a close 
engraving of stone art. 
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BANTHIA JAGANNATH TEMPLE DEOKUND 


Banthia Jagannath, a nineteenth century The scenic beauty of Deokund has long attracted 
temple in Baripada town dates back to the visitors from all around. Situated at a distance of 65 
years 1863-67 of its construction during the km from Baripada, Deokund is well-defined by its 
regime of Sri Srinath Bhanja Deo. Lord captivating water fall and natural surrounding. Here, 
Jagannath is worshipped here. at the nearby temple Ambika is the presiding deity 


showering blessings to all. 


BHIMKUND 


Forty km from Karanjia, Bhimkund is a hot 
spot for the Hindu pilgrims. Bhima, the 
legendary figure from out of five Pandavs 
believed to have taken his bath during their 
exile. 


THE ANCIENT DWELLER OF SIMILIPAL 


SIMILIPAL 


Precipitous waterfalls, meandering rivers, crouching 
crocodiles, roaring tigers, sober elephants, flying 
squirrels, lusty-coloured orchids and dense forest 
characterize Similipal National Park. Similipal was 
the erstwhile hunting preserve of the Maharajas of 
Mayurbhanj. In 1973 it was declared as one of the 
nine project Tiger reserves in the country. It covers 
an area of 2,750 square km. The core area is 850 
square km. 
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Average mean elevation of Similipal is 900 meters. The highest peaks are Khairibure (1,178 metres) and 
Meghasuni (1,158 metres). The most captivating sights are gorgeous 400 metre waterfall at Barehipani and 
150 metre waterfall at Joranda. Many rivers like Budhabalanga, Khairi and Salandi originate from the hills 
of Similpal. The dense forest river system have made Similipal home of such wide varieties of fauna like 
tiger, elephant, deer, sambar and others. Here are more than 1076 species of plants, including nearly 82 vari- 
eties of orchids. The vast topography and the rich bio-diversity have made Similipal a national park, a tiger 
reserve ,a wildlife sanctuary, an elephant reserve and a biosphere reserve. There is also the added attraction 
of crocodile rearing centre at Ramatirtha near Jashipur. In winter here temperature goes down the freezing 
point. The guest houses in Lulung, Chahala and Joranda offer a life-time experience of the hills. 


SIMILIPAL IN ITS QUIET BEAUTY 
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NAB 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Nabarangpur is 563 km from the airport at 
Bhubaneswar. It is also 300 km from 
Visakhapatnam and 243 km from Raipur. 


TRAIN 
The nearest railway station is Koraput 64 km from 
here 


BUS 

Nabarangpur is on NH No. 201 having bus 
communication from all important places of the 
state and from neighbouring states Chhatisgarh and 
Andhra Pradesh. 


Nabarangpur is bounded by Rayagada district in 
the east, Chhatisgarh state in the west, Kalahandi 
district in the north and Koraput district in the 
south. Previously it was one of the sub-divisional 
Hqrs of Koraput district but became a separate 
district wef 2-October-1992. 


GOD BHAIRAB 


RANGPUR 


NABARANGPUR DISTRICT 


BHAIRAB TEMPLE 

Papadahandi is about 12 km from Nabarangpur 
on Nabrangpur-Umarkot road. The old 
Nilakantheswar temple is here to talk of its 
pristine glory. This apart, there is another temple 
called Bhairab in Podagarh in which Bhairab 
Baba is worshipped by the devouts mostly from 
tribal community. As the legend speaks, the great 
god was enthroned in Salapimari within the 
mountain cave at its early stage. Once, bamboo 
cutters entered the forest and came across one 
metallic pot made of brass. A swarm of bees 
nestled inside and made their passage through a 
small hole. 


When there had been 
attempt to collect honey 
from inside the pot, a tiger 
appeared suddenly from 
nowhere. Just then, it 
started raining heavily. 
Surprisingly, there was 
smoke billowing out of the 
spot braving the good 
shower. The wood cutters 
were a bit panicky and 
climbed over a nearby tree. 
Gradually, the smoky 
column metamorphosed 
into God Bhairab Baba. 
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‘A MAA BHANDARGHARANI TEMPLE NABARANGPUR 


MAA BHANDARGHAR/ 
In Nabarangpur, Maa Bhandargharani brims 
with spiritual fervour. Devotees from all 
levels come to offer their prayers as they have 
been dragged naturally, especially on days 
like Tuesday and Saturday. 


ED MI R, PA 4A NDI 


SAL Ih 
In Papadahandi, Nabarangpur the great Saheed 
Minar stands to remind its visitors the sacrifice 
of patriots belonging to the area. Situated on 
the river bank Toori every year people from far 
and near arrive in the spot for paying floral 
tributes to those freedom fighters who laid 
down their sacred lives on 24.08.1942. This 
coincides with the incident at Jalianwalabag in 
Punjab during 1942. In Papadahandi, 19 
persons died of police firing while voicing 
their protest against Britishraj as part of Quit 
India Movement. 
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SAHEED MINAR, PAPADAHANDI ¥ 


CHANDAN DHARA 

Eighty two km from Nabarangpur Chandan Dhara 
near Jharigaon affords a magnificent look due to its 
natural surrounding. For any visitor, it extends its 
spontaneous invitation and one may allow one’s 
heart for diving into the tides of greenness surging 
all around. This roaring waterfall, no doubt, is the 
biggest property of nature. The scenic beauty 
across the mountain range, through its lush green 
foliage provides immense satisfaction and the 
moments here are unforgettable. 


KELIA SHIVA 
TEMPLE 
Situated at a 
distance of 42 
km from 
Nabarangpur in 
Dabugaon 
Block Kelia 
Shiva Temple 
has its all 
pervading 
influence over 
religious 
enthusiasts. The 
nearby Parvati 
Cave adds glory 
to the place. 


WOOD WORK IN JAGANNATH TEMPLE 


JAGANNATH TEMPLE, NABARANGPUI 


Religiosity runs high in Nabarangpur tying in 
with the presence of Lord Jagannath, his cohorts 
Balabhadra and Subhadra. Wooden craftsmanship 
has been spread across roof level of this temple 
like structure, wherefrom comes inspiration for 
the artists and devotees. One may undergc 
spiritual enlightenment while coming across these 
divine idols. 


LACQUER ART 


LACQUER ART 

Nabarangpur carries with it the tradition of lacquer 
art. Lacquer that oozes from trees is converted to 
various art forms. Visitors appreciate such products. 
Lacquer wares in varieties are available catering to 
daily need with excellent visual effect. 


ims MAA PENDRAN, UMERKOTE 
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A SCENE FROM MANDEI 


MANDEI! 

This annual show in the cultural calendar of 
Nabarangpur is a festive occasion serving food 
to everyone’s eyes. If one has time to cope 
with this platform of Mandei filled in dance 
and music, it will keep oneself fresh and 
vibrant. The various dance groups while 
demonstrating their subtly rhythmic feet 
garner plenty of appreciation from the 
onlookers. Mandei, the well-organised show is 
a burst of joy leaving indelible print in the 
mind of a visitor. It is one of the best forms of 
annual outing. 


MAA PENDRANI, UMERKOTE 


As legend goes Pendrani was the blue-eyed 
daughter of a family having four brothers. After 
marriage, her parents decided to undertake 
burden of the couple out of sheer love to their 
daughter. Pendara, the husband spent days in 
idleness enjoying all facilities of his in-law’s 
house. This created jealousy in the minds of the 
brothers-in-law. They combinedly joined 
together and murdered him. Being severely 
grief-striken, Pendrani sacrificed her life in the 
funeral pyre of her husband. 

Today, devotees come from all directions to 


worship Maa Pendrani, the presiding deity of 
Umerkote. 
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INDRAVATI DAM AT KHATIGUDA 

Across the river Indravati there is a Dam at Khatiguda that stands witness to ultra engineering skill. The 
water reservoir created out of the dam is the best venue for water sports. Tourists may derive utmost 
satisfaction from this place that has a catchment area of about 2,630 km. Upper Indravati Hydro Electric 
Project (UIHEP) project catering to social need in electricity and irrigation both. The picnickers can also 
have their best time here. 
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TAMAZAAAAADDAAAAR VALI DAA AA DAMA A ARSE 


NAYAGARH 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Nayagarh is 87 km from Bhubaneswar, 
the nearest airport. 


TRAIN 
The nearest railway head is Khurda Road 
57 km from Nayagarh town. 


BUS 

Nayagarh is well facilitated with bus 
services from Bhubaneswar, Phulbani, 
Bolangir, Boudh and other places of 
Odisha. 


NAYAGARH DISTRICT 


WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel Safari International 
Asutosh Lodge 

Janata Lodge 

Padma Hotel 

Trinath Hotel 

Satkar Lodge 


Surrounded by Khurda district in the east, 
Phulbani district in the west, Cuttack and 
Ganjam districts in north and south, 
Nayagarh, the new district came into 
existence wef 1995. Nayagarh, thus stood 
upon its improvised administrative status. 
Mahanadi, the biggest river of the state has 
its serpentine flow to act as eastern boundary 
line of the district. Nayagarh carries with it 
several picturesque valleys and captivating 
mountain range unspoilt so far by any kind 
of modernized onslaught of moderaity. The 
district encounters mild to extreme heat 
during summer and cold during winter. 
Accordingly, temperature ranges generally 
between 37°c to 43%. Apart from Mahanadi, 
there is another river called Kusumi that 
originates from Panchabati in Bhanjanagar 
sub-division of Ganjam district . It joins 
with Duanta and Dahuka near Khandapada 
and falls, into Mahanadi near Kantilo. 
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KANTILO NILAMADHAV 4 


Kantilo is in the Khandapada tehsil of Nayagarh 
district. It is on the river bank of Mahanandi. 
The temple of God Nilamadhav, who is believed 
to be the former form of lord Jagannath at Puri, 
stands on a hillock by the river bank. Lord Shiva 
is also worshipped in this temple. The festivals 
associated with the temple of Jagannath at Puri 
are also observed here. The most famous one 
being Bahuda Ekadasi. Standing on the 
compound wall of the temple, one gets a 
panoramic view of the surrounding including 
the river Mahandi flowing nearby. 


LORD RAGHUNATHJEW A 
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SATKOSIA 


A drive of 30 km from Gania in Nayagarh district to reach Chhamundia, 120 km from Bhubaneswar, it is 
worthy of an experience to come across an observatory in Badmul near Chhamundia for getting a closer 
view of Satkoshia gorge in the river Mahanadi. It is a ‘must see?’ area for any lover of nature. Mahanadi 
touches the border of the district at Kuturi, 8 km from Badmul a small village under Gania Block. From 
Boudh upto Badmul, the geographical segment embracing this great river is known as Satkoshia gorge. In 
order to listen the cooing of birds, may be from a dove, mom bill, partridge, cuckoo or to discover the 
evanescent shadow of crested serpent eagle on the sunny ground, one can move forward step after step till 
there is sudden discovery of a flying squirrel or Hill Hyena. Please don’t get panicky, if there is sudden 
appearance of a king cobra or a rocket python. In the Mahanadi watery zone Gharial or Mugger crocodile 
would wait for someone’s arrival with indolent eyes and idle body concealing its ever evil mind. In this 
land, species of fauna are several like elephant, bear, chital, leopard and sambar. The tourists may give vent 
to their adventurous mood in reaching closer to this sanctuary zone. 


SARANKUL 


Sarankul is situated at a distance of 13 km from Nayagarh town on Nayagarh-Aska Road. Adding great 
support to Saivaite tradition, the shrine of Lord Ladukeswar, popularly known as Ladu Baba is worshipped 
here. Mahasivaratri is celebrated here with pomp inviting devotees from all around. 


LADUBABA TEMPLE : SARANKUL ¥ 


A TEMPLE RAGHUNATHJEW 


ODAGAON 


Here, there is the temple 
of Lord Raghunathjew. It 
wears its festive look 
during Ramanavami, 
adding plenty of 
religious fervour in the 
minds of devotees. 


LW 
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AIR 
The nearest airport is Raipur, 120 km from here. 
There is another airstrip at Gotma 7 km from Nuapada 
town. 


TRAIN 

The main railway line of the district constructed in 
1932 passes through Khariar Road 10 km from 
Nuapada district Hqrs. Situated in South-Eastern 
railway zone, it connects Vizianagram in Andhra 
Pradesh with Raipur in Chhatisgarh. 


BUS 

State Highway No 3 passes through the district. NH 
No. 217 originates from Chhatisgarh border via 
Nuapada, Khariar—Belgaon-Berhampur and 
terminates near Gopalpur covering 438 km. Nuapada 
is connected with Bolangir, Bargarh, Bhawanipatna 
and important places of Chhatisgarh state including 
Raipur. 


NUAPADA DISTRICT 


Jogeswar Lodge, Nuapada 
Pruthwiraj Lodge, Khariar 
Aditya Lodge, Khariar 

Sri Ganga Hotel, Khariar 
Jalaram Lodge, Khariar Road 
Blue Diamond, Khariar Road 


Nuapada district is bounded by 
Raipur district in the north, 
Chhatisgarh state in the south and 
west, Bargarh and Bolangir 
districts of Odisha in the east. 
Nuapada town is the district Hqrs 
of Nuapada. Previously it was in 
Kalahandi district. However, it 
established its separate entity as a 
district wef 1 April 1993. 


BUDHIKOMNA 

Once in Budhikomna to visit the 
enshrined God in the temple 
Pataleswar made of bricks and to 
charge oneself with its incantatory 


effect, it would be like a triumph of the devotee’s heart. Behind the facade 
of architectural beauty, one atones for one’s misdeeds in life. It may be a 
petty sin like killing an insect or obstructing someone’s happiness. 
Goddess Budhikomna is there to inspire you to lead a pious life, 
henceforward. 


KHARALDHUS WATERFALL 
Kharaldhus waterfall adds glamour 
to the district through its sublime 
stand. It caters to human minds for 
alling from a height of 


PATALGANGA 

It boasts of a perennial flow of 
water that is considered sacred 
like river Ganga. On auspicious 
occasions, people take a dip in stimulus. 


this holy flowing. It is 95 km 
from Nuapada on the way to 
Khariar and Boden. 


50 meters it unfolds into gradual 
rippling sound. Two hundred and 
twentytwo km from Raipur, it is 
105 km from the railway station at 
Khariar Road. Kharaldhus evokes 
jubilation in life and wants to 
co-exist with the policy of ever 
appeasement for its onlookers. 
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PATORA DAM 


The ever attractive spot in Nuapada disrict, such 
an idyllic surrounding Patora Dam epitomizes 
vibrant beauty and happiness which is never to go 
out of one’s memory. 


A leisurely drive of 15 km from Nuapada will take 
youto this scenic spot. Situated at a comparatively 
higher slope, the Dam acts as the arresting point of 
the flowing river. The bluish water reservoir acts 
as feast to your eyes and heightens your 
Consciousness to enjoy. the shrill voice of the 
splashing water. The placid landscape will 
certainly nurture your loneliness and will lift 
pressure from anyone’s heart. You will not feel 
like saying good bye to the spot. Whenever 
moonlight falls on the crystal clear bluish water, 
reflections of the same become bright and 
transparent. Peace reigns supreme all over the 
surrounding area. On the summit of the hill 
perches a large pavilion and the image of Bhakta 
Hanuman commands a distinct view from a 
distance. The Dam water too sparkles with golden 
rays when light of the setting sun falls on it. 


PATORA : THE DISTINCT FLOWING VOICE ¥ 


PATORA : A BLIP ON THE TOURIST CALENDAR A 


MAGNIFICENT STANCE 


While Patora Dam has its magnificent stance in 
this intricate zone, the visitors come across the 
sweet glimpses of Shiva and Parvati, whose 
marble idols quench their bhakti thirst. As one 
crosses the gate way paving the steep climb that 
meanders along the valley, one is greeted with the 
smiling view of the vast horizon, that best fits 
into the questing eyes of an onlooker. 
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YOGESWAR TEMPLE AT PATORA 


Although the temple is new, its Shibalinga is 
pretty old, dating back to AD600. The temple is 
built with the help from several unexpected 
sources. Locals lent their helping hands. The help 
of cassette king late Gulshan Kumar is 
significant. A Jugal Murti of Shiva-Parvati 
carved out of single stone is placed as his 
spiritual gift in the sanctum sanctorium. Ram 
temple is located down the hill. A 40 ft. Hanuman 
statue is another major attraction here. 


A drive in the winding road along the running 
canal water slakens the thirst of a tired tourist. 
Trekking across green hills and glancing at the 
breathtaking view of the forest and transparent 
waterbody prove attractive. In addition, the 
nearby Rajiv Udyan best suits both plant lovers 
and activities for children. 
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PATORA DAM 


JAIN TEMPLE : KHARIAR ROAD A 


JAIN TEMPLE 

While in Khariar Road, it is a 
unique opportunity to spend 
sometime in the Jain temple 
basking in the glorious 
memory of Jaina Tirthankara, 
Parsvanatha whose meditative 
spirit ideally goes back to 
AD500-600. 


WAY TO SUNABEDA VALLEY AJ 


SUNABEDA VALLEY 


Once a tourist is in Sunabeda valley bordering Chhatisgarh, the vast sanctuary makes one refreshed and 
energised. Covering around 600 Sq.km this valley adorns the pride of a tall peak, small and big waterfalls 
numbering 11. The bird sanctuary at Raital, fort Jumalagarh and hill Bamani commonly share the story of 
adventure and thrill elating human minds. 


THE RHYTHMIC LIFE WITHIN VALLEY AREA 


Fortyeight km from Nuapada, 
Sunabeda comes under Komna 


Block. Villages such as 
Chandarsil, Gambharipani, 
Gadgada, Badajhola and 


Thalipani etc. are intent on being 
discovered and frequented by 
visitors from developed set-up. 
The whole valley is a splendid 
shelter for tiger, cheetah, wild 
dog, nilgai, chital, bear, boar, 
wild buffalo, rabbit and such 
other forest dwellers. As per the 
latest enumeration, Sunabeda 
has 32 tigers and 36 cheetahs. 


The forest as well as tree 
coverage of this valley is unique. 
A great variety of trees like sal, 
teak, piasal, mahua and thickets 
of bamboo are spread over the 
reserved forest zone. 


ANTS OF VALLEY AREA 


RAJIV UDYAN IN PATORADAM WW 


SUNABEDA VALLEY Wf 


Once in Sunabeda valley, one can take a 
pleasant walk where voices from falls like 
Godhans, Beniadhas, Kharaldhas, Pandajhola, 
Hilarchuan etc. are well reverberated in the 
visitor’s mind over and above flapping of the 
flying birds. Maybe horn bill, wood pecker, 
green pigeon or kingfisher won’t allow the 
illuminated sky to filter through their wings. 
However, amidst faint light after sunset, there 
is murmuring from running water of the 
stream and the sound ‘tuk.....tuk? from within 
branch of a tree allowing one to imagine a 
wood pecker drilling a hole on the wood. In 
Raital Sagar, Jalki and Buerbhadi, one can take 
the help of watching tower to see migratory 
birds in the watery zone. 


Sunabeda stands as a majestic love to touch 
the heart of everyone through its religious 
shrine Lord Yogeswar or the cave Rani 
Muhansa. The cooling effect not exceeding an 
average twelve degree centigrate justifies 
attracting eco-tourists to the area 
notwithstanding a hot climatic zone like 
Nuapada in west Odisha. 


There are forest rest houses in Sunabeda and 
Godhans for comfortable stay of the visitors. 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Bhubaneswar is the nearest airport, 60 km 
from here. 

TRAIN 

Puri is a railway station in East Coast 
railway zone having connections with 
Bhubaneswar, Howrah and other important 
places in the country. 

BUS 

Puri is well connected by State Highway 
fron? Bhubaneswar. One can also reach Puri 


via onark crossing over Marine drive. 
a& 


Where to stay 
Camellia Hotel 
Marina Beach Resort 
Hotel Vijay International 
Hotel Arya Palace 
Hotel Samundra 
Hotel Swimming 
Hotel Padma 

Hotel Sonali 

Hotel Puri 

Circuit House (Govt.) 


PURI DISTRICT 


Hotel Toshali Sands 
Hans Coco Palms 


Mayfair Beach Resort 
Hotel Holiday Resort 
Hotel Shree Hari 

Hotel Dreamland 

Hotel Sea Palace 

Surya Beach Inn 
Panthanivas (OTDC) 
South Eastern Railway Hotel 
CHILIKA 

Yatri Nivas (Satpada) 


Panthanivas (Barkul & 
Rambha) 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


The temple of Jagannath at Puri is the hub of Odia life, 
religion and culture. It has been the rallying point of different 
religions. So much Odia sentiment is attached to the temple of 
Jagannath that none of the invaders of Odisha in the past dared 
touch it. Only for a short period, the images were kept away in 
safe places for fear the Afgan General Kalapahad would 
desiccate them. But Mughals, the Marathas and the Britishers 
were reverent of the deities. 

In the past, Puri has been known in different names, such as 
Purusottama, Nilachal, Niladri and Srikshetra. Among the non- 
Odiyas this place is known as Jagannath Dham and among the 
Europeans in the past as Juggernaut. It is also one of the Dhamas, 
a place of pilgrimage, established by Sankaracharya; the other 
three being Sringeri, Dwarika and Badrinath. Every pious Odia 
likes to visit Jagannath at least once in his lifetime. The temple 
of Jagannath was built by Raja Ananta Varman Chodagangadeva MH 
in the first half of 12th century. It is the highest temple in Odisha. 4 GUNDICHA TEMPLE 

Its height is 192 feet. It is executed in Pancharatha plan. The compound wall of the temple is called 
Meghanad Prachira and the inner wall Kuruma bedha. The four gates in each direction are: Simhadwara 
on the east, Aswadwara on the south, Vyaghradwara on the west and Hastidwara on the north. 

Some of the visitors if not allowed inside the temple worship Patitapavan (the other name Of 
Jazannath) on the eastern gate. The presiding deities in this temple are Lord Jagannath, 
Lord Balabhadra and their sister Devi Subhadra. The uniqueness about these deities is 
that they are made of wood and that those images are replaced each twelfth year 
with fresh neem wood. The devotees throng Puri throughout the year and their 
number swells over a million on the day of Ratha Yatra. The sun pillar in 
front of the main temple gate, known as Aruna Stambha, is a monolithic 
shaft of chlorite, which has sixteen sides. Its height is 7.7 meters. 


GOUDIYA MATT : PURI 


Jt is put on a lotus‘Petal. Originally it was agsociated with the 
Konark temple/tholcenturies ago. ବ୍‌ 


ASEA BEACH AT PURI» 


The other abode of Lord Jagannath is the 
Gundicha temple. Each year, in the month of 
July, Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra and Devi 
Subhadra take a symbolic journey of the universe Swargadwara, the cremation ground on the sea 
on their gigantic wooden chariots swaddled in beach is the place where pious Odias wish to be 
colorful clothes. They go to Gundicha temple. cremated. It is because it is considered to be the 
This journey is known the world over as Ratha gateway to heaven. Other than temples, the Puri sea 
Yatra. It gives everybody an opportunity to have beach itself holds attraction to thousands of visitors, 
a darshan of the deities. It is believed that evena _ including the foreigners. Traditional dance and music 
glimpse of them would redeem even a sinner. It festivals and art and craft melas are held from time to 
is therefore no wonder that near about a million time on the neat sandy beach. 
devotees gather on the main street of Puri on the 
day of Ratha Yatra. The other important temples 
of the town are those of Lokanath, Sunar 
Gourang, etc. The sacred tanks are like 
Indradyumna, Narendra and Markanda . Great 
many Hindu sages had visited Puri. Their mathas 
still exist. Among the famous Mathas those of 
Kabir Panthi and Sankaracharya are famous. Sri 
Chaitanya made Puri the last home of his life. 


152 INDRADYUMNA :THE SACRED TANK A 


CHILIKA 


Although Chilika is a shallow lake, excepting a few places, it covers an area of 450 square miles in autumn 
and 300 square miles in summer. At Satpada, where there is an opening from the sea to the lake, the 
dolphins present memorable scenes as they go diving along your boat. In the north the lake is fed by the 
Daya river. The water in the southern half is brackish and fresh depending on the flow. The fresh water 
aquatic life dies when there is rush of salt water. Likewise, the salt water aquatic life dies with the inflow 
of fresh water. 


Anyone visiting Chilika makes it a must for Kalijai hill. Around that hill a legend was woven. The bride 
Kalijai was being ferried by a boat to her in-laws house at Parikud-Malud across the lake. There was a 
sudden storm. The boat was dashed against a rock. All but Kalijai was saved. The missing Kalijai has 
remained a mystery. A temple dedicated to her has been built on this hill. Godavarish Mishra’s lyrical piece 
Kalijai dealing with this legend is one of the most popular poems in Odia literature. Apart from the 
Jegendary value of this hill, it is a nice picnic spot. 


But the most important aspect of Chilika is that it is visited by hundreds of thousands of migratory birds 
in winter. 


JOR BENCH MARK IN THE WORLD OF L 
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WHE 

Panthanivas 

Yatri Nivas (OTDC) 
Labanya Lodge 
Konark temple is situated on the Bay of Bengal, 66 
km by road from Bhubaneswar and from Puri it is 
only 32 km along the sea beach. Along with Puri 
and Bhubaneswar, Konark forms the Golden 
triangle of Odisha. The sun temple at Konark was 
earlier known as Black Pagoda. It was so named 
for its conspicuous dark presence seen from a 
distance by the sailors on the sea. It was built by 
Narasimva Dev in the mid AD1300. The fame of 
this temple spread far beyond Odisha, the 
testimony of which is borne in the travelogue, Ain- 
I-Akhari of Abul-i-Fazl in these words: 


“Near Jagannath is a temple dedicated to the sun 
Nye even those whose judgement is critical and who 
are difficult to please stand astonished at its sight”. 
But later on the temple fell into disuse till the 
Britishers took up its renovation in nineteenth 
century. 


NABAGRAHA : THE RARE IDOLS ¥ 


Legend has it that twelve hundred 
masons took twelve years to com- 
plete this temple, but it was 
Dharama, a young boy who could 
put the crowning slab on its place. 
In order to save his race from 
disgrace, he committed suicide by 
jumping from the temple into the 
Sea. The presiding deity here was 
the Sun-God. 

This temple is designed in the 
form of a chariot of the sun driven 
by seven horses. The chariot has 
12 pairs of 8 spoke wheels. The 
tWelve pairs of wheels may indi- 
cate twelve months and seven 


CHANDRABHAGA 


horses seven days a week. The temple, so also is its life-size 
temple was designed in the form 
of a Deula, a Jagamohan and a 
Natamandap. The main temple is 
in ruins. Whatever remains of 
that speak of its artistic grandeur, 
unparalleled in history. Its walls declared a world heritage site 
are decorated with minute needle by UNESCO. There is a light 
work of descriptions from all house on the beach of Konark, 
walks of life as well as of ine which is still functioning. It 
seen and imaginable, platforms, was built in 1968. Situated as it 
floral motifs, horses, elephants, is on the east of India, the 
war scenes, mythical animals and Konark beach offers an 
erotic poses. The gigantic wheels enchanting sun-rise, which is 
with their geometric divisions of most prominent on the day of 
spokes are the emblem of this Magha Saptami. 


symmetrical amorous couples. 
It is, therefore, no wonder that 
this temple, withstanding the 
ravages of time and retaining 
its artistic marvel, should be 


Cldrabhaga is just 3 km from the Sun Temple, Konark. On Magha Saptami, in the early hours of the 


dam the sea embraces everyone for a purifying bath when the crimson-hued sun springs up in the east 


SWiMing across the distant horizon. Such an impulsive sun rise adds enough spirit for a Surya-Namaskar 


indie devotee ideally divides time to repeat the same before nine planets at Konark 


CrANDRAmaGa 
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SAKHIGOPAL 
Satyabadi, also known as 
Sakhigopal lies on the way to Puri. 
People believe that a visit to Puri is 
incomplete if one does not halt here 
to offer prayer at Lord Gopal. 
Pilgrims congregate here on festival 
days like Ratha yatra, Dola 
Purnima and Kartika Purnima. On 
the Aanla Nabami day the highest 
number of devotees throng here to 
have a darshan of the feet of Radha. 
The Gajapati king of Odisha, 
Purusottama Dev (1467-1495) 
brought the image from Vidyanagar 
as a part of the spoils and placed it 
in his fort at Cuttack. Sri Chaitanya 
had been here. After the muslim 
rulers occupied Odisha, the image 
was shifted from one place to 
another till it was installed at 
Sakhigopal. 

The place gained political and 
cultural importance after Pandit 
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das 
founded here Satyabadi Jatiya Vana 
Vidyalaya to impart education to the 
youth and to create in them a sense 
of patriotism. Many other scholars 
joined hands with him. Satyabadi 
became the Santiniketan of Odisha. 

The spirit of Vakula Vana, its 


ever enchanting silent groves, the 
wandering voice of cuckoo from its 
green foliage resound even today 
the great tale of Panchasakhas p - 
those preferred a combined mood Aen EO 
to take rest eternally on the lap of Satyabadi, a place 35 km from the capital city, Bhubaneswar. Why did 
they become players on the drum of an idyllic surrounding foregoing urban life-attractions is a matter for 
delving deeper into the same. 
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A visit to Satyabadi is a potential renewal, for retrospection to such idealistic goals cherished by these five 
intellectual stalwarts. 

Successive generations, young and old alike, may will have first hand experience of the cultural and 
literary mapping of the past to solidify their introspection of the present. Vana Vidyalaya, established by 
Panchsakshas with dedicated zeal and revitalizing hearts, strengthens the ties with the past. It was a vital 
link between the academic and spiritual life of the students in the pre-independence era. In a sense, it was 
the transcendental sphere of human endeavour, a crucial turning point in Odisha history highlighting ascetic 
life in a Gurukula Ashram, espousing the cause of a moral workshop manufacturing healthy human minds. 

The edges of memory of the next generation regarding Satyabadi gets sharpened once one passes through 
the route. 

Satyabadi stands as the symbol of unique academy pursuits rather than of dreamy cogitations of what 
future generation will learn from their efforts. Such eventful stories may pass down the ages creating indel- 
ible imprints in the minds of the people. 

For visitors, Satyabadi is never an abandoned nest. Pandit Godavarish Mishra, Pandit Nilakanth Das, 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Acharya Harihar Das and Pandit Kripasindhu Mishra the five stalwarts even today 
instils in one’s mind the spirit of nationalism decades after their departure from the world. 


¥ IN THE LOVING MEMORY OF PANCHASAKHA : THE PROUD LEGACY 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


SATYABADI HIGH SCHOOL 


Once in Satyabadi, one will be tempted to visit Suando, the birth place 
of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. Born in 1877, Gopabandhu could prove 
himself as a poet and a distinguished journalist. His poetry collections 
Bandira Atmakatha, Kara Kavita, Dharmapada etc. have ample testi- 
mony to both lyrical and thematic excellence. A veteran freedom 
fighter as he was, he also started the oldest popular daily Samaj while 
establishing Satyabadi Press of his own. 


Born in 1884 Pandit Nilakantha Das was a man of versatility. A 
scholar, poet with outstanding eloquence, he adorned the chair of the 
speaker in Odisha Legislative Assembly from 1959 to 1961. His Odia 
prose writings including books in English carry enough weight in the 
field of scholarship. 
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PANDIT GODAVARISH MISHRA 

Pandit Godavarish Mishra was born in 1886 in Banpur. After completing 
MA (English) from Kolkata University, he chose teaching as his ideal 
profession and declined the offer to go abroad for higher study. He excelled 
in the field of both prose and poetry. Kalijai, the famous folk tale was 
rendered into the form of a lyrical ballad that leaves an indelible imprint in 
the minds of any parents at the time of marrying off their daughters. The 
foundation of Utkal University, Vani Vihar was laid when Pandit 
Godavarish was Education Minister of Odisha. 


PANDIT KRUPASINDHU MISHRA 

Pandit Krupasindhu Mishra was born in 1887. A famous historian as he 
was his writings Konark and Barabati give enough facts and figures on 
history. His contribution to the pages of history of Odisha is significant. 
All other talented poets and writers including Sachi Routray, Ananta 
Pattnaik, Godavarish Mohapatra, Kalindi Charan Panigrahi, Mayadhar 
Mansingh, Bhagabati Panigrahi, Ramakant Rath and many others have 
been born in Puri district. A visitor, having aptitude for creative writing may 
step into anyone’s birth place to quench his literary thirst. 


ACHARYA HARIHAR DAS 

Acharya was born in Sriramachandrapur of Sakhigopal in Puri district in 
1869. He devoted his life time championing the cause of freedom and 
social reform. He took up the cause of the oppressed and dalits and tried his 
best to save them from the menace of liquor. He pioneered the cause of 
Bhoodan movement in Odisha and breathed his last in 1971. 


BRAHMAGIRI AND JAGANNATH DAS 

Twenty km from Puri towards Satpada, Brahmagiri, the ever growing 
historical place is famous for the temple of Lord Alarnath, the God of 
Bishnu. Legend says, Lord Jagannath makes this place as his temporary 
stay during the time of Anasara on the eve of car festival. Anasara 
refers to Lord’s suffering from fever. During these days Jagannath 
temple at Puri gets closed and numerous devotees rush to Alarnath for a 
darshan. 

Atibadi Jagannath Das, the great exponent of the Panchasakha group 
of writers famous for their metaphysical quest of life was born in 
Kapileswarpur near Brahmagiri. During AD1500 his avowed attempt 
in simplifying the sanskrit text Srimad Bhagabata to Odia proves as the 
treasure trove for every household in Odisha. The deeper questionings 
into the mysteries of life have been aptly replied in this holy text that 
makes both the writer and his literary output truly immortal. 
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KAKATPUR one, as the worship of the goddess in this region is of 
Kakatpur, another holy place on the bank of much older origin. One of the most popular festivals of 
river Prachi in Puri district is famous for the Odisha is its Jhamu Yatra. In the Natamandir of the 
deity Maa Mangala. The tinkling from the temple of the goddess Mangala hangs a big bell on which 
hanging bell reminds all the visitors, the is written ‘Grace 15 May 1527” in English. Nobody knows 
ultimate supremacy of divine spirit regula how it came here. In the past, devadasis were employed in 
ing the universe like a celestial force. the service of this temple. 


Kakatpur is situated on the Prachi river, in a — iN 
# 


the north-east corner of Puri district. The 
name of the village is said to have been 
derived from its titular deity Kakatei. But 
this place is known for its goddess Mangala. 
The temple dedicated to Mangala seems to 
have been built on the ruins of an earlier 


:ODDESS 


$ 


4 
oA bs 
ANTS 
= 
oy ec ~~ 
MAA MANGALA: KAKATER 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


I 


PIPILI 


Pipili is on the way to Puri. It is famous for 
appliqué work. This traditional work of the local 
tailor has gained nationwide fame. Pipili is 
famous for ceremonial umbrellas, cloth bags, 
purse, embroidered quilts. Pipili was a battle 
ground of the Muslim as well as Maratha rulers. It 
was also a centre of paik rebellion in which the 
soldiers of the princely state rebelled against the 


Britishers. 


BI WAR 
Only 20 km from Konark, Beleswar captures 
mood of its visitors for its unique sea-scope. The 
blue water establishes intimacy and may put 


anyone for a graved togetherness. 


R/ ) 
Ramachandi, another spot for a getaway has its 
marvelous sight where Kushabhadra, the river 


loses its self to embrace Bay of Bengal. “APPLIQUE WORK 


Only 48 km from Puri town, Satpada on the shore of Chilika is also bread-earner for many who live on 
fishing as their prime trade. Lagoon Chilika interfaces Bay of Bengal that forms the contour of an 
I ever-expanded watery zone. Chilika Development Authority has built up one strong embankment 
negotiating between two sides of the lake and sea as well. The Inspection Bungalow of Forest Department 
Is Seen from a distance behind hedges and trees of a small forest. Visitors including children leap up with 
Joy on the sudden jumping of a Dolphin out of the lake water. The nearby aquatic zoo is no less. Lunch 
Steamer and motor boats are plenty for moving you around. The migratory birds spearhead their flying trip 


Ito this familiar spot with the onset of winter in Europe. 


SUN-SET AT CHILIKA, SATPADA 
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Sixteen km from Puri, Raghurajpur is 
a village of the artists chitrakaras 
who demonstrate resilience of Pata 
paintings with motifs inherited from 
a classical tradition. Their artistic 
vision finds a disciplined expression 
on their work. Notwithstanding 
various “interpretations of the 
backdrop of our artistic ethos, they 
are non-committal to any newer 
interpretation of the pastness of our 
past. They do not proclaim whether 
they are rational or their 
consciousness on Gods and 
Goddesses is based on logical output, 
but they carry on their practices even 
in the face of inquisitiveness from 
around the world. Their creative skill 
is superb. The whole village plunges 
into an exercise, voicing unanimity in 
carrying out a collective profession 
handed down from the past. 


A PATA PAIN’ 
Raghurajpur enlarges the frontiers of a glorious tradition and the 
village deserves to be a front ranking site to uphold a classical 
strength in the face of all modernized vulgarity in art form. 


: THE FAMILY ART 


Pata-Chitra or Pati is a derivative from Sanskrit called Pata. 
This is referred to a painting on cloth or canvas. A mat is chosen 
for the purpose. A clean cloth is spread over the same and both are 
pasted with adhesive for perfectly sticking together. Then it is 
exposed to a heater. The processing needs full proof to avoid any 
crease so that the brush can run smoothly on the surface. Even in 
a miniature painting, the artist can successfully portray Lord 
Jagannath , the saviour of human race. Raghurajpur, a declared 
heritage village, awaits your arrival to speak something different 
from the populist cultural extravaganza. 


] : SU : 
While in Puri one may come 
across various forms of art on the 
sandy shore practised by sand 
artists. Sudarshan Patnaik is 
pioneer among them in 
shapingsand into various 
moulds.Internationally acclaimed 
for his brilliant art work he has 
represented India several times in 
countries like London, France, 
Scotland, Denmark, Italy, etc. and 
has proved his mettle successfully 
on the score. Adding lively touch 
to the heaping sand, suddenly a 
vacant space turns into an 
attractive sight. Golden Sand Art 
Institute in Puri is the latest outfit 
of Sudarshan to train young artists 
in sand art. 


Only 20 km from Konark, Beleswar captures mood of 
visitors for its unique sea-scape. The blue water establishes 
intimacy and may pull anyone for grand togetherness. Lord 
Shiva gets worshipped here amidst a pious and serene 
atmosphere. 


x ` | 
A BELESWAR TEMPLE 


OFFERINGS FOR BABA LOKANATH AT PURI ¥ 
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OE GRANDEST ARTEPIC IN TS FINEST EPFLORESCENCH 


BALIGHAI 

Only 20 minutes drive from Puri in 
Puri-Konark marine drive, one will come 
across this isolated beach having all 
attractions for a tourist. 


'Y LAGOON CHILIKA AT SATPADA 


BALIHARICHANDI 

Only 25 minutes drive from Puri in the road leading to 
Brahmagiri, one may alight from his vehicle for stepping 
into the sand dunes, adjacent to the confluence of river 
Bhargavi and the vast sea. ‘Baliharichandi’ the great 
Goddess, representing Shakta tradition is worshipped 
here. 


CHILIKA AT ITS MEETING POINT WITH THE SEA A 


4 PHOTO : DEBASIS CHATTERJEE ¥ 
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RATHA YATRA : FESTIVAL OF THE MASSES 
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IDOLS IN GOLD WEAR 


IN JAGANNATH TEMPLE, ENTRY POINT 
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NIYAMAGIRI HILLS 


AIR 
Nearest airport is at Visakhapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh, 200 km from here. It is well-connected with 
New Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai, Mumbai and Nagpur. 


TRAIN 

Rayagada is a railway station in South Eastern railway 
between Walteir & Raipur. It has railway links with 
important places of India like Delhi, Kolkata, 
Hyderabad, Visakhapatnam and Bhubaneswar. 


BUS 

Convenient road transport facilities are available as 
NH No. 43 passes through Koraput, that is 109 km 
from Rayagada. Fast running bus services are also 
available from Vishakhapatnam, Vizianagarm, 
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri, Jeypore, Koraput and 
Malkangiri. 


Hotel Sai International 
Hotel Kapilas 

Hotel Jyoti Mahal 
Inspection Bunglow 


Hotel Swagat 
Hotel Ashok 
Hotel Maruti 


RAYAGADA DISTRICT 


AA YOUNG TRIBAL BOYS FROM RAYAGADA DISTRICT 


The district Rayagada was carved out of the 
erstwhile Koraput district on 2.10.1992 as a 
part of the increasing number of districts in the 
state. Rayagada is primarily a district wherein 
tribal population exceeds 57.52%. In this 
district the numbers of streams, valleys, water- 
falls outmatch those in other districts. The 
serene beauty of Rayagada claims competing 
with the skyline through its surounding moun- 
tain range. 

In this picturesque belt indigenous spirit is still 
call of the time in the face of all modern 
oppositions. The ideal folk form of dance and 
song is maintained without being swayed away 
by any new turn of experiments. 


sl ଯା । 
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Society here is extremely tradition-bound in the 
field of dialects, eating habits and wearing of 
costumes. It appears as if Rayagada gave its red 
carpet welcome to primitive or Proto-Australoids 
groups who spread out in different directions of 
the area. Maybe Negroids or Austrics, Dongria 
Kondhs have chosen this zone as their settled 
place. Although they constitute the majority, both 
Aryans and Dravidians can also find their roots 


here. 


IAA MAJHIGHARIANI 
In Rayagada, every time a devotee raises head, the 
image of Maa Majhighariani appears before 
him/her. Wherever one may be from Chhatisgarh, 
Andhra or any other districts of the state, Maa 
offers her blessings for an illumined mind like Sri 
Aurobindo’s poetry lines ‘One in the worshipper 
nd the immobile shape, A beauty and mystery 
ash or stone can drape’. 


TEMPLE OF LORD SHIVA AT CHATIKONA A 


L MINARAYAN TEMPLE 

Situated in the premises of IMFA factory, 
Therubali, the idols Laxminarayan, Veer 
Hanuman, Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, deity 
Subhadra and Lord Shiva are enshrined here. 
Devotees find exposition to their sacred prayer 
during oblation. 


A MAA MAJHIGHARIANI 


CHATIKONA 

About one hour drive from Rayagada 
Chatikona near Bisham Katak is full of grace on 
account of the presence of Lord Shiva. The 
shrine is inside a cave and one has to crawl to 
reach him. Here, one may recollect lines from 
an old poem “*O shining ones, guard us by night 
and by day’. 


NIYAMA 
Literally this refers to ‘Hills of Law”. This area 
of Rayagada district stretches along dangars 
meaning hills touching the border line of 
Madanpur-Rampur of Kalahandi district. With 
more than 1,008 verdant hills, the enchanting 
streams had attracted famous hunter 
Kumudanath Choudhury decades ago. But to 
his ill luck, he fell prey to the paws of a man- 

eater. Here, amidst hills, river Nagabali falls 
from a height of 1,200 feet towards north of 
Kalyansingpur. Karli, the village which has its 
natural smile while keeping to its chest the 
tribal like Dongria Kondh. One may reach here 
taking divert route from Chatikona. 


IR 
In 
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AA A FAMILY OF DONGRIA KONDH IN THEIR DWELLING HUT 


TRIBAL TOURISM 


Dongria Kondhs dwell around Niyamagiri hills 
stretching across M. Rampur area of Kalahandi and 
Rayagada districts. In the face of alien culture assail- 
ing upon the core of their living ethos, they now try 
to retain purity of their identity nourished for genera- 
tions. They being ancient settlers miss no opportunity 
to guard their age long community rituals. Apart 
from rice, they grow millets, turmeric and other local 
varieties like maize, pulses and tobacco etc. 
Skirted by green foliage, rugged earth and the 


innumerable cascading streams, they shape up their mindset, un-spoilt by the showmanship of a consumer 
blitz. Extremely fond of collective life, they enjoy joining together on any festive occasion to justify their 
rollicking passion for dance and music. There is always a bridging intimacy between a male and a female, 
a young with an old without any fear for social taboos. Dongria Kondhs are simple, straight forward bearing 
the virtue of an appealing innocence. They are hospitable, in a way large hearted provided there is no greed 
or lust from your side to threaten their moral or financial status. In a way, they take care of their community 
life like drops in a social melting pot upholding nuances of collectivity. There is neatness in social stratum 


that hardly needs clutch at straws. 


A TRIBAL WOMEN FROM DONGRIA KONDH GROUP (COURTESY: P N PATEL) 


In 


AYOU 
(COURTES 


FROM DONGRIA KONDH TRIBE 
N PATEL) 


Niyamagiri, that houses Dongria Kondhs 
is a cluster of hills forming unique contour 
to its topography. For centuries around, 
Dongria Kondhs, from generation to gen- 
eration thrive on the legacy of a rich folk 
radition belonging to themselves. Their 
nyths too record ethics, morality, philoso- 
)hy and other wings of social governance 
having monopoly of the whole community. 
ommodities mostly of basic use are kept 
arefully as important household items. 
)ne may not see through them any brand 
r price tag, preaching gospels of a big- 

azar. In a weekly market, both sellers and 
‘chasers share a common platform and 
heir identities are inseparable. In other 
vords, in one place a Dongria Kondh is a 
eller whereas at other place he is just a 
urchaser. Similar is the case with an artist. 
\ young Dongria Kondh may play the role 
ither of a singer or dancer whereas he 
)ccupies the seat of an audience the next 
noment. 


Dongria Kondh, the tribal abhors abstract ways of interpret- 
ing life. Both Dongria Kondh and Hill Saora maintain 
cultural homogeneity and at times share with the same 
language ie Kui. In any adversity including sickness, Kondhs 
feel it the rule of an ominous spirit. In order to remove its 
dark spell from the body, they go for an offering to appease 
the Goddess. Ultimately animal sacrifice and offerings in the 
form of bottles of liquor and grains would become the ideal 
relief. In death, rites are solemnized with utmost care for fear 
of turning into witch or ghost. 
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SAMBALPUR 


Air : Sambalpur is connected by air route 
having its air-strip at Jamadarpali 12 km from 
Sambalpur town. 

Train : Sambalpur is well connected by train 
routes both from Raipur and Bhubaneswar. 
Jharsuguda, another railway junction is 55 k.m 
from here. 

Bhubaneswar — Sambalpur Intercity Express, 
Bhubaneswar-Raipur trains are available from 
Bhubaneswar to reach Sambalpur. 

Bus: Sambalpur is also connected by bus routes 
from places like Ranchi, Rourkela, 
Bhubaneswar and Raipur. 


WHERE TO STAY 


Pantha Nivas (Odisha Tourism Development 
Corporation). 

Hotel Uphar Palace 

Hotel Laxmi Nivas 


Hotel Ashok Chandramani Lodge 
Hotel Tribeni Circuit House (Govt.) 
Hotel Li-N-Ja Hotel Natraj 

Hotel Sujata Hotel Apsara 


Hotel Sheela Tower 
Rani Lodge. b 


Situated in the western belt of 
Odisha this district Hqrs once 
upon a time earned credit for 
supplying diamond of high 
quality. Named after Goddess 
Samleswari, Sambalpur is also 
famous for Hirakud Dam, one 
of the biggest hydro-power 
projects in Asia. 


SAMBALPUR DISTRICT 
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The legend behind the birth of 
Goddess Samaleswari is 
unique. Balaram Dev, erstwhile 
king of Sambalpur during 
1466-1528 was crossing the 
river Mahanadi on a hunting 
mission and reached Chaurpur, 
a tiny village on the other side 
of the river. Suddenly, he came 
across one hare that was 
chased. But to his surprise, his 
hounding had no match to the 
hare and was forced to retreat. 
A timid creature could muster 
its strength and people started 
glorifying the same as some- 
thing supernatural. At night, 
the king had a dream wherein 
some eerie spirit seemed like 
whispering in his ear, “Don’t 
worry. I am there. Go ahead.” 
The next day Balaram Dev 
went around and much to his 
surprise could see the image of 
a deity, under the shade of a 
tree called Simuli (silk cotton). 
In English it is known as 
3omax. Somalai, the deity is 
perhaps a derivative of Simuli 
that has ultimately been turned 
into Samleswari. Vijay 
Dashami is an auspicious day 
in the cultural calendar of 
Sambalpur. 


People witness a whole range 
of events including blood sac- 
rifice , rhythmic dances and 
transcendental incantations. 
Samleswari is oblated every- 
where with all enthusiastic 
mood as the saviour of human 
race. Men and women from 
afar with flowers and cocoa- 
nuts wait patiently till their 
turn for entering the sanctum 
Sanctorum. 


The penetrating look of Maa 
Samaleswari is taken as a kind 
of blessing inspiring everyone 
bowing head devoutly touching 
the floor to rise again, then 


Situated just on the bank, there 
is a tunnel from the sanctum up to the 
river. No one can tell about the length 
and width of the same. With its tilting 
pose, the temple is unique inviting 


retreat a few steps and similarity with the leaning tower of 
disappear in the crowd. Pisa in Italy. The visitors can have 
the magnificent beauty of river 
Mahanadi and children can p! 
BIMALESWAR: THE whol lly with Kudo | 
TILTING WONDER 


AT HUMA 


An alluring horizon. Vibrant 
scenic spot. River Mahanadi 
welcomes with its sandy 
bathing ghats, enjoyable 
through its cooling waves. 


built by Raja Baliar 
Singhdev (1617-1657). 
He was the son of 
Madhukar of 
Chouhan 


Only twenty minutes by car 
from Sambalpur, you can 
come across ancient 
Bimaleswar temple in a place 
called Huma, close to the bank 
of river Mahanadi. The 
presiding God, Bimaleswar is 
famous among Asta’ 
Sambhus. 


Legend has it, one day a 
milkman could see oozing of 
milk from the udder of a cow 
upon a lingam. Soon, milk 
dried up. Gradually people 
heard of this wondrous fact 
and started worshipping there. 
Among Asta Sambhus, it is the 
most ancient. 


Huma temple 


KUO FISAIDE WING NEARER 


A travel of 6km from NH No: 6 takes you 
to Hirakud dam. It is built across the river 
Mahanadi with a length of 4.8 km negotiating 

| between Lamdungri hill in the left and Chandili in 
the right. It is struck upon 21 km long earthen dyke 
on both sides arresting vast blue expanse of river 
water winning hearts of its innumerable visitors. 
With several spots for picnic, it was the brainchild 
of Sir M. Visveswararya to contain high floods in 
Mahanadi vis-a-vis providing irrigation facility to 
the agricultural lands in Sambalpur, Baragarh and 
undivided Bolangir districts in west Odisha. It gen- 
erates hydro-power electricity through its power 
houses at Burla and Chiplima 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated this 
project on 13 January, 1957. Hirakud Dam, at 
present one of the biggest artificial lakes in Asia 
represents a catchment area of 83,400 sq. metres . 
The reservoir is an exclusive watery zone of 793 sq. 
kms. Enjoying the blissful predominance of its 
ambient solitude, Ashok Nivas, the majestic 
Bunglow commands at the nearby Jawahar and 
Gandhi Minars to provide panoramic view of the 
area. 


HI RAKUD DAM A 


SAMBALPURI HANDLOOM 


In an age when dress materials for women have become a common wear, Sambalpur still 
stands glorifying its unique product Sambalpuri Handloom through its multi form sparks of 
tie and dye, an exquisite art as is evident from its weaving. Sambalpuri saris, no doubt, 
look well on any one. Its craftsmanship sketches patterns and designs idealizing motifs 
picked up suitably from the decent backdrop of a traditional society. 

The cloth may wear out gradually but its colour and brightness remain undiminished. 
Women find such cotton saris quite comfortable to wear. 


4 SMOOTH SAILING OF BOATS OVER SEA OF DESIGNS 
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BADRAMA WILD LIFE SANCTUARY 


The wild life sanctuary at Badrama adjacent to Mumbai — 
Kolkata NH No. 6 provides different experiences to its 
visitors. Vibrant jungle, lofty mountains, green foliage, 
flora and fauna join together to accelerate one’s love for 
nature and its sylvan beauty. Leafy valley, open sky, 
soothing sunlight captivate the minds of creative persons. 
No doubt, time is here simply life giving force that reminds 
us of poet Gangadhar Meher “Coursing ahead to view the 
forest-scene, as though for life, with eager feet.” 


USHAKOTHI NEAR BADRAMA 


Fortythree km from Sambalpur town, Ushakothi near 
Badrama wild life sanctuary is spread across an area of more 
than 130 sq. km of forest coverage sheltering elephant, bear, 
deer, tiger, chetah , wolf , leopard , wild buffalo, black panther 
and such other forest species. With search light in hand, one 
may climb up to any of the two observatories to have a watch 
on such fleeing animals. A forest-locked Ushakothi convey- 
ing the voice of solitude to its visitors arranges accommoda- 
tion adjacent to the highway with ambient fragrance from 
leaves and buds. Far from the bustling crowd, the guest house 
leaves a thrilling experience in you to enjoy moonlight at 
night amidst the cacophony of wild settlers . Why not to 
record a memorable moment of your life through Ushakothi, 
away from ringing calls, meetings and routine workload ? 
One can have an agreeable drive within the sanctuary area per- 
mitted by forest department if one is a non-predator. 


A EVER SOVEREIGN IN DARK OR LIGHT 
Courtesy : K L Purohit 


A SIGHT OF AN ELEPHANT IN USHAKOTHI ARE; 
Courtesy : K L Purohit 


DEVI GHANTESWARI 

Devi Ghanteswari is enshrined at Chiplima 30 
km from Sambalpur on the river bank of 
Mahanadi. There is an ever tinkling sound from 
bells hanging all around by her devotees. 


DEVI GHANTESWARI A 


K.L.PUROHIT RHYTHM OF LIFE : A COUNTRY SIDE NEAR SAMBALPUR A 
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GUDGUDA WATERFALL 

Far from the madding crowd, 
Gudguda is about 13 km from Kusumi, 
a sleepy village at a distance of 20 km 
from Kuchinda, one of the sub-divi- 
sional Hqrs in Sambalpur district. 

Gudguda, the waterfall conspicuous 
for its picturesque beauty, is flanked by 
forest reserve. Once a tourist advances 
across the shady path, upholding the 
cause of a wintry morning, the sun rays 
get struck somewhere bringing a sense 
of relief to the naked earth thus 
escaping brunt of the tropical sun. The 
fast streaming of water appears like a 
flag. 

Tourists best know, no place so easily 
accessible brings much joy. Gudguda is 
no exception. When visits become less 
frequent, the nature has every scope to 
be unspoilt. But this kind of weakness 
is perhaps its ultimate strength. 

Bordering the road that leads from 
Sambalpur to Rourkela Steel City, 
Jharghati & Gadpati the mountain 
range near Rampella Colony stands like 
the manifestation of the bygone days of 
armed struggle by Veer Surendra Sai 
and his comrades-in-arms against the 
powerful British rule. As the fact goes 
Surendra accumulated his strength by 
operating from Jharghati during 
1857-64. With bows and arrows they 
had to fight against guns and cannons. 
Although defeated and imprisoned ini- 
tially by Major Osley and put to 
Hazaribag jail from 1840 to 1857, 
rebels during sepoy mutiny broke open 
the jail gate and Surendra along with 
his brothers Udanta, Ujjal, Chhabila 
and Mitrabhanu fled away. They rebuilt 
their strength in Sambalpur. With 
minimum 15,000 armed men, Surendra 
got support from the sepoys of the 
mutiny and faced the then Ramgarh 
Battalion. 


A IN ITS RIPPLING ROLL 


All his soldiers had to divide them- 
selves in three places namely Gadpati, 
Jharghti and Maulabhanja constitut- 
ing three peaks in the mountain range. 
Udanta stayed in Gadpati and this 
place acted as the middle link between 
Ranchi and Sambalpur. Udanta forti- 
fied a soil embankment to convert 


Gadpati into a small rampart so that 


ARMS OF GUDGUDA LADEN WITH WAT 


British soldiers 
would not reach them 
easily. However, 
Major Bates zgarri- 
soned Gadpati and 
destroyed the fortress 
with the help of 
cannons. There were 
1400 fighters, led by 


Udanta. A fierce 
battle took place. 
Although defeated, 


Udanta and his army 
demonstrated utmost 
bravery but their tra- 
ditional weapons 
were no match to the 
modern arms of the 
British soldiers. 
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GADPATL: THE MUTE TESTIMONY 


Today, Gadpati proudly stands 
like a mute testimony to remind 
its visitors of the heroic tale of 
those bygone days. Once a tourist 
diverts his way near Rampella 
and pulls closer towards 
Kadalipita the tiny village near 
the mountain range, he may 
imagine if Veer Surendra Sai and 
his patriot brothers still come out 
from the hide of the rampart with 
wild fury. One could almost visu- 
alize their guerilla tactics and 
cannons reverberate from the 
pages of history. 


4 ଲର 


‘VEER SURENDA : NEVER TO BE BANISHED A 
FROM THE PAGES OF HISTORY 


ALASASTHI 

Sitalasasthi, the celebration of 
oolness bridges the gap between 
he outgoing summer and the 
ncoming rain. This takes effect 
during May-June coinciding with 
the tying of nuptial knot between 
Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. 
Festival Sitalasasthi, as being cel- 
ebrated in Sambalpur town, 
Barpali and other places of 
Odisha upholds this traditional 
myth without throwing any of its 
rituals into the limbo of oblivion. 


As a part of Shivaite cult, 
Bishnu, the God comes to perform 
the leading role as the mediator. As 
usual, a proposal is sent from the 
side of the bride-groom. On the 
fifth (Panchami) day, Goddess 
Parvati, comes out in a procession 
for reaching Lord Shiva to claim 
his hand. On the sixth (Sasthi) day, 
Shiva, the almighty comes out in a 
procession with Parvati and both 
the idols get fitted into a grand 
pageantry with brilliant fire-works. 


The setting is richly decorated 
with exquisite designs, inviting 
appreciable look from the 
onlookers. 


LORD WITH A BLOCKADE OF 
LOWERS 


DALKHAI 

Dalkhai is a traditional folk dance in 
western Odisha. Having altogether a 
distinct identity of its own, Dalkhai main- 
tains its strength ever undiluted in the 
face of consumerist deluge. It is an indig- 
enous art form without allowing a bit of 
compromise, keeping its purity intact 
The participants express their joyous 
mood freely involving natural intimacy 
which defies any kind of inhibition in 
public spirit. Evenness in footfalls with 
closer tying of hands around each one’s 
waist reveals the unbridled mindsets of 
both dancers and drummers. Mahastami 
during Dasahara is the ideal time to 
discover such relaxed dance form in the 
country-side of west Odisha. The knotty 
hair of the women dancer is festooned 
with a silver betel leaf, Khagla around the 
neck and ring studded on the nose. 
Similarly, ornaments like Painri (anklet) 
on the legs, Jhalka (earring) and Bahasuta 
(arm-lets) decorate the body for elevating 
the young girl to an appealing form. 


IN PURSUIT OF RHYTHMICAL SPIRIT THROUGH DALKHA! 


Eh Dalkhai 
Krishna roams about the 
bank of the river Yamuna 
while Radha arrives 
to fetch water, 
on going after her 
she turns back 
but Krishna advances 
to make worth 
of his gainful youth . 


Young men join the dance group 
with Nisan, Tasha, Mahuri and 
Dhol, hypnotizing the atmo- 
sphere. With Nishan around the 
waist, the drummer makes his 
frolicsome spirit open to the 
extent of rolling reversely on the 
ground, which is a tough task. An 
excerpt of the Dalkhai folk song: 


BAJNIYAN 

It is another line of folk dance prevails in Sambalpur, Sundargar 
and Bolangir area, which has no codified text. While singing i 
Sambalpuri language ‘Dhol pare pare bajare bajniyan’ 
(Let the drummer beat the drum once a \ 
while), the music group prefers i 
the naked ground 

and open sky as their 
natural background 
having least care for any 
captive audience. 
Maybe jungles and hills 
are its hanging screens 
and wings. 


MEETING THE SOUND OF MUSIC AND DANCI 


PUAJUNTIA 
WOMEN IN THEIR FAST : WISHING A HAPPY TURN OF FORTUNE FOR THEIR SONS 


Say mother or mother-bird, all hearts are alike. Yes, the 
concern for her children. Whenever a fledgli out of 
hunger, it runs tension into the mind of its mother. 


VW WHERE INNOCENCE GETS CHOKED THROUGH FITS OF HUNGER : CHICKS IN THEIR NEST 


GLORY OF MOTHERHOOD: BIRDS IN BARAPAHAD JUNGLE 
PHOTO: ASHISH PRADHAN 


A portion of Debrigarh region falls within 
Sambalpur district near Hirakud Dam. A highly 
unfrequented surrounding, this area extends 


secured tutelage for the birds . Surendra Mohan 
Pradhan and his son Ashish both highly acclaimed 
award winners in photography capture mood of 
these birds through the powerful lens of their 
camera . They send vital information to the world 
as regard benign compassion of a mother bird for 
her children. Some illustrations: 


a I bo Por 


A POWER HOUSE 


MUSIC OF WATER : HIRAKUD DAM D> 
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VY JAWAHAR MINAR IN HIRAKUD : A TOURIST DELIGHT 


Ba 
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A RELEASING DAM WATER 


ENTRY POINT 


NASAL 


= 
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SAPNE : THE DREAM A 
SAPNE 
Six km from Rengali (Railway Stop) and 29 km from Sambalpur town, Sapne, the silent retreat ha: magnificent 
frontier guarded by back water of Hirakud Dam. 
Sapne has its storage of beauty locked in the distant horizon and the submerged temple of Rampella is sill a rare sight 
even after half a century since Hirakud Dam came into existence. 
ABUKHINDA 


Babukhinda, the birth place of Veer Surendra Sai discovers in everyone the best of his/her patriotic spirit. About 40 
km from Sambalpur town and 5 km from the State Highway to Jharsuguda, this small village like the blood-stained 


pages of history has more in its reticence than oratory. It reminds again and again the spark of those years of revolt, had 


been at swords drawn with the British Government and in no way a light act of bravery. 
While at Rengali, Sambalpur a visitor may 

procure bellmetal items one of the popular 

forms of handicraft product. It goes without 

saying such kitchen-wares are both useful 


and decorative. 


BELLMETAL WORK AT RENGALI 


RELICS OF BHIMA BHO, THE SAINT POET : KHALIAPALI A 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

Sonepur, the district Hqrs is 279 km from 
the nearest airport at Bhubaneswar. 


TRAIN 
The nearest railway station is Bolangir, 48 
km from here. 


BUS 

It is well-connected by bus routes from 
Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur, Bolangir, 
Berhampur and other places of Odisha. 


WHERE TO STAY 
Panthasala, Subarnapur 
Hotel Pravash, Subarnapur 


SONEPUR - WHERE TIME 
TRAVELS SLOWLY 

Subarnapur was awarded with the status of a 
district wef 01.04.1993. Prior to this it was one of the 
sub-divisional Hqrs of Bolangir district. Sonepur is 
the district Hqrs of Subarnapur. It is bounded by 
Sambalpur district in the east, Bargarh district in the 
north, Bolangir district in the south-west and Boudh 
district in the south. 

Against the backdrop of the confluence of 
Mahanadi and river Tel, Sonepur has an extensive 
horizon. The swelling waves come in a rippling style 
to encircle one all around. Eventually, one may go 
deeper into the water, layer after layer, for a bath and 
see the reflection of the sunny sky below. 
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‘A MAHANADI AT SONEPUR 


In Sonepur, one shouldn’t be in a hurry. It 
helps driving out man-made stress of a bustling 
urban life. Go! Halt a little and enjoy conversa- 
tion. Not to talk of shopping mall, A.T.M. 
counter, health clinic or beauty parlour but to take 
into account Ekadasi Udyapana, Rudrabhiseka, 
Bedha Parikrama and such other rituals funda- 
mental to the life in Odisha 

The river Mahanadi flows like a vehicle of the 
tinkling waves allowing anyone a full throated 
song gs it is brilliantly put in ‘Kosalananda 
Kavyam’ by poet Gangadhar Mishra. Crossing the 
river by a boat, you may enjoy the song of the 
boatman and also the soothing kiss of the sand 
beneath your feet. Looking at the evening sky, you 
may take note of the birds winging to their nests. 
Narain Shyam, the poet is right in saying ‘a 
simple rustic of the desert lifts the sand in his bare 
hands and fills his pocket, as if it is a shimmering 
wave and carries it home’. 


At a place called Khaliapalli near Sonepur, 
Bhima Bhoi, the great saint poet of Odisha 
breathed his last. Considered as the avatara 
of Buddha, he sang-: “Agonies of living 
beings; miseries innumerable. How do you 
bear it ! Let my life be condemned to hell but 
let the world be redeemed”. Born not earlier 
than 1855, he died in 1895 only at the age of 
forty. Belonging to a ‘Kandha’ tribe, strug- 
gling hard to meet both ends, his main occu- 
pation was to tend cattle of rich peasants. 
Hardly having any formal schooling and 
bereft of eyesight, his inward vision could 
push him forward in the realm of creativity. 
Sonepur is proud of such a great saint poet, 
who survives by Kumbhipatias, his countless 
disciples making a beeline to his cemetery 
every year. 

Sonepur is yet to provide full scale 
arrangement for any organized revelry avail- 
able in a town life. Here, temple Rameswar 
stands near the confluence of two rivers, 
Mahanadi and Tel. Goddess Lankeswari is in 
the vicinity of river Mahanadi. Subarnameru 
and temple of Goddess Sureswari remind us 
of our past heritage. Coins having punch 
marks are discovered here giving us an idea 
of Mahapadmananda’s time in Kusambi of 
Uttar Pradesh. 


CONFLUENCE OF RIVER TEL AND MAHANADI AT SONEPUR 
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TEMPLE SUBARNAMERU : SONEPUR TEMPLE SURESWARI :SONEPUR A 


This in a way allows speculation over political connections 
between these two places. 

Bhanja dynasty ruled over Sonepur for about a decade. 
; Gradually it was gained over by Somavamsis. Then came 
Janmejaya, a formidable ruler. K.C. Panigrahi writes “The 
fact remains that Janmejay succeeded in establishing a 
kingdom keeping it in tact during his long reign of 35 
years. In the middle of the seventeenth century, Sonepur 
began to be ruled by Chauhans. 

The temple Subarnameru of golden Mahadev was built 
during the reign of Vaijal Dev. People generally believe 
that the arrival of Lord Suvarnameru was greeted by the 
Gods with a shower of gold. Slowly, the rein of administra- 
tion was taken over by his able successors. In fact, during 
Biramitrodaya Sing Deo’s reign literature and culture of 
Sonepur reached their height. 


PANCHARATHA TEMPLE AT SONEPUR ¥ 


LORD JAGANNATH,KOTSAMALAL A 
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CHARDA 


Charda near Binka is famous for its 
Papakshyaya Ghat. It is 30 km 
from Sonepur town. This holy place 
provides undying interest for any 
religious person for a dip on a 
special occasion like solar or lunar 
eclipse. As the popular story goes, 
one can come out clean thus 
washing his sin from the body by 
taking a dip at this Ghat ensuring 
holy thrill in his mind. In order to 
prove the outcome of this pious 
strategy one has to enter the narrow 
passage of a tree trunk and move 
out at the other end. If one succeeds 
in his attempt, then it is confirmed 
that he has been purged of his sins. 


CHARDA TEMPLE 


A CAVE PATAU 
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PATALI SRIKSHETRA 


Patali Srikshetra and Kotsamalai nearly 23 km from Sonepur town on the way to Jaloi via Saharipali and 
Dharmasala, contribute vastly to the significance of history that involving this area. At the foothill of Trikut, 
there lies the spot known as Kotsamalai propagating the brilliant unification of Buddhist, Vaishnavite and 
Shakti cults. As the history goes, during the invasion of Raktabahu, Sobhanadeva, the erstwhile king of 
Odisha fled with these three idols only to discover himself in the inaccessible pocket of the Trikut during 
792 AD. This continued for more than a period of 144 years. At a later stage Yajati Keshari of Somavamsi 
dynasty could retrieve these three idols buried since long. 


In order to commemorate this historical event now Govt. of Odisha in the Department of Culture takes 
special initiative to keep on record tales of those bygone days. 


Over and above, king Indrabhuti of Sambalaka (present day Sambalpur) and his sister Laxminkara took 
joint efforts to uphold the banner of Vajrayana and Sahajajana Buddhism which Lord Jagannath epitomizes. 
They took Lord Jagannath as the incarnation of Lord Buddha. Others argue with a separate line of theory 
taking his spirit as the ultimate strength of Goddess Stambheswari justifying cult of Shaktism. 


Today, the proud legacy of Trikut Hill is heightened further as the great sheltering abode of Lord Jagannath. 
The public spirit is now deeply loyal to this sacred countryside and one may say the fame of the area is now 
in full bloom. In February, 2007 Kotsamalai was visited by a team members from Sri Jagannath temple, 
Puri to repose their faith on the importance of this place. Every year ‘Patali Mahotsav’ is celebrated here. 
There has been attempt to beautify Dhawjabandha, the tallest peak among all and also the nearby water 
body. Once basic amenities like water supply, accommodation, road connectivity, landscaping come 
together for allowing glamour in the appearance of the site, it will pull visitors to the maximum. 


WV TRIKUTAHILLS, KOTSAMALAL 


Digitized by srujan ka@gmail.com 


SUNDARGARH 


HOW TO REACH 

AIR 

The nearest airport Jharsuguda is 29 km from here. 
Airport at Bhubaneswar and airport at Kolkata are 403 
km and 563 km from Sundargarh. 


TRAIN 

The nearest railway station is Jharsuguda at a distance 
of 35 km. The main line of South Eastern railway 
passes through Rajgangpur and Rourkela of the 
district. Kiriburu is connected by a rail route covering 
26.2 km. Also there is a rail link between Nuagaon 
and Purunapani covering 10 km. 


BUS 

Sundargarh is on Sambalpur-Rourkela Super State 
Highway No. 10 having connecting links from 
Bhubaneswar, Sambalpur and Raipur, and other 
places of Odisha. 


WHERE TO STAY 

Sundargarh Rourkela 
Debasis Hotel Hotel Mayfair Garden 
Debraj Hotel Hotel Dipti 


Hotel Brindaban 
Hotel Ajanta 
Hotel Radhika 


Shanti Lodge 
Sheela Inn Hotel 


DEODHAR 


SUNDARGARH DISTRICT 


Two princely states Gangpur and Bonai merged 
with Odisha on January 1948 with a new name 
called Sundargarh district. It is famous for both 
flora and fauna as more than 43% of its total 
area is shaded under forest cover. With 
increasing load of mining operation, the 
sublime valley covering Sundargarh still retains 
magnificence of its beauty. The district is 
bordered by Jharkhand in the north, Jharsuguda 
and Sambalpur in the south, Keonjhar in the 
east and Raigarh of Chhatisgarh state in the 
north west. 
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DHAR - TH 


SWORD OF FALLIN 
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This enchanting waterfall 
Khandadhar is 19 km to the south 
of Bonaigarh in the district of 
Sundargarh. The water forces its 
way from a height of 244 meters 
creating ample delight for the 
onlookers. The breath-taking 
beauty of the place is unique for 
every one. The driving hours 
passed through monotony can 
be a decent burial once the 
tourist comes across this logical 
outfit of nature. The gurgling roll 
of water splitting through its 
` breakneck speed is really superb. _ 
Here, foliage intertwines like green curtains. Every wild flower exhilarates one’s mood emanating raw 
smell unique to the atmosphere. The surrounding area is shaded by the leaves and branches of the 
over-grown+trees. The ambient air mixed with vapor talks of its icy cold touch. Unlike many tourist spots, 
it is not noisy holidaying. Bird watching, listening to the cooing of doves, no doubt, will put you in the 
position of the eminent orinthologist, Salim Ali. 


Be prepared to be on the top of Khandadhar for an ideally suited relaxation. Joy of life multiplies 
particularly when you are with your family members, near and dear ones to see the plummet of water over 
the rocky floor. During 1857, David Livingstone commented upon one of the Falls of Africa “scenes so 
lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.” 


VEDVYAS 
Only 9 km from the still city Rourkela, Vedavyas Mahabharata. Such being the idyllic canvas, why not 
represents grandeur of the confluence of Sankha spend time in this quaint spot which acts as an 


and Koe/, two rivers subsequently forming intermediary between spirit and matter. 
Brahmani. The place has marvelous attainment to 


talk of a sanctimonious riverside, combined with 
the strength of its deep-quiet beauty and religiosity. 
The steel city, Rourkela is another feather added to 
the cap of the district. 


VEDVYAS ¥ 


Here, hours become lovelier as this isolated pocket 
grows sombre. With safe bathing ghats, Vedavyas 
offers you a smiling welcome to its ancestral 
solitude. 


The Vedic Ashram and the school connoting the 
concept of gurukul has made the surrounding area 
graceful. The bewitching legend winks out of them 
to embark on a spiritual journey. One may love to 
unite with this enchanting sphere to reminisce 
the days of Vedavyas, the great poet who wrote 


1% 
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About 30 km from the steel city Rourkela, there is regular transport facility to Mandira Dam. Jharsuguda 
Kharagpur railway linkage provides scope for the travellers to get down here and to reach the Dam site by 
an auto-rickshaw or taxi. 


“Yes, I whispered into the ear of Mandira Dam. “Mandira! True !!”, I have not liked any place dearer than 
you. Even when I am away from you, I fondly recollect you in my memory. Really, I wonder how many 


times the sky meets you in a day so casually?” says a tourist expressing anonymity. 


Mandira quenches thirst of the city dwellers of Rourkela still city. Checkmating the flow of river Sankha, 
Mandira dazzles like a drop of water on the lotus leaf, multiplying racing of the mind to reach the 
destination invariably to forget fever and fret of a noisy life. ROURKELA STEEL CITY ¥ 


Mandira, no doubt is a feast to the eye. It is the only option. 
With waves kissing your eyes, the cool vapour massaging 
your body, you are as if within the reach of your blissful 
abode. 


Mandira welcomes everyone close to its aquatic embrace, 
more so for a boat riding. Well defined watery paths are 
there to make a split among the swimming fish. It is 
enchanting to look at them, more so to enliven one’s 
boisterous mood. 


SIRIDI SAI TEMPLE : 
ROURKELA 


Inlaid with a majestic surrounding Sai temple on 
the outskirts of Rourkela between Panposh and 
Uditnagar has outclassed so many in spiritual 
merit. Once here, divinity is showered on 
anyone naturally embolding one’s faith in Sai 
cult. The chanted hymn of Siridi Sai Baba is a 
great temporal provocation for a devotee 
enlightening the inner self. 


PITAMAHAL DAM 


Only 16 km from Rourkela city, the damsite of 
Pitamahal captures the mood of an onlooker for its 
closer proximity with nature. Once open to its visual 
treat, there remains no finishing stock of items 
Mounting the horse of nature a tourist may gallop 
around to be enchanted again and again by the 
appealing beauty of the prevailing landscape. 


A PITAMAHAL DAM 
TENSA YY 


TENSA 


Once on a road trip, Tensa 110 
km from Rourkela acts like a 
perfect host for fanning one’s 
excitement. The guest house at 
Tensa is all set not to talk of 
iron ores only extracted from 
the underground mines but the 

ne spread across 
the whole valley. Here, the 
surrounding explodes into a 
brighter zone, may be to the 
form of a supernova, purely 
for a tourist to hitch Tensa like 
a wagoner. 


ON WAY TO SUNDARGARH A 


VY _DARJEENG 


In spite of degradation and pollution for 
an all around mining activity in 
Sundargarh area closer to Rourkela, 
Darjeeng could retain its inner beauty 
without being vulnerable. Situated on 
the river Brahmani, 56 km from 
Rourkela, Darjeeng has enough for 
appreciation of its solitude and beaut 
Deodhar, the gorge like a competitive 
bidder participates in the auctioning of 
beauty and solitude. Both the places 
hold promise for the picnickers and 
lovers of nature 
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HANUMAN BATIKA 


Within Uditnagar and Rourkela Municipal limit, Hanuman 
Batika with its holy campus invites devotional exuberance 
as worshippers make umpteen visits for landing at the feet of 
Lord Hanuman, the mythological hero. The statue, taller 
than the tallest goes on showering warm blessings on 
everyone. The statue, looking forward gives the impression 
of its towering strength handing out divine pleasures. 


PRAGATI UTKAL SANGHA, ROURKELA 


Established in 1958, it is one of the oldest cultural 
institutions in Rourkela exercising all out efforts towards 
promotion of Odia language and literature. With several 
collections to its credit, it also has a rich library satisfying 
intellectual quest of the researchers and academicians. 
While in Rourkela, this place is worth visiting. 


LORD HANUMAN, ROURKELA A 
"VY PRAGATI UTKAL SANGHA, ROURKELA 
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Aswini Kumar Mishra 


Born on 2 April 1953 in Odisha, Aswini Kumar Mishra has eight collections 
of poems to his credit. Apart from creative writing he also writes travelogue 
and criticism on literature. He has often traveled to European countries and 
has read his poems in Oslo, London, Amsterdam, Lund, Bonn, etc. He 
chaired a seminar on South Asian studies focusing Dalitism in literature in 
Lund University (2004) and attended another such seminar in Bonn during 
2010. Of late, he concentrates on an evocative issue like tourism and has 
delved deeper into it. As a senior civil servant, he serves and lives in 
Bhubaneswar. 


J 
Rabindra K. Swain 


Born on 30 October 1960, Rabindra K Swain is prolific in English poetry. His 
poems have appeared in journals such as Critical Quarterly, Wasafiri, 
Kenyon Review, Indian Literature, TLS, The Little Magazine and Weber 
Studies. He is the Managing Editor of Chandrabhaga published from 
Odisha. He has four collections of poetry and two books of criticism. Of late, 
he has enough passion for exploring tourism potential in his native state 
Odisha. He lives in Bhubaneswar. 
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